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SEASON OF CREATION AND COP26
The theme of International Volunteer Day this year is Volunteer now for our 

common future. It aims to inspire people to take action for people and the 

planet which is what Trócaire volunteers have been doing the last few weeks.

So a huge thank you goes to all volunteers who got involved in this year's 

Season of Creation which started on the 1st September and ran until the 4th

October (The Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi).

There were many activities happening in parishes to mark this special time of 

year. Creation displays were set up in churches; prayer cards were distributed 

and some volunteers wrote articles for their local newspapers.

Volunteers also gathered signatures for the 'Healthy Planet, Healthy People' 

petition. And some volunteers attended marches on the Global Day for Climate 

Justice, the 6th November.

Trócaire’s Laudato Sí Officer Jane 

Mellett was in Glasgow in November for 

the United Nations Climate Change 

Conference COP26. She said she 

witnessed ‘the largest ever attendance 

of faith groups at a COP event’. 

The “Faiths in Action Event” on the 2nd

November included the handover of the 

Healthy Planet, Healthy People petition 

which 120,000 people globally have 

signed over the past 6 months.

https://www.unv.org/node/29726


Laudato Sí

Volunteers around the country helped to promote the 'Healthy Planet, Healthy 

People' petition during this year's Season of Creation.

Volunteer, Con in 

Macroom, got involved in 

many activities as you 

can see from his letter.

The eyes of the world were on Glasgow for the UN COP 26 talks in November. 

Thanks to everyone who signed the ‘Healthy Planet, Healthy People’ petition.

Supporter Brian signed 

the petition at the Cork 
Centre.

Signatures were gathered 
by volunteers and schools.



Cork/Kerry

Creation display in the 

Church of Our Lady and 

St. John in Carrigaline

(far left); space set up 

with prayer cards and 

information about the 

Season of Creation (left).

Laudato Sí

Cork

Laudato Si' tree planted by the 

Care of the Earth Group on the 

Feast Day of St. Francis of Assisi in 

Carrigaline Parish to mark the 

Parish's commitment to caring for 

our common home (left).

Declan in Killorglin was involved in a 

community garden project with the Tidy 

Towns. He placed a sheaf of barley next 

to a Trócaire jerrycan.

Food and water – life essentials.

Sixth Year students of Bishopstown

Community School invited us to speak 

about Trócaire's work for climate justice.



Galway

Season of Creation Sacred Space by Anne-

Marie Kelly on the altar in Kill church (top 

right). The priests read the homilies provided 

for the Season over the five weeks and 

Prayers of the Faithful.

Fr Derek’s display in St Nicholas parish, 

Limerick (right) for Season of Creation kindly 

photographed by volunteer Noel Baragry.

Newcastle West parish spiritual and 

prayerful display by Patricia Loftus 

(above).

Transition Year students of Scoil 

Mhuire agus Ide of Newcastle West 

did this very artistic and efficient 

display for 10 practical things to do 

(below). 

Laudato Sí

In NI, Bridie Duffy, created a display in the 

church of Enniskillen. The Down & Connor 

Diocese Laudato Sí group organised a special 

Mass at St Peter’s Cathedral in Belfast in 

September with the theme of ‘Restoring Our 

Common Home’. Aideen D’Arcy and Carmel 

McCartan kindly participated in the Mass 

which was also attended by James McKeown. 



Galway

Granagh Parish, Limerick: tree planting with 

Fergal Hanley, Fr. Tom Carroll & Mark O'Shea 

(below) who planted the Oak tree at the 

occasion of his 90th birthday in October.

Mary O’Regan wrote articles in the local 

newsletter to highlight the event and Season 

of Creation. She also created a beautiful 

display in Granagh church (left).

