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people’s dignity is ensured and rights are respected;
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lives and those in power act for the common good.

We believe in the dignity and inalienable human

rights of each person, regardless of their culture,

ethnicity, gender or religion.

As we work to achieve our vision, we practice

the following values, both within our programmes

and our relationships: solidarity, perseverance,

accountability, participation and courage.

Trócaire is the overseas development agency of the

Catholic Church in Ireland. Trócaire is a member of Caritas

Internationalis, the Catholic Church’s global confederation

of 165 development agencies. Trócaire is also a member of

CIDSE, the international alliance of Catholic development

agencies which work together for global justice. The CIDSE
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“From time to time 
I walk backwards: 

it’s my way of remembering.

If I walked only forward, 
I could tell you 

what oblivion is like”.

Humberto Ak’abal

Preface

Rosa Estela Tomás Atzv
Photo credit: Victorino Tejaxúm

The  Mayan  People have lived through
various holocausts since the Spanish 
invasion, where we have been 
dispossessed, massacred, and 
marginalized. Genocide, ecocide, and 
epistemicide have been committed against 
our descendants over and over again; those 
who defend the most important elements, 
the Siwan Tinamit (the territory), and all that 
it entails: our identity, cosmovision, and 
rights, have been criminalized. However, 
despite more than 500 years of oppression 
and resistance, the Mayan People are still 
alive and as strong as ever.

One of the holocausts was the internal 
war; its causes, its effects, the resistance, 
and the search for justice leads us to 
the different paths that the victims and 
survivors have travelled so that the acts 
of terror are clarified and judged, to enable 
their respective healing, reparation, and 
vindication of their truth ... their word. 

The heroic role of women and men of the
Ixil People, the Grandmothers of Sepur 
Zarco, and the various cases of transitional 
justice, together with human rights 
organizations, victims’ committees, and 
teams of lawyers, gave the people of 
Guatemala hope on that day, 10 May 
2013, when General Efraín Ríos Montt 
was convicted of Genocide. That day in 
the afternoon, when the sacred Mayan 
ceremony was held on Jun Ajpu day, it 
allowed us to think of the passage in the 
Pop Vuh where the twin deities Jun Ajpu 
and Ixbalamkej went down to Xibalba 
(the underworld) to face a series of trials 
and managed to defeat the lords of death 
Jun Keme and Wuqub’ Keme, emerging 
victorious. Thus, we saw the Ixil witnesses, 
who with so much courage taught us that 
all obstacles can be overcome and that it 
was time to overcome and return to the 
Saqb’e, (“white path”). That afternoon 



the earth shook, trembled, the bodies of 
the disappeared, of those who had been 
massacred, were the ones who manifested 
themselves and were present to be 
witnesses of what was being experienced 
in the tribunal tower. 

However, the structural problems 
that generated the war and the 
genocide are still in force; the great 
inequalities to which the native 
peoples have been subjected 
have not been resolved: racism, 
poverty, exclusion, evictions. 
During the armed conflict, entire 
communities were evicted 
because of their legal claims to 
title their lands, as in the case 
of the communities of Panzos, 
where the grandmother Adelina 
Caal Maquin (Mamá Maquin) was 
assassinated, as well as the case 
of Sepur Zarco and others that 
ended in massacres. 

At present, the agrarian problem 
continues; communities in the Polochic 
Valley continue to be evicted and their 
ancestral right to the land, their territory, 
has not been restored. In Mayan and Xinka 
territory, under the pretext of development, 
their territories are given in concessions 
to mining and hydroelectric companies 
without the realization of prior, free, and 
informed consultation, as established by 
ILO Convention 169. In the face of the 
communities’ opposition, the companies, 
in collusion with the justice system, 
criminalize the leaders who defend their 

territories, just as they did during the 
armed conflict, using state security forces 
and even the companies’ private security.

In defence of the land and territory, various 
communities have organized and created 
peaceful resistance, as in the case of La 
Puya, in San José del Golfo, in San Juan 
Sacatepéquez, Casillas, San Rafael las 
Flores, Santa Rosa, and other territories. 
Similar to the case of Fausto Sánchez 
Robledo, other leaders have been unjustly 
imprisoned, such as Rigoberto Juárez, 
Abelino Chub Caal, Rubén Herrera, who 
went to trial and proved their innocence. 
Unfortunately, not all cases have achieved 
favourable sentences. In San Juan 
Sacatepéquez, Abelardo Curup was 
sentenced to 150 years for a crime he 
did not commit, he died in prison at the 
age of 71; something similar happened in 
Cahabón to Benardo Caal, for defending 
the Cahabón River.  With this we see 
that justice continues to be selective and 
that for the native peoples and for those 
who oppose so-called “development” it 
will continue to be out of reach. With the 
criminalization of male leadership,

it has been the women who have 
taken on and led the resistance, 

Rosa Tomas. 2021.
Photo credit: CPR Urbana
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not only taking on family 
responsibility but also community 
responsibility. It has been the 
women who have stopped the 
army, the miners, and the workers 
of the companies, as has been the 
case in every era of our history.

Taking the case of Fausto Sanchez, he 
was persecuted because of his multiple 
responsibilities in his community and in his 
territory, but his efforts and those of his 
legal team have generated a precedent in 
legal action for future cases where leaders 
are criminalized for defending the territory. 
Therefore, strategic litigation has been 
useful in demonstrating that the justice 
system continues to be discriminatory, 
racist, and even patriarchal, and that there 
is still much to be done to ensure that 
justice is delivered for the people in a 
timely way.

“Mayan Peoples’ voices regarding 
defence and restoration of collective 
rights through strategic litigation” 
is a document with profound historical 
and community value; it contains, as its 
name says, the voices of the victims, the 
survivors, the criminalized, the persecuted, 
the imprisoned, but also the voices of 
the wind, the water, the forests, the 
animals that lived through the aftermath 
of the genocide and that continue to live 
through the brutality of the genocide, and 
that continue to live the brutality of the 
megaprojects, projects of death installed 
in their territories.

In the search for justice and for the right 
to the truth, they narrated their story of 
pain once again before the courts, before 
Guatemalan society, before the world,

they created their own tools, their 
own strategies, to defeat the 
lords of Xibalba once and for all. It 
was not revenge, it is not a search 
for economic good, it is simply 
the right to live in dignity and 
plenitude on a personal, family, 
community level and in harmony 
with our Mother Earth, in our 
territory. 

