
Facilitator Notes: Artivism is the combination of two words activism + artist. It’s an artistic way to bring 
about awareness of a topic leading to social change. In this activity we are going to explore Artivism by 
exploring mural art on the separation wall in Palestine as well as Trócaire Murals and then invite young 
people to create their own digital murals on a global justice issue that affects them.

The Art of 
Artivism

Art should comfort the disturbed, and disturb the 
comfortable. 
 Banksy

Purpose 
To explore how Art 
can be a tool to raise 
awareness about 
Global Justice issues.

Materials 
• Artivism power 

point presentation 

• Artivism 
worksheets

• Tablets/laptops if 
available

Reminder
View slides 1- ** of the Palestine 
power point before completing 
activities. The powerpoint offers 
background information on 
Palestine,where it is located, 
flags, languges, geograohy, cities 
and country context.

Background on Wall
In 2003 after decades of conflict, the Israeli 
government started building a barrier around the 
west bank, including a separation wall around 
East Jerusalem.  The barrier takes various forms, 
including a security fence, and the wall. The wall 
itself is 26 feet tall (3 time higher that the berlin 
wall) and the barrier including the wall is over 
440 miles long. The wall itself has changed the 
landscape of the area and is very controversial.  
The wall, has been built deep into Palestinian 
territory and has resulted in the confiscation of 
large parts of Palestinian land and has cut off 
thousands of Palestinians from social services, 
schools, and farmland.

The wall a canvas for Art and Protest

The wall has been used as a canvas for, street 
art, murals and political graffiti. Different kinds of 
urban art can be seen on large sections of the wall 
close to built up Palestinian areas, for example 
Bethlehem.

In 2005 famous urban artist Banksy visited 
Bethlehem and Abu Dis, cities that have been 
impacted by the wall, and created nine big murals, 
all of which illustrated the need to go through or 
destroy the barrier. However, there is another 
side to the wall. Many Palestinians think that 
the presence of urban art makes the wall more 
acceptable since it is filled with beautiful art. 
They argue that a grey plain wall would be more 
shocking. Have a look at the power point and 
decide what to do you think. 
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Activity One
Step 1: Read out the following background 
information on the separation wall to your group

Step 2 : Show slides ****-****art on 
the separation wall on slide **** of the 
PowerPoint.

Step 3: Designate one side of the 
room as ‘agree’, and one side as ‘disagree’. 
Explain to the young people that they will hear a 

series of statements that reflect the viewpoints 
about Artivism on the separation wall and they 
must decide if they agree, disagree or are 
somewhere in-between. They then position 
themselves in the room to reflect their viewpoint. 
Choose some young people to explain their 
viewpoint for each statement.

Step 4: Read out the following Agree / Disagree 
statements 

Time 
10 minutes

Time: 10 minutes

• Street art is an effective way to make a statement

• The wall should not be used as a canvas.

• The wall should only be used by local people/artists/ to highlight their injustices.

• Art on the wall takes away from the severity of the wall.

• The wall needs a global audience so the more famous people who make art on the wall 
the better.

• The wall can be used to speak truth to power.

Activity Two: 
Visual Messaging 
Step 1 
Split group into pairs and show young people 
photos of Artivism on the wall in Palestine. Slide 
number xxx on the power point slides.

Step 2 
In pairs ask each group to take a close look at the 
pieces of Artivism on slide*** and decide what 
piece they will focus on and fill out the sheet 
below.

Step 3 
Discus the pieces of Artivism as a wider group, 
ask people to feed back on their Artivism 
worksheets and ask if the examples used were 
successful at making an Artivism point.

Ask the groups a final question do they think they 
could create a mural?
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How does this piece of art 
make you feel?

What do you think it is trying 
to say?

Is the location of the 
Artivism important? Why?

Do you believe it is 
successful in trying to make 
that point?
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Activity Three: 
Your Artivism

Step 1 
As a group use a mind map/ brainstorm local 
justice issues – choose an issue you want to 
create a mural for … example, cost of living crisis, 
youth unemployment, women’s rights. Can you 
link any personal/ local issues to global issues for 
example.

Time 
10 minutes

Facilitator Note: Participating in the 
Artivism is to send a message about a topic 
that’s important to you. It is a kind of ‘soft’ 
campaigning to demonstrate a point? 

The Global Dimension: If the students are investigating an issue in the Irish context – for example, 
the pollution of freshwaters in Ireland (https://www.irishtimes.com/news/environment/report-
confirms-acceleration-of-species-loss-and-habitat-deterioration-1.3893077) or the proposed gold-
mining operations in the Sperrin Mountains (https://www.theguardian.com/business/2020/jul/28/how-
much-is-a-life-worth-northern-irish-community-split-over-gold-mining-plans) – it is important to make 
local-to-global links where possible.

Step 2 
Decide on your message, split into smaller groups 
of 4 young people hand them out a piece of paper 
and ask them to decide on a message in relation 
to the group issue.

• What do you want to say?

• How will you say it?

• Do you want to use words, pictures or 
symbols?

Step 3 
Ask young people to go on a scavenger hunt of 
their youth club/school/ community to find a wall 
suitable for their mural and photograph the wall on 
their phone.

Step 4 
Ask young people to design their Mural either on 
paper or on their phone using their photo drawing 
tool depending on what app they choose to use – 
many social media or in-built phone apps allow you 
to do this. As the group start designing their virtual 
murals, show the things to consider slide on page 
*** of the PowerPoint.

Step 5 
Ask the groups to present to the group their virtual 
mural by displaying it through the laptop, computer 
or projector. Ask the young people to vote for the 
most impactful piece of Artivism.

Global justice issue SDG Targets Documentary idea

Women’s rights SDG 5. Gender 
equality

5.5 Women in 
leadership positions

Female leaders in their 
community and around the 
world

Pollution in our oceans SDG 14. Life below 
water

14.1 Reduce marine 
pollution of all kinds

Single use plastic in our 
oceans

Biodiversity loss SDG 15. Life on land 15.2 Sustainable 
forest management

The effects of palm oil 
production on indigenous 
communities

4      The Art of Artivism