Laudato Sí

The Diocese of Limerick pastoral outreach team broadcast a ‘Moment of 

Reflection’ event live on its Facebook page and website on the 1st September to 

launch the Season of Creation. The event was delivered in partnership with the 

Salesian Cosmology Group and the Diocese of Ossory. People were invited to 

take some time to reflect on the importance of caring for our common home and 

how we can each make a difference. The event can be viewed at this link:

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?extid=NS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-

GK1C&ref=watch_permalink&v=973361856572346

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fwatch%2Flive%2F%3Fextid%3DNS-UNK-UNK-UNK-IOS_GK0T-GK1C%26ref%3Dwatch_permalink%26v%3D973361856572346&data=04%7C01%7Cmarieanne.michel%40trocaire.org%7C563fdab7ca4a43b6e8a308d9aeb922b5%7C668d6a48971941ba99c99baedef3eca6%7C0%7C0%7C637732933637896691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=kgadm7qOGI62FwySrgsRqOiCeTRAzHCfL7kvZkh1r4A%3D&reserved=0


Webinars

25th August 2021: Season of Creation with Jane Mellett and Paul Healy

Ahead of Season of Creation, Jane Mellett spoke about Laudato Sí and the 

need to reconnect to nature and embrace the Season. She spoke about the 

climate change crisis and the opportunity that we all have at COP26 to get 

global leaders to hear our call to action. She also showed all the resources 

available on the Trócaire website.

Paul Healy (below right), Trócaire Country Director in Somalia, then spoke 

about the impact of climate change on communities in the Gedo region of 

Somalia and beyond. He said that the whole Gedo region which is the size of 

Ireland is in crisis. Trócaire teams distribute food and treat women, children 

and men who are severely malnourished in their health centres (below left).

29th September 2021: Development Education with Stephen Farley

Stephen Farley introduced volunteers to Trócaire’s development education 

work with early years, primary, post-primary schools and youth groups.

He demonstrated the importance of games in learning about human rights 

issues, in challenging stereotypes and increasing empathy in young people.

Volunteers played the Trócaire game Project Honduras (below) and learned 

about different initiatives taken on by schools such as Game Changers.

If you missed any of our summer 

webinars, you can watch them on our 

Volunteer Vimeo page. Please ask your 

local Volunteer Officer for the link and 

password.



Campaigns 

group

8th September 2021: Briefing with Garry Walsh

Garry briefed the volunteers on the new phase of the Business and Human 

Rights Campaign Make it your Business. He then explained why there is a 

need for national legislation and what will happen next with the campaign.

The meeting was led by campaigns group coordinator Eimear Magee.

15th September 2021: Briefing with Selina Donnelly

We began the meeting by watching the very informative short documentary 

Overseas Aid Explained by Emmet Sheerin, followed by an input from Selina 

Donnelly. We discussed with volunteers ways in which they can campaign 

for the ODA allocation in budget 2022 to be increased by lobbying their local 

TDs. There was a Q&A opportunity with Selina. We took a poll at the 

beginning and end of the meeting to ask volunteers their level of knowledge 

of ODA, which had notably increased by the end of the session. A success.

ODA is needed now more than ever with 235 million people around the 

globe expected to need humanitarian assistance and protection this year. 

That is one in every 33 people worldwide, a significant increase on the 2020 

figure of one in 45.

On the 12th October, Trócaire 

welcomed the Irish 

government increase in 

Overseas Aid announced in 

Budget 2022.

Thanks to all efforts and inputs 

made by volunteers towards the 

cause.



Campaigns 

group

New Craftivism Action

Campaigns volunteers hand crafted cards like these, decorated with clocks 

representing ‘Time for Action’, and sent them to Minister Simon 

Coveney, along with emails urging him to ensure Ireland constructively 

engages in the negotiations on a Treaty on Business and Human Rights.

Cards above were crafted by, from left to right, Teresa Hill, Elisangela 

Cordeiro & Sarah Fitzpatrick.

Thanks to all of you who took on this action.

MEP action on EU legislation

Letters were sent to MEPs to demand strong EU legislation on Business and 

Human Rights. Below left are some of the letters sent and below right a 

sample response received by volunteer Sarah Fitzpatrick from MEPs Claire 

Daly and Barry Andrews.