We dream of a country where genocide 
will not be repeated, where hunger and 
misery will end, where the Peoples will 
have a full life and a useful existence. For 
this reason, we remember the precept of 
an indigenous people of Abya Yala. 

“We dream our past, to remember 
our future.”

Rosa Estela Tomás Atz
IXIMULEW, 6 Ak’ba’l*
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Indigenous peoples’ march in defence of their territory, Guatemala City. 
Photo Credit: ACOGUATE



Remembering what happened and approaching the complexity of strategic 
litigation processes is an action that contributes to the strengthening of human 
rights, of those who lived through it and of those who unknowingly are also part 
of this history.

IntroducTiOn

The two documents presented in this
edition focus on the contributions and 
experiences of Mayan women and Mayan 
peoples or nations in strategic litigation 
processes, in an attempt to complement  in 
legal terms. Consequently, the words of 
the actors prevail in order to interpret the
development, possibilities, and limitations 
of strategic litigation and, above all, 
to humanize it, so that it is possible 
to understand the motivations and 
consequences of taking the decision 
to organize and appear before national 
courts in search of justice and dignified 
reparations. 

The documents are aimed at a broad 
audience that includes victims or survivors 
who participated in these processes, 
as well as young men and women, high 
school and university students who are 
getting their first glimpse of these stories. 
They aim to do this in such a way that the 
former see their words reflected in the text 
and the latter get to know more deeply 
the structural causes of what happened 
during the counter-subversive war, the 
mechanisms of violence in the past and in 
the present, and above all, the tenacity and 
dignity with which these multiple forms of 
violence have been confronted.

Mayan Mural by “Visual Cultural” artists’ collective in 
Guatemala, 2020. Mural reads “we must overcome the times 

we are living with the presence of our ancestors”.
Photo credit: CPR Urbana



Threads of the same fabric 

Guatemala is a country where 
human rights violations have 
been constant, many of them 
committed by State institutions 
in a systematic and intentional 
manner. The objectives of the 
policies of terror and death 
established by the State against 
the civilian population have 
been diverse and for this reason 
numerous mechanisms of violence 
have been designed and modified 
in their intensity and brutality at 
different moments in history. One 
of the most critical moments is 
undoubtedly the recent war, which 
has defined to a large extent the 
current forms of violence and also 
those of resistance. 

Therefore, in the title of this document, 
the links between the past and the present 
are maintained, since it is considered that 
only from the notion of continuum can the 
dynamics of violence and the strategies to 
confront it be identified.

Although the mobilization and resistance 
of communities and organizations in 
opposition to repression and genocide 
began at the time of the war, the struggles 
against discrimination, racism and state 
violence against indigenous peoples and 
nations preceded them. The permanence 
of the original peoples and nations despite 
the magnitude of the genocidal violence is 
a sign of their strength rooted in ancestry. 

These links are what sustain and give 
meaning today to the actions of people 
who have decided to engage in strategic 
litigation as an alternative that adds to 
broader justice-seeking processes.

It is necessary to remember that it was not 
until the end of the 1990s, with the signing 
of the Peace Accords, that spaces were 
opened to debate and new political and 
rights-affirming spaces could be created. 
In this context, lawsuits were initiated 
in the national and international justice 
systems to clarify, seek justice for repair 
the damages caused during the war, many 
of which took more than a decade to be 
resolved while others are still in process. 
During this time, the organizations that 
provided accompaniment developed new 
ways of litigating these cases based on 
the needs and claims of the victims and 
survivors who also grew stronger over the 
years.

Strategic litigation is the application 
of law as a tool with a comprehensive 
approach that aims to develop different 
strategies that seek to “unveil and 
expose power structures from which 
human rights are systematically violated, 
to determine whether there was a 
systematic pattern of violation of the 
right, whether there was an orchestrated 
policy from specific power groups or 
from the State itself” (Cumes, 2016 cited 
by Nimatuj, 2019). Consequently, the 
purpose of strategic litigation is not reduced 
to winning the lawsuit; rather it aims to 
set precedents for social justice, for the 
transformation of the justice system, for 
the collective good and for the protection 
of the fundamental rights of individuals.

Mayan Peoples’ voices regarding defence and restoration of collective rights through strategic litigation 9



The approach is relatively recent and has 
been used in both past and present cases, 
given that it can interweave complementary 
perspectives from different disciplines to 
understand and question the complexity 
of power and domination relations within 
society. In the Guatemalan context, it 
has been this multi-disciplinary character 
woven with inter-organizational alliances 
that has made possible the appropriation 
of processes and public dialogue about 
the need to break with impunity and 
rethink what is understood as justice and 
reparation.

This has been fundamental when 
addressing violence against women due 
to the limitations and prejudices of a 
patriarchal society, in the same way as it 
has been when recognising racism as a 
characteristic axis of colonial societies, 
and the impoverishment of the vast 
majority in an economic system based 
on dispossession. These are dimensions 
that overlap and potentiate each other 
according to the context. For this reason, 
strategic litigation requires a flexible and 
complex approach that recognizes the 
enormous work carried out by 
interpreters, accompaniers, regional 
liaison persons and community 
development facilitators, the majority of 
whom are indigenous women who are 
involved in daily accompaniment and 
without whom the litigation process 
would be impossible.

understanding the violence 
against indigenous peoples in 
guatemala

This document focuses on two 
experiences of strategic litigation linked 
to crimes committed against peoples 
or entire communities. The first is the 
genocide against the Ixil people and the 
second is the criminalization of Mr. Fausto 
Sánchez Roblero, ancestral authority of 
the Maya Mam people of San Pablo, 
San Marcos. Here the central notions of 
community and communality are tied to 
life and the physical, emotional, cognitive, 
and energetic territories of the people. 
Thus, the damage caused by genocide and 
criminalization is collectivized and faced in 
the same way.

To facilitate understanding, these 
processes are presented as a continuum 
that links past and present, in which 
the different stages of the history of 
Guatemalan society and of the Mayan 
peoples and nations are woven together. 
And in these stages, there are mechanisms 
or forms of violence that are updated to 
terrorize or eliminate entire communities 
in order to maintain dominance over 
these groups, stripping them of their 
territories, life force and knowledge. In 
this sense, in the same way that the 
current forms of violence were redesigned 
based on the counter-subversive war,
the war only represented a high point in 
which the violent mechanisms on which 
Guatemalan society is based were 
exacerbated.

Mayan Peoples’ voices regarding defence and restoration of collective rights through strategic litigation10



The use of brutality against the native 
peoples or nations is not accidental; the 
discussion about the problems that their 
existence represents has been a constant 
in all political and economic spaces of the 
State, even in those that have promoted 
themselves as progressive or indigenous-
friendly.

