
Thandekile is a thirty-one-year-old widow who lives with her two children, 
Nomatter (11) and Forward (8), in the Matabeleland South Province of Zimbabwe.
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Covid-19 has had a huge effect on Thandekile’s 
family since the pandemic arrived in Zimbabwe 
in 2020. Similarly to here at home, Nomatter and 
Forward were unable to go to school for a long 
time. 

Thandekile’s husband, Donovan, worked in South 
Africa and sent money back to the family, which they 
were able to use to buy food, clothes and school 
supplies. The arrival of Covid-19 was catastrophic for 
the family. Donovan for a time lost his job because 
of the pandemic. He later contracted the virus and 
died. It also took a lot longer to get to the pharmacy 
to collect medicine as the public transport services 
were not running. Most businesses closed, which 
meant that many people became unemployed. 
It was a particularly difficult time for everyone. 
Even before Covid-19, Thandekile and her family 
were facing hunger as droughts and heavy rainfall 
caused their plants and crops to fail. The family 
would often go nights without eating, as food was 
not always available and there was a prevalence 
of food insecurity in their community. Last year, 
there was too much precipitation at times in their 
area. This affected the crops as many of the fields 
became waterlogged. The impact of Covid-19 has 
compounded these effects, and Thandekile and her 
family have had to rely on other sources for survival.

More recently, life has improved for Thandekile 
and her family. She has been innovative and used 
some of her savings so she can buy clothes and 
then sell them at the local markets to support 
everyone in her homestead. She has been 
determined to provide for her two children. ‘My 
wish is to be able to provide for all their needs, 
so I hope that my business will grow.’ Thandekile 
hopes that her children will complete their 
education. She is glad Nomatter and Forward are 
back at school, even if it is only for three days a 
week. She believes that education is important 
as it gives them freedom to gain a better income 
and have more career options when they are 
older. She thinks it is important that everyone 
should have love, respect and compassion for 
one another. Although life can be difficult at times, 
Thandekile believes that it is always possible for 
things to get better. In the future, she is hoping to 
establish a shop near her home, where she can 
sell the clothes that she buys. This will make it 
much easier for her to do her work and to develop 
her business. She dreams that one day she will be 
able to get a driving licence, buy a car, have a nice 
house and that her children will have good lives 
too. 

Thandekile (31) cycles through her 
community in Zimbabwe. Photo 
credit: Cynthia R. Matonhodze
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Activity 2 
Answer the following questions in your copybook.

1) What age is Nomatter? 

2) Why were Nomatter and Forward not able to go 
to school last year?

3) Where do the events in the story take place?

4) In what ways do you think Covid-19 affected 
Nomatter and Forward?

5) Do you think life will be easier for Thandekile 
and her family this time next year? Why? Why 
not?

Activity 3
Read the text again and do the following.

1) Colour all of the adjectives in the text green.

2) Colour all of the nouns in the text blue.

3) Colour all the verbs in the text red.

4) Colour all the adverbs in the text yellow.

Activity 1
Look up the following words in your dictionary to find their correct meanings. Write down their 
definitions. Choose the correct word from the list to complete the sentences below.

 career precipitation waterlogged unemployed droughts

1) Everyone was happy when the fields were not   and lots of crops were 
able to grow.

2) When she is older, Nomatter would like to have a   in nursing.

3) Many countries experience severe  , which often causes valuable crops to fail.

4) When the Covid-19 pandemic arrived in Ireland and Zimbabwe, many people lost their jobs and 
became  .

5) In Ireland, a lot of   falls in winter, particularly in mountainous areas.

Thandekile (31) with her daughter, Nomatter (11), and son, Forward (8), 
inside their house in Zimbabwe. Photo credit: Cynthia R. Matonhodze
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