
5th December

2022

On International Volunteer Day, THANK YOU

From all in Trócaire, thank you for your volunteering in 2022.



THANK YOU MESSAGES FROM TRÓCAIRE STAFF

“Your work for corporate accountability 

this year has really had an impact. We’re 

seeing progress towards a new EU law, 

and this has taken decades of people 

power to get us to this point. We couldn’t 

do it without you! Thank you so much for 

all of your hard work and efforts, it’s 

really inspiring.” – Garry Walk, Policy & 

Advocacy Adviser



Kerry

Above right, Maura O'Leary's Season of Creation Display in Rathmore 

Church. Congratulations to Declan Crowley from Killorglin (above left) for 

organising a Parish Day for Biodiversity on 24 September.

Pictured are Mary Fitzgerald from Fossa with Sylvia Thompson from 

Transition Kerry From the Ground Up Event in Tralee in September.



Cork

Thank you to all the volunteers who set up Season of Creation spaces in their 

churches during the month of September to raise awareness of the 

environmental crisis. Pictured below are displays from the parishes of 

Bartlemy, Churchtown and Carrigaline. "Listen to the cry of the earth and 

the cry of the poor, who suffer most" - Pope Francis

Give a gift that 

shows how much 

you care...give a 

Trócaire

Gift of Love

Visit Trócaire, 9 Cook Street in Cork City for beautifully-made crafts, 

cards and gifts for loved ones this Christmas.



North of 

Ireland

In the run up to 

Christmas, 23 of our 

NI volunteers and 22 

parish gift sellers from 

the region are busy 

organising sales of 

Trócaire Gifts of Love 

in their parish! 

Photo: Volunteer Pat 

McQuaid with the late 

Kieran Conlan (RIP) 

selling Trócaire Gifts 

of Love in her local 

shopping Centre!

The official 

unveiling of 

the ‘Threads 

for 

Corporate 

Justice’ took 

place in 

Belfast on 11

October 

2022 at the 

occasion of 

the One 

World 

Festival. The 

tapestry 

stayed there 

for a week.



Galway/Limerick

The Limerick volunteers met in St Munchin’s

Diocesan offices on the 7 November.

They collected all the materials that they needed 

for the Gifts of Love campaign in their own 

parishes and learned about the new gifts for this 

year.

They also discussed plans to organise  a ‘From 

Limerick with Love’ walk for Lent 2023.

Geraldine (below left) held a stand at the Picnic Against 

Apartheid in support of Palestinian people in Eyre Square, 

Galway on 10 September.

It was a beautiful sunny day and got lots of attention when 

young Galwegian Katie started singing for the public.

Bertie and Marie-Anne travelled to the Blasket centre, Co. Kerry on 14 

September to set up the Irish version of the Face of Resistance exhibition 

which got the attention of thousands of visitors up until the end of October.



Cork

Face of Resistance Exhibition Launch - October 2022 in Cork City Library

Attending the launch were members of the Wilton Justice and Peace Group 

(top left), Yvonne Cronin and volunteer Denis Healy (below left), and Cork's 

newest volunteer, Oreva Oboreh with Janet Twomey (right).

Thanks to Johnny (Bongos) Horgan 

from Mallow for raising €839 for our 

work across the world pictured above 

with Elaine Hill from Trócaire.

Thanks to Omar and his team at 

Locale Pizza in Carrigaline for 

raising €1,086 for our work in 

Palestine.



Grace (left) and Tony helped at the 

screening the new Trócaire documentary 

on Business and Human Rights ‘Make it 

Your Business’ in Grangegorman, TU 

Dublin on 7 September. The event marked 

the closing of the Care for Our Common 

Home Photographic Exhibition which was 

running there all summer.

Leinster volunteers all met at the 

launch of ‘Threads for Corporate 

Justice’ in Third Space café, 

Smithfield, Dublin on 18 November.

It was an enjoyable event with 

chats, music and then speeches by 

the four volunteers who had hand 

crafted a piece: Thea Lawler, 

Patricia Devlin, Eiméar Savage 

and Niamh Darcy  (below right from 

left to right). 

Without any sewing background, 

they produced real pieces of art.

The tapestry stayed in Third Space 

until 2 December.

Leinster



Campaigns 

group

This 23-minute documentary tells the story of how big business around the 

world is exploiting human rights and damaging the environment in pursuit of 

profits, and what we can do to stop it. The documentary was made by 

Emmet Sheerin from the Campaigns Team and features Garry Walsh from 

the Policy Team as the presenter. 

Watch the trailer here: https://vimeo.com/728814068

New resources available for community events

The campaigns volunteers have been very busy the last few months.