State institutions and laws have served 
on multiple occasions to effectively 
dismantle legitimate opposition to 
rampant dispossession. It should be 
recalled that in colonial times, the ancestral 
authorities recognized as indigenous 
leaders filed complaints to the crown that 
their lands were being usurped, using the 
agrarian laws in force at the time. This 
did not guarantee that their rights would 
be restored or that the use of violence 
against them would cease. Similarly, in the 
context of the recent war, legal claims 
to land title often preceded massacres. 

Today, an effective way to eliminate 
leadership and dismantle movements 
claiming their basic human rights is to 
use the legal framework to accuse these 
individuals and collectives of crimes that 
they have not committed, but for which 
a person can be detained and punished 
without real justification.

One of the lessons learned by the powers 
that be after so many years of using 
violence systematically and efficiently is 
that it is not always necessary to raze an 
entire community to instil a fear so deep 
that it remains active for the lifetimes of 
the people and the next generation. The 
market for war and extractive interests has 
generated a specific pattern of repression 
in Guatemala. The two cases presented 
below tell of the dreams, perseverance and 
frustration of people who have sustained 
strategic litigation processes that once 
seemed utopian.

Mayan Peoples’ voices regarding defence and restoration of collective rights through strategic litigation 13



“[...] although my husband 
does not agree with what 
I am doing, although he 
beats me, I know that this 
is a fight that I have to 
continue because I cannot 
just let it go”.

(Pérez, 2015: 68)



This recognition is due to the fact that 

it was the first time that the crime of 

genocide was debated in a national 

court, but also due to the persistence 

in Guatemalan society of subjectivities, 

discourses, and political and economic 

positions inherited from the war that 

were revealed as the case developed. The 

confrontation of a deeply divided society, 

between those who fight for their rights 

to truth, memory, and justice, and those 

who consider it necessary to forget the 

past because it generates polarization and 

impedes the development of the country, 

began long before this trial, but it cut to the 

bone as the case progressed.  In addition, 

Ríos Montt, a powerful charismatic 

figure who managed to maintain power 

in different circles for two decades, was 

seated on the bench of the accused.

All the aforementioned factors contributed 

to the fact that this litigation process was 

extremely long. The beginning of the 

process was defined by the formation in 

2000 of the Justice and Reconciliation 

The case to prosecute the genocide against the Mayan Ixil population is one of the 
best-known strategic transitional justice cases at national and international level.

1 Find a way to repair.

Ixil dignity.  B’anax ku súchil1

An Ixil woman testifies in a hearing of the Ixil Genocide case, Guatemala City, 2013.
Photo credits: CALDH
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Association (AJR), which brought together 
22 communities from five departments. 
That same year, the Center for Legal 
Action on Human Rights (CALDH) began 
legal accompaniment and the collection of 
testimonies from victims/survivors. Both 
AJR and CALDH2 initiated complementary 
processes in order to tackle a legal 
process that already appeared to be of 
great magnitude. In 2001, AJR as co-
plaintiff and CALDH as legal advisor  filed 
a lawsuit for the crime of genocide against 
Efraín Ríos Montt and the military high 
command of his de facto government.

From that date on, there were countless 
legal, political, and communication actions 
promoted by human rights organizations, 
as well as by organizations and lawyers 
who supported the military. As mentioned 
above, the main accused, Ríos Montt, 
enjoyed a great deal of resources and 
continued to participate in different spheres 
of power, including in the State. This had 
repercussions on the reservations that the 
justice professionals had about the case, 
which had to wait a decade for significant 
progress to be made. Throughout this 
same decade, other legal processes 
were opening spaces within transitional 
justice: the cases of the assassination 
of Monsignor Gerardi and Myrna Mack, 
the Río Negro and Plan de Sánchez 
massacres, and the forced disappearances 
in Choatalúm, to name but a few. 

One of the first achievements in the 
process was obtaining military documents 
that would later be used as key evidence in 
the trial. Despite a favourable court ruling in 

2007 ordering their release, they were not 
received until 2009, because the Ministry 
of Defence refused to hand them over, 
arguing that they contained military secrets 
or simply reporting them as missing. At this 
point, the pressure exerted by the victims 
and survivors was of utmost importance 
to make this possible. Antonio Caba, at 
that time president of AJR, mentions:

“We had to speak out publicly, 
hold marches, make demands 
so that they would give us 
this right” (Martínez, 2017).

How were the different 
strategies woven together?

In parallel to the legal strategy, AJR 
held assemblies and regional meetings, 
organized local committees and women’s 
groups, and established a national board of 
directors with legal representation. These 
actions required great efforts by AJR 
members, since the only way to travel to 
the centre of Nebaj3  involved long hours on 
the road in deplorable conditions, leaving 
their families behind to attend to these 
activities or taking their grandchildren or 
younger children with them, a situation 
that was aggravated for women. The 
women faced different conditions than the 
male members of the victims/survivors’ 
committees, given that they had to carry 
out caregiving tasks before the activities, 
or find a family member who could do 

2 CALDH also became a co-plaintiff as part of the legal and political strategy of the case in 2012.
3 Santa Maria Nebaj is a town and municipality in the Guatemalan department of El Quiché. It is considered the capital of Ixil territory.
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them in their absence, or even pay for 
someone else to do them. In addition, 
the women mentioned that they had to 
deal with accusations of infidelity that 
complicated relations within the family.

In addition, CALDH designed 
accompaniment processes to complement 
what was developed by AJR. These 
focused on the eradication of the 
continuum of violence against women 
through a phased strategy that included 
training-healing-research; creation of 
networks and reporting acts of violence 
in the communities (Pérez, 2014:19).  
In addition, other mixed spaces were 
created where victims/survivors were 
informed of the legal actions and CALDH 
affirmed their commitment to provide legal 
accompaniment. The role of the staff 
working in the area, liaison persons, 
translators, and researchers, was 
fundamental to maintain the alliances 
for such a long time. A communications 
strategy was built in different languages 
and formats that positioned the debate 
on genocide within the public sphere.

“Wanted for genocide”; “Yes, 
there was a genocide”; “My 
heart is Ixil” and “Genocide: 
condemning it is an attitude, 
judging it a necessity”, are some 
of the slogans of the campaigns.

The combination of all these actions 
contributed to the witnesses identifying 
what happened as a broad policy and 
not isolated cases, thus validating their 

experiences, and dignifying their words. 
The Flor de Maguey and Women of 
Courage collectives also emerged, the 
former made up of witnesses and survivors 
of sexual violence linked to the case and 
both made up of survivors and witnesses 
of crimes of forced disappearance, 
displacement, massacres, and torture, 
among others, within the same process. 
In this regard, Cecilia Calat stated: 

“As AJR, we women no longer 
feel like victims because joy has 
already returned to our hearts, 
we have already worked through 
several issues, so we no longer feel 
like victims, but yes, the wound 
is still there” (Pérez, 2014: 26). 

Antonio Caba expressed himself in the 
same way, “It helped us a lot because 
I realized that it was not only me who 
had lived that situation, but that there 
are other comrades who have lived the 
same [...] So the meeting with other 
communities gave us strength, gave 
us courage, gave us the power to go 
out publicly and denounce that case. 
Because if it was me alone, I wouldn’t 
have been able to do it” (Martínez, 2017).

The path of the trial

Around June 2011, Héctor Mario López 
Fuentes was captured and made a 
defendant in the case. That same year, 
in October, Judge Carol Patricia Flores 
of the First High Risk Criminal Court of 

Mayan Peoples’ voices regarding defence and restoration of collective rights through strategic litigation 15



First Instance for Criminal Justice, Drug 
Trafficking and Environmental Crimes, 
issued arrest warrants for three military 
commanders, José Mauricio Rodríguez 
Sánchez (Chief of the Intelligence Section 
- G2), Luis Enrique Mendoza García (Chief 
of the Operations Section - G3) and 
Oscar Humberto Mejía Víctores (Minister 
of Defence), of whom only Rodríguez 
Sánchez was captured and made a 
defendant (EFG014). The following year, 
2012, José Efraín Ríos Montt voluntarily 
presented himself in court and was made 
a defendant. This led the organizations to 
reactivate their respective strategies with 
greater force with the aim of putting the 
accused on trial and putting the national 
debate about whether these crimes 
should be tried, who should try them, and 
the scope of the trial, back on the table.

On 19 March, 2013, the first trial for 
genocide in national courts began, 
an event that in itself is a milestone in 
Guatemalan history and jurisprudence. 
The trial took place in the courtroom of 
the Palace of Justice and the tribunal was 
formed by judges Yassmin Barrios, Patricia 
Bustamante, and Pablo Xitumul. Almost 
a hundred witnesses willing to take on 
the weight of their testimonies and with 
clarity of their decision came to testify. 

“I was not afraid because it 
is the truth. And it is good, 
and it has to be said because 
it was not just me, there are 
many more” (Martínez, 2017); 

“We ask for justice because what 
happened to our family cannot 
be repeated. And that’s why I 
decided to give my testimony, 
my truth” (Nomad, 2018, 2m19s).

During the hearings, which lasted three 
months, people faced daily disrespect 
and racist attacks in the courts.

“The relatives of the perpetrators 
assaulted the indigenous women 
inside the courtroom and in the 
corridors during the hearings of 
the case. They called them dirty, 
reflected racism through body 
language of disgust and rejection; 
they got up from chairs when 
they (the indigenous women) 
sat nearby” (Nimatuj, 2019:13).

People also endured “the daughter (of one 
of the accused) and other family members 
[...] spraying perfume where they were 
sitting, one of the accused shouting as they 
left the courtroom “guerrillas!” (Pérez, 
2015: 45), and being denied the use of toilet 
facilities. This racist and discriminatory 
treatment also came on countless 
occasions from guards and other 
employees and officials of the judiciary.

During this trial, the discussion generated 
by the declarations of sexual violence 
given by ten women survivors on 2 April 
stood out. These testimonies challenged 

4 Interview conducted by author
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the foundations of Guatemalan morality 
to the point of creating a period of time 
in which there was no response to 
these testimonies. It wasn’t until days 
later that the hate speech accusing 
them of being prostitutes, of having 
consented to and enjoyed sexual abuse 
and of inventing everything to obtain 
economic compensation exploded. 

The transfer of the witnesses from their 
communities to the hearing required a 
comprehensive security plan that involved 
the Public Prosecutor’s Office and the 
National Civil Police, Peace Brigades 
International, ACOGUATE and other 
security-providing organizations in order 
to guarantee a minimum of security 
measures during the transfer and stay 
of the witnesses and their companions. 
The risk was real because the threats 
and attacks had been activated in local 
spaces and in the capital, encouraged 
by the publications and actions of the 
Association of Military Veterans of 
Guatemala (AVEMILGUA), relatives of 
military personnel and allies (people 
or organizations) of the accused. 
Bulletins appeared from the Foundation 
Against Terrorism, which, under the title 
The Farce of Genocide in Guatemala, 
delegitimized everything that was 
happening in the trial, calling it a conspiracy.

Tension grew progressively during 
the trial, the husbands or children 
of some of the women didn’t want 
them to travel to testify, many of the 
witnesses feared embarrassment or 
being attacked, but they did not stop 
participating because it was something 
they had worked towards for many years.

 

“Threats have always been there, 
but we had to keep going to achieve 
what we wanted” (Martinez, 2017). 

Logistically, transportation, lodging, 
food, medical care, psycho-emotional 
care, and simultaneous interpreting 
at the hearing were provided. 
Witnesses felt supported in court.

“When I testified, I felt happy and 
at the same time sad because I 
remembered what happened to 
my mother. But I felt relieved to 
tell (the court) what had happened 
to me. Thank you to those who 
helped me and gave us support. It 
was there that I saw that it was not 
only me it had happened to, but 
there are also many more women 
and that gave me more strength 
and courage” (UNDP, 2016, 4m41s).

Witnesses represented entire 
communities, and hundreds of people 
from different regions of the country and 
other nationalities packed the courtroom 
every day of the hearings. The common 
goal was justice and guarantees of 
non-repetition. This was stated many 
times by those who participated:

“We are here because of the harm 
that was done to us... because 
we want to live in peace, it is 
true that we have work to do at 
home but what we want is for 
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there to be justice in Guatemala, 
to make history for our children, 
grandchildren and other new 
generations” (Pérez, 2015: 45). 

As the days passed, support multiplied, 
and more than fifty organizations 
expressed their support for the survivors. 
The original organizational alliances kept 
the process going, but they were joined 
spontaneously by various organizations, 
collectives, and ancestral authorities. 
Thousands of victims and survivors 
echoed this strategic litigation case that 
became famous across the country.