They contacted their local politicians to ask to increase the ODA (Overseas 

Development Assistance) ahead of the Irish Government’s Budget. This 

achieved a welcomed increase of €177 million and the additional immediate 
allocation of €30 million in response to the extreme hunger crisis in the 
Horn of Africa.

They put pressure on the UK and Irish 

governments for their involvement in the UN 

negotiations on a Treaty on Business and Human 

Rights.

They also took action to ask TDs to ensure that 

Ireland pushes for a strong EU law against 

corporate abuse of human rights and the 

environment. You too can take action here.

If you would like to contribute to Trócaire’s campaigning work, why not 

organise to have an exhibition in your community?

You could ask your local café, library, school, parish, community hall to hold 

the Face of Resistance exhibition (available both in Irish and English) 

and/or the ‘Threads for Corporate Justice’ tapestry.

You could also organise a film screening of the new documentary ‘Make it 

your Business’.

https://vimeo.com/728814068
https://www.trocaire.org/petitions/a-strong-law-corporate-abuse/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=myb-video&utm_campaign=eaction
https://www.trocaire.org/petitions/a-strong-law-corporate-abuse/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=myb-video&utm_campaign=eaction


East Africa 

Crisis

Somalia and its neighbours in the Horn of Africa, 

including Ethiopia and Kenya, are in the grip of the 

worst drought in more than 40 years, which has wiped 

out livestock and crops.  

Four consecutive droughts, the ripple effects of the 

Ukraine war, climate change and Covid-19 have 

created the direst of conditions in the region. 

The UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) estimates 

that the number of people at risk of starvation across 

Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia had increased to 22 

million. In Somalia alone, the number of people facing 

crisis hunger levels is 7.8 million, or around half the 

population, while around one million people have fled 

their homes in a desperate search for food and water.

Trócaire’s staff and partners are providing emergency 

food supplies and all the support they can give.

Climate change is a major cause of the current hunger 

crisis. Kenya, Somalia and South Sudan represent 

2.75% of the world’s population but account for just 

0.1% of global carbon emissions. Meanwhile, it is 

estimated that Ireland produces nearly 54 times higher 

emissions than Somalia alone and 59 times that of 

South Sudan. 

Trócaire has welcomed the agreement at COP27 for 

the establishment of a Loss and Damage fund aimed 

at providing vital financial support to the millions 

affected by climate change in developing countries. 

The agreement was concluded after tense 

negotiations that went into overtime. A welcome 

outcome, so much more needs to be done. 

Visit: 

https://www.trocaire.

org/campaigns/climat

e-justice/

https://www.trocaire.org/campaigns/climate-justice/


2022

The Gift 
of Winter 
Essentials

The Gift of 
Food Baskets

There are 23 Gifts to choose from including two new gifts this year:  

The Gift of a Family Food Basket (below left) for families in Somalia and 

Ethiopia who are trying to survive the worst drought in the region for 

decades.  

And The Gift of Winter Essentials (below right) for Syrian families living in 

refugee camps in Lebanon where winters can be dangerously cold for those 

with nothing more than tarpaulin tents to protect them.

These are Christmas Gifts with a difference! They are gifts that show our 

brothers and sisters across the world that we haven’t forgotten them. They 

are Gifts that change lives!

If you think you would like to sell the gifts after mass in your parish or would 

like to organise a sale of the Gifts in your community then get in touch with 

your volunteer officer for more details and support!

https://www.trocaire.org/gifts/winter-essentials/
https://www.trocaire.org/gifts/family-food-basket/


Cork/Kerry:

Janet Twomey – janet.twomey@trocaire.org

North of Ireland:

Roisin O’Hara – roisin.ohara@trocaire.org

Mark McMahon – mark.mcmahon@trocaire.org

Dublin/North Leinster and Galway/Limerick:

Marie-Anne Michel – marieanne.michel@trocaire.org

GIFTS OF LOVE IN YOUR PARISH

Parish bulletin note

Trócaire Gifts of Love help some of the poorest people in the world to work 

their way out of poverty. There are 23 gifts to choose from starting at £5/€5 

for the Gift of Soap for families in war-torn South Sudan. All the gifts are real 

items, sourced in-country which go to families in need of our support. 

Gift brochures can be found at the back 

of the Church. The Gifts can also be 

bought through the Trócaire website or 

by phone or post and delivered to your 

door in time for Christmas. Electronic 

cards are also available meaning they 

can be emailed immediately to friends 

and family, near and far.

For further information go to 

https://www.trocaire.org/gifts .

This year 

we have new calendars 

that you can sell in your local 

parish or community. For more 

information on these, please 

contact your local volunteer 

officer.

mailto:janet.twomey@trocaire.org
mailto:roisin.ohara@trocaire.org
mailto:mark.mcmahon@trocaire.org
mailto:%20marieanne.michel@trocaire.org
https://www.trocaire.org/gifts