After countless legal and fraudulent 
strategies to stop the trial, on 10 May 2013, 
the court acquitted Rodríguez Sánchez 

and convicted Ríos Montt of genocide 
and crimes against humanity, sentencing 
him to 80 years in prison. Upon hearing 
the verdict, people cried, laughed, booed, 
hugged, sang, and danced in the courtroom 
while the defendants remained unmoved 
in their seats, guarded by their security 
team. Outside the courtroom, people 
who could not enter the hearing burned 
incense, and lit candles and fireworks. 
It seemed that justice was possible in 
a country where impunity is the norm. 
The joy of a historically marginalized 
and despised sector of the population 
awakened fears in those who had been 
involved in some way in the counter-
subversive war. Thus,  only 10 days later, 
after business, political and military 
sectors put pressure on the system, 
the Constitutional Court ruled to 

Mayan women from the collectives Women of Courage, Flor de 
Maguey and AJR carry out a ceremony, Guatemala, 2019

Photo credit: CALDH



return the process to previous stages. 
This represented a hard blow for the 
survivors who felt mocked by the justice 
system but, once the first impression had 
passed, they fought to keep the sentence 
they had already obtained in force and 
prepared to face the process again. 
This conviction was expressed at 
different times and in different ways 
over the next five years. Antonio Caba, 
interviewed after the first sentence, said:

“Nobody is going to erase that 
sentence, that sentence already 
exists. The Constitutional 
Court, our justice system 
here in Guatemala, what they 
want to maintain is impunity 
in Guatemala as they always 
have” (Telesur, 2018, om57s).

In addition, Mrs. Juana Sánchez opined:

“What I think is that why don’t 
we continue fighting and that 
they apply the law, [...] I want 
the law to be applied because 
what we say is true, [...] it is 
true that there was genocide 
in the communities, we have 
to continue” (Pérez, 2014:141). 

Why did the Ixil people 
continue with this process?

After years of waiting, the genocide 
trial began again on 16 March 2016. 

This was marked by the controversy of 
the declaration of Ríos Montt’s mental 
incompetence and the attempt to pass a 
law in the Congress of the Republic that 
amnestied this type of crime, in addition 
to a new series of legal moves to hinder 
the debate. In the period between the first 
sentence and the new trial, 24 survivors/
witnesses died. The Major Risk B Court, 
made up of judges María Castellanos, Sara 
Yoc, and Jaime Gonzáles, travelled to Nebaj 
to hear the testimonies of the witnesses, 
who, due to old age and illness, were 
unable to attend the trial in the capital.
On this occasion, the victims/survivors and 
family members gathered in the central 
park of Nebaj to support those who were 
testifying. Members of AVEMILGUA 
also arrived there to proclaim that the 
trial was a farce. Some Ixil people even 
supported the military, demonstrating the 
high levels of conflict in the communities, 
resulting from the war. During the long 
days the survivors endured inclement 
weather and confrontations with those 
who accused them of telling lies.

“It is the military that committed 
those big massacres, that is 
why we are enduring the cold, 
downpours, the sun also, when 
there are many comrades 
who are like this demanding 
justice” (Telesur, 2018, 1m45s).

An unexpected twist was the death of 
Efraín Ríos Montt on 2 April 2018, an event 
that once again changed the course of the 
trial and the strategies of this litigation.
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On 26 September, after more than two 
years, the aforementioned Court issued 
a sentence ratifying that genocide was 
committed during the de facto government 
of Efraín Ríos Montt and upholding 
Rodríguez Sánchez’s acquittal. The death 
of Ríos Montt meant that, although 
the crime had been committed, it was 
not possible for anyone to take on his 
sentence or be held responsible for the 
reparation of the crimes committed. 
This situation denies the possibility of 
receiving material reimbursement for 
the lands and goods usurped during 
the war, although it symbolically fulfils the 
desire to have achieved justice for those 
who died and for those who have not yet 
been born. “We are here because of the 
damage they did to us.... because we want 
to live in peace, it is true we have work 
to do at home but what we want is for 
there to be justice in Guatemala, to make 
history for our children, grandchildren and 
other new generations” (Pérez, 2015:45); 

“I thought I would die and not 
hear that justice had be done; 
the army killed my children and 
now Guatemala knows that it 
was so; I will no longer be able 
to see Ríos Montt in jail, but I 
am sure that he is paying for it 
in the afterlife” (Cordero, 2018). 

Today the Ixil people’s struggle for justice 

continues with new organizational and 

legal processes with a view to building 

communities of peace and in support of 

victims and survivors in other regions 

where genocide was committed, even 

though they have not been tried in 

the judicial system. Recognition of 

their enormous work and perseverance 

throughout this strategic litigation process, 

and which they maintain despite daily 

difficulties, has transcended borders.



I saw that they got out of 
the cars, my reaction was 
to open the kitchen door, 
wanting to escape, but 
then I thought ´I have not 
done anything to anyone´ 
and I went back [...] I said 
´why am I going to run 
away if I have not hurt 
anyone´” (ASM0120).



While this strategic litigation process focuses on one person, it must be 
contextualized to understand the broader effects of the criminalization of 
leadership.

First, the territory inhabited by the 
Mayan Mam community in San Marcos 
is coveted by hydroelectric and mining 
industries that in recent years have 
entered the space, thereby strengthening 
previous hierarchies and inequalities and 
progressively generating conflict between 
people and communities. These conflicts, 
involving State and private security forces 
in the service of the companies, remain 
unresolved. In this context, people who 
are community or ancestral authorities 
claiming rights to self-governance and 
territorial administration are uncomfortable 
for those with a vision of corporate 
development. 

Who is Fausto Sánchez Roblero? 

Mr. Sánchez is a recognized authority in 
his community; therefore, he had been 
assigned responsibilities and powers to 
carry out work in favour of the community, 
understood in terms of its people and its 
autonomy. He held multiple positions; he 
was an indigenous mayor and held his 
position within the Maya Mam Council, 
secretary of the Community Development 
Council (COCODE), treasurer of the school 
board of his hamlet, catechist of the 
Catholic Church and fourth member of 
the Association of Integral Development 
for the West (ADIPO), (COPAE, 2019:11). 

USING THE Law against the Maya Mam community
and authority.
The case of the criminalization of Fausto Sánchez Roblero

Fausto Sanchez participating in an assembly 
of the Maya People’s Council.
Photo credits: Josue Navarro



In addition, since 2007 he participated 
with Peace and Ecology Commission 
Association (COPAE), Mayan People’s 
Council (CPO) and other departmental 
organizations in spaces for reflection that 
supported his work, as he indicates:

“we received workshops on 
the role of an authority in his 
community, local power. To get to 
know our identity because it has 
been restricted by this system 
in which many of us have let 
ourselves go, forgetting our own 
community [...] we already had 
the beginning, but it strengthened 
us even more” (ASM0120).

At the same time, it became known that 
a company was interested in building 
a hydroelectric plant. In 2011, the 
authorization of the Ministry of Energy and 
Mines for the operation of the Hidrosalá 
project5 on the lands of Finca Argentina 
inaugurated a new stage of conflict that 
affects thirty-five communities within 
its area of influence (Hidrosalá, 2020). 

Later, in 2014, the start of construction 
of the hydroelectric plant led to violent 
acts for which the company accused the 
communities of being supported by a 
“criminal network” (Vásquez, 2015). In 
their defence, the community members 
blame the company’s personnel for the 
destruction and argue that theirs is a just 
cause in favour of the communities. 

This is what a community leader, who 
minutes later was captured accused 
of the crime of kidnapping and illicit 
association, said in the midst of a peaceful 
demonstration: [...] the population has 
realized that nobody can be enslaved 
here, not a single community. On the 
contrary all the communities are in 
struggle” (TN23, 2016, 0m54s). The 
arrests of leaders took place amid a tense 
climate heightened by the threat of states 
of siege decreed by the government in 
the region. Between 2014 and 2016, 
numerous arrest warrants were issued 
against community leaders, including 
Fausto Sánchez, the central figure in the 
following story. 

“At no time did I think that 
they were going to 
accuse me because 
as long as we did 

Fausto Sánchez is freed after spending 2 years and 
3 months in jail for crimes he didn’t commit. 
Photo credit: Josue Navarro
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5 This is a private hydroelectric 
power plant with a capacity to gen-
erate 15 MW of energy. The oper-
ating licence was granted by the 
Ministry of Energy and Mines, ac-
cording to Ministerial Agreement 
number 049-2011. Already in 2009, 
the Ministry of Environment and 
Natural Resources had granted an 
environmental licence according 
to resolution number 3503-2009

Fausto Sánchez is freed after spending 2 years and 
3 months in jail for crimes he didn’t commit. 
Photo credit: Josue Navarro



it in a peaceful way, in a legal 
way, because our actions were 
legitimate and authentic according 
to international legislation and 
the Mayan legal system [...] At no 
time did I think that in this way 
the company and the State would 
attack the work that we were 
doing. We didn’t do anything out 
of the ordinary; we did it according 
to the regulations that were 
born in our own communities” 
(ASM0120).

Before dawn on 10 December 2014, 
members of the National Civil Police and 
the Public Prosecutor’s Office surrounded 
Sanchez house. The family, who were 
already awake to go to work on the harvest, 
became aware of the mobilization, but Mr. 
Sánchez did not rush because he thought 
he had done nothing wrong:  When I saw 
that they got out of the cars, my reaction 
was to open the kitchen door, wanting 
to escape, but then I thought ´I have not 
done anything to anyone´ and I went back 
[...] I said ´why am I going to run away 
if I have not hurt anyone´” (ASM0120). 
Mr. Sánchez was arrested and charged 
with kidnapping, abduction, unlawful 
association, aggravated robbery, minor 
injuries, threats, coercion, and torture. He 
was taken to the police substation in San 
Marcos and from there transferred to the 
court where he was formerly accused and 
sent to pre-trial detention, at which point 
he received legal support from COPAE and 
the Maya Mam Council.

What were the individual and 
collective consequences of his 
capture?

The capture generated anguish in the 
family and in the community. From that 
moment on, his wife and young children 
have suffered psychological and emotional 
alterations that have affected their life 
plan. In the same way, many people in the 
community felt terrified and outraged by 
the way in which an authority figure and 
his family were treated.  “That affected the 
community and the resistance movement 
quite a bit. It came to limit, to frighten [...] 
it was rumoured that more people had 
been reported to the police and there were 
warrants for their arrest. So, the population 
lived in fear of the situations they were 
going through” (ASM0120). The company 
took advantage of this situation to 
introduce machinery without consultation 
and without opposition. 

The Prosecutor of the Organized Crime 
Section of the Public Prosecutor’s Office 
initiated two trials against Mr. Sánchez 
for the aforementioned crimes, using 
arguments that accused him of being part 
of a criminal structure,

“organized to commit crimes, and 
in that capacity has been dedicated 
to recruiting [...] a large number 
of people from the hamlets of 
the municipality of San Pablo 
(...) encouraging and instigating 
them to commit crimes” (Public 
Prosecutor’s Office cited by 
COPAE, 2019:10).
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These allegations were similar to those 
made by the company at the time of 
the events. In both cases the courts 
dismissed these allegations and in 2016 
issued acquittals, finding that community 
organizations were not synonymous 
with criminal structures and therefore 
participating in them did not constitute a 
crime. However, Mr. Sánchez was held 
without cause in prison and not released 
until 10 March 2017. In other words, he 
was unjustly imprisoned for two years and 
three months.

The partnership between the community 
leader and the allied organizations 
continued throughout the process. “I think 
they gave me my place and space. They 
respected that part” (ASM0120). Fausto’s 
fortitude throughout his time in prison, 
the dismissal of the charges against him 
and his subsequent release, renewed the 
collective will to maintain the causes in 
favour of the community over the interests 
of the companies. “This gave back the 
strength, the confidence, the spirit that to 
this day the communities are always alert 
to what is happening. The communities 
are organized” (ASM0120).

Who repairs the damage caused 
by criminalization?

About his time in prison, Mr. Sánchez says 
that he knew that there were organizations 
and neighbours who supported him 
morally and provided basic needs for him 
and his family. But despite this support, 
on many occasions he thought he had lost 
everything, particularly in the beginning 

when the overwhelming situation led 
his wife to question his actions because 
she had not foreseen the consequences. 
However, as the hearings unfolded, these 
considerations changed in favour of the 
defence of the peoples and their territories. 
To this was added the psychosocial 
attention provided to the family by the 
Human Rights Office of the Archdiocese 
of Guatemala (ODHAG).

In this case, the alliances of Mr. Fausto 
Sánchez as a member of the Mayan Mam 
Council with COPAE, Office of Human 
Rights of the Archbishopric of Guatemala 
(ODHAG), Peasant Workers’ Movement 
(MTC), National Front for Struggle (FRENA), 
Ajchmol, Fundación Tierra Nuestra, 
International Commission of Jurists, Madre 
Selva, and his community, gave him moral, 
political, and legal support. They also 
formed a joint analysis working group with 
people from other regions who had also 
been criminalized. These alliances built a 
solid base of support and moral redress in 
the face of the arbitrariness and injustice 
of state institutions.

”I could say that morally I feel 
compensated, but not otherwise. 
Because I lost many things that 
were my life’s work to support my 
family. There were big economic 
expenses, in the family, in the 
home and I was able to solve 
these by selling some properties. 
Morally, I was maintained by that 
support given by many people, it 
lifts my spirits. Maybe I can say 
in that aspect that I feel valued. I 
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feel valued as an authority in my 
community”, Mr. Fausto Sánchez 
(ASM0120). 

Because of all the suffering, the economic 
expenses that his unjustified stay in prison 
represented, Mr. Fausto, with the support 
of COPAE, filed a criminal complaint against 
the justice system, which was dismissed 
by different bodies. This situation led them 
to file a complaint in 2019 before the Inter-
American Commission on Human Rights 
for denial of justice, which has not been 
resolved to date. Fausto Sanchez looks upon the Salá river, 

San Marcos, 2020, Guatemala.
Photo credit: Hugo López
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I saw that they got out of 
the cars, my reaction was 
to open the kitchen door, 
wanting to escape, but 
then I thought ´I have not 
done anything to anyone´ 
and I went back [...] I said 
´why am I going to run 
away if I have not hurt 
anyone´” (ASM0120).



The genocide case against the Mayan Ixil population is one of the best known 
strategic litigation cases at the national and international level.

Despite all the obstacles that the judicial 
system represents for Mayan peoples, 
entire communities have decided to file 
lawsuits in search of justice in the official 
system in a clear bid to transform the 
conditions of their communities and also 
the institutions of state justice. These 
processes have been platforms to unveil 
the stark face of Guatemalan reality, 
the magnitude of violence of which has 
shocked anyone who has witnessed it.

The strategic litigation processes 

addressed in this document bring to the 
table the structures of domination that 
have put human dignity in a hierarchy 
and normalized structures of meaning 
and power that deny access to justice 
for the vast majority of the population. 
Both show a new stage of violence and 
resistance crossed by an ethnic abyss that 
is inextricably linked to the dispossession 
of some by others. For this reason, these 
disputes have opened up necessary 
dialogues and debates about the social 
fractures of today.

What can we learn from THESE 
strategic litigation cases?

Women from the collectives Women of Courage, Flores de 
Maguey and AJR, Guatemala, 2019.

Photo credit: CALDH.
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In the case of the genocide of the Mayan 
Ixil people, the active participation of the 
witnesses has revealed the magnitude 
of the violent strategies designed by the 
State to eliminate a large majority of the 
population, terrorize the survivors, and 
appropriate territories and collective 
goods on the pretext of security and 
national development. It has been their 
tenacity and will to fight despite the 
precarious situations in which they survive 
that have made it possible for the justice 
system to rule on two occasions that the 
crimes committed are part of a genocidal 
strategy.

Likewise, the case of the current 
criminalization of community leaders 
demonstrates the versatility of violence 
and the arbitrary use of laws and 
regulations to maintain the social 
hierarchy. In this sense, criminalizing Mr. 
Fausto Roblero was a direct attack on the 
decisions of the people who had delegated 
responsibilities to him. It also attacked their 
collective morality and dignity, because if 
it was possible that he could be accused 
and imprisoned, it was possible that 
any other person could suffer the same 
fate. In addition to this, it is necessary 
to contemplate how, when read through 
the lens of sexual and racial hierarchies, 
patriarchal power is underlined. 

The phenomenon of criminalization is 
shaped by the relations between Mayan/
indigenous communities, many of them 
dispossessed, and Ladino hegemonic 
power, as well as by the sexual dichotomy 
that explains why the criminalization of 
men, both in number and impact, is different 
from that of women. Criminalization also 

underscores the idea that nothing can 
be done and that the authority and self-
government of the population is not 
real. For this reason, the criminalization 
of one or more leaders becomes 
a powerful tool in dismantling the 
struggles for sovereignty of the native 
peoples or nations in their territories.

The main objective of the Mayan peoples 
that have chosen strategic litigation is 
that the crimes committed should not 
be repeated. From their perspective, 
condemnation of the perpetrators is not 
the ultimate goal of justice. Guided by 
the desire to dignify the memory of those 
who died during the war, which at the 
same time constitutes a pillar of strength, 
and to inherit better living conditions for 
new generations. This is how the words of 
two elderly women sum it up:

“I am already old, I have little 
time left but my grandchildren 
do not, I ask for justice for them 
[...] I do not want my children, my 
grandchildren to suffer” (Nómada, 
2018, 2m30s); “What happened 
to me was terrible for those who 
can hear me in other places, what 
I hope is that what happened to 
me does not happen to others” 
(PNUD, 2016, 3m58s).

Inter-organizational alliances were 
necessary to guarantee the sustainability 
of the processes. Economic sustainability, 
communication strategy, research and 
recovery of historical memory, healing, 
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psychosocial support, accompaniment, 
and assertive organizational 
strengthening from the people’s own 
codes, laid the foundations so that the 
judicial processes could be maintained 
for so long. The collective construction 
of the strategic litigation process makes it 
possible for the claims that they raise to 
go beyond the organizations that promote 
them, then alliances emerge that were not 
considered at the beginning but that add 
actions and contribute to a new narrative 
of what happened, demonstrating the 
success of these lawsuits.

Positioning both cases within a 
continuum allows us to understand 
the dynamics of violence against 
Mayan peoples. This leads us to 
ask fundamental questions about 
justice and the Guatemalan judicial 
system, its potential, and limitations, 
for the reparation of collective and 
transgenerational damages that affect 
all the people who cohabit the territory 
called Guatemala.
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We are deeply grateful to the women and men who have 
been part of this research, who have shared from their 
hearts their words and feelings on this journey towards 
justice, and who invite us to continue our efforts to build 
a more just world.

Endurance.
Photo credit: ACOGUATE
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Mayan women in attendance at a hearing of the Ixil 
Genocide case, Guatemala City, 2013.
Photo credit: CALDH



TIMELINE: AJR-FLOWERS OF MAGUEY-WOMEN OF COURAGE

TIMELINE: FAUSTO SÁNCHEZ ROBLERO

THE JUSTICE AND 
RECONCILIATION 
ASSOCIATTION 

-AJR- IS FOUNDED

CALDH 
ACCOMPANI-

MENT 
BEGINS 

2000 2001

GENOCIDE LAWSUIT 
FILED AGAINST EFRAÍN 
RÌOS MONTT AND THE 

MILITARY HIGH 
COMMAND OF HIS 

GOVERMENT

2001

HÉCTOR MARIO 
LÓPEZ

 IS CAPTURED 
AND CHARGED 
WITH A CRIME

2011/ June 2011/ October 12

ARREST WARRANTS ISSUED FOR JOSÉ MAURICIO 
RODRÍGUEZ SÁNCHEZ, LUIS ENRIQUE MENDOZA AND 

OSCAR HUMBERTO MEJÍA VICTORES

2012

RÍOS MONTT APPEARS IN 
COURT AND IS PUT ON TRIAL

2011/ October 13

JOSÉ MAURICIO RODRÍGUEZ 
WAS INDICTED (THE OTHER TWO 

DEFENDANTS ARE NOT CAPTURED)

2013/ March 19

1ST GENOCIDE 
TRIAL OPENS

2013/ May 10

RÍOS MONTT 
CONVICTION AND 
ACQUITTAL FOR 

RODRÍGUEZ SÁNCHEZ 

2013/ May 20

CC REVERSES THE 
PROCEEDINGS AND 
ANNULS THE FIRST 

JUDGEMENT

2016/March 16

2ND
 GENOCIDE 

TRIAL BEGINS 

2018/
September 26

RULING RATIFIES THAT 
GENOCIDE WAS 

COMMITTED DURING 
THE RIOS MONTT 
GOVERNMENT. 

RODRIGUEZ SÁNCHEZ 
IS ACQUITTED

MINISTRY OF 
ENERGY AND 

MINES 
AUTHORIIZES 
HIDRO SALA 

PROJECT

2011 2014

CONFLICT OVER 
PROJECT 

GENERATES 
VIOLENT EVENTS

2014/2015

ARREST WARRANTS 
WERE ISSUED FOR 

10 COMMUNITY 
LEADERS

2014/December 10

SANCH'EZ ROBLERO 
IS ARRESTED AND 

REMANDED IN 
CUSTODY. TWO 

TRIALS ARE 
OPENED AGAINST 

HIM

2016/August 18

ACQUITTAL
1ST CASE

2016/November 3

ACQUITTAL
 2ND CASE

2017/March 10

SÁNCHEZ 
ROBLERO IS 

FREED

2017/April 7

SÁNCHEZ ROBLERO 
FILES CRIMINAL 

COMPLAINT AGAINST 
JUSTICE SYSTEM

2017/November 10

SECTION PROSECUTOR 
DISMISSES COMPLAINT

2018/May 23

THRE CRIMINAL COURT OF THE 
FIRST INSTANCE FOR DRUG 

TRAFFICKING AND CRIMES AGINST 
THE ENVIRONMENT UPHOLDS THE 

DISMISSAL OF THE COMPLAINT

2019

SÁNCHEZ ROBLERO 
FILES COMPLAINT

WITH IACHR
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THE JUSTICE AND 
RECONCILIATION 
ASSOCIATTION 

-AJR- IS FOUNDED

CALDH 
ACCOMPANI-

MENT 
BEGINS 

2000 2001

GENOCIDE LAWSUIT 
FILED AGAINST EFRAÍN 
RÌOS MONTT AND THE 

MILITARY HIGH 
COMMAND OF HIS 

GOVERMENT

2001

HÉCTOR MARIO 
LÓPEZ

 IS CAPTURED 
AND CHARGED 
WITH A CRIME

2011/ June 2011/ October 12

ARREST WARRANTS ISSUED FOR JOSÉ MAURICIO 
RODRÍGUEZ SÁNCHEZ, LUIS ENRIQUE MENDOZA AND 

OSCAR HUMBERTO MEJÍA VICTORES

2012

RÍOS MONTT APPEARS IN 
COURT AND IS PUT ON TRIAL

2011/ October 13

JOSÉ MAURICIO RODRÍGUEZ 
WAS INDICTED (THE OTHER TWO 

DEFENDANTS ARE NOT CAPTURED)

2013/ March 19

1ST GENOCIDE 
TRIAL OPENS

2013/ May 10

RÍOS MONTT 
CONVICTION AND 
ACQUITTAL FOR 

RODRÍGUEZ SÁNCHEZ 

2013/ May 20

CC REVERSES THE 
PROCEEDINGS AND 
ANNULS THE FIRST 

JUDGEMENT

2016/March 16

2ND
 GENOCIDE 

TRIAL BEGINS 

2018/
September 26

RULING RATIFIES THAT 
GENOCIDE WAS 

COMMITTED DURING 
THE RIOS MONTT 
GOVERNMENT. 

RODRIGUEZ SÁNCHEZ 
IS ACQUITTED

MINISTRY OF 
ENERGY AND 

MINES 
AUTHORIIZES 
HIDRO SALA 

PROJECT

2011 2014

CONFLICT OVER 
PROJECT 

GENERATES 
VIOLENT EVENTS

2014/2015

ARREST WARRANTS 
WERE ISSUED FOR 

10 COMMUNITY 
LEADERS

2014/December 10

SANCH'EZ ROBLERO 
IS ARRESTED AND 

REMANDED IN 
CUSTODY. TWO 

TRIALS ARE 
OPENED AGAINST 

HIM

2016/August 18

ACQUITTAL
1ST CASE

2016/November 3

ACQUITTAL
 2ND CASE

2017/March 10

SÁNCHEZ 
ROBLERO IS 

FREED

2017/April 7

SÁNCHEZ ROBLERO 
FILES CRIMINAL 

COMPLAINT AGAINST 
JUSTICE SYSTEM

2017/November 10

SECTION PROSECUTOR 
DISMISSES COMPLAINT

2018/May 23

THRE CRIMINAL COURT OF THE 
FIRST INSTANCE FOR DRUG 

TRAFFICKING AND CRIMES AGINST 
THE ENVIRONMENT UPHOLDS THE 

DISMISSAL OF THE COMPLAINT

2019

SÁNCHEZ ROBLERO 
FILES COMPLAINT

WITH IACHR
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Fausto Sánchez announces in an assembly of indigenous authorities, 
community leaders and community members that the Supreme 
Court of Justice has suspended the licence of the Hidrosalá 
hydroelectric dam.
Photo credit: Adrían Wolf





UNTIL LOVE
CONQUERS FEAR 
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