COP26

Volunteers Emmet & Patricia Devlin and 

Deirdre Davis attended the march that 

gathered 5,000 people in Dublin. Deirdre 

was interviewed and featured in Virgin 

News holding her ‘Climate Justice Now’ 

placard (right). She said: ‘our consumer 

lifestyle is driving it [the damage to our 

planet] so we have to make big changes 

quickly’. Well done Deirdre for a great 

interview.

Regina Flynn & Geraldine McDermott 

attended the Galway Climate Change rally 

in a crowd of about 70 holding placards with 

the message COP OUT.

During COP26, Jane said: ‘On Saturday 

November 6th one of the largest climate 

marches in history took place here in 

terrible weather conditions. Torrential 

rain and gale force winds didn’t deter 

125,000 people taking to the streets to 

raise their voices for climate justice.’

The long awaited UN Climate Change Conference COP26 took place in 

Glasgow from 31st October to 12th November. Trócaire staff Jane Mellett 

(Laudato Sí Officer) and Siobhan Curran (Head of Policy) were there.

After COP26, Siobhan said: ‘There were huge expectations that COP26 

would be the moment when wealthy countries stepped up and 

acknowledged they have done most to cause the climate crisis. They have 

turned their backs on indigenous communities, small-scale farmers, women 

and girls who desperately need support to recover and rebuild after climate 

disasters. This is a matter of great injustice.’



REMEMBERING JIM CREMIN

ON HIS FIRST ANNIVERSARY

4th NOVEMBER 2021

Brumadhino (for my Trócaire friends) - by Jim Cremin

This is a place where no birds sing; nor rivers flow.

A place of open gold mine sores and tamboured walls of stone that block 

our waters path.

Once rivers were our roads, the sky our roof, animal marks our map, the 

stars our only guide.

And there was early morning warmth, and our babies woke us.

And evening song and drum sounds in our trees and laughter sparked 

our fires.

Now our ancestral ghosts quietly walk our forest paths.

Around our hills the echo of our cries, still waiting to be heard, outside 

our place, amongst the Nations.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam. Ní bheidh a leithéid arís ann.

Jim was a committed volunteer 

in the Cork region for ten years. 

If Jim was still with us he would 

be following very closely the 

UN COP 26 Climate talks.

He travelled in October 2019 to 

the UN in Geneva with Trócaire 

staff and volunteers for the 

talks on the UN Treaty on 

Business and Human Rights. 

Jim was a poet. 

Below is a poem he wrote 

about the Brumadhino mining 

dam tragedy in Brazil, which 

caused severe environmental 

damage to the local community 

in 2019.



I first met Sr Cath at a Trócaire Volunteers Meeting in Omagh in 2007, about 4 

months after I became a volunteer. Sr Cath was an amazing, caring, inspiring, 

genuine and compassionate person, full of energy and fun. She would think 

nothing of heading off on the 6am bus from Enniskillen to Dublin and returning 

the same evening, only to head off the next morning to Belfast or Derry – she 

was always focussed on how she could help others. She believed that she had 

to make the most of daily life – helping others and trusting in God’s power.

Christmas was a very special time for us both as we got together to sell 

Trócaire Gifts of Love. Sr Cath was a brilliant organiser and after we had done 

all the sales she would arrive at my house, no matter how late it was, to get the 

money counted for lodgement and the balance sheets ready for returning to the 

Belfast Office.

We had so much fun volunteering together and loved going to pubs together for 

Trad for Trócaire events or going together on the bus to Belfast for Trócaire 

events or volunteer trainings.

I will forever remember Sr Cath for her amazing friendship and great work she 

did for Trócaire, for the many ways she supported me and guided me as a 

volunteer and above all for her great sense of humour and energy.

It was a privilege and blessing to have been part of her wonderful life.

So loved and so missed.

Sr Cath RIP

We were deeply saddened to learn of the 

passing of Sr Catherine Gibbons on 21st of 

October following a battle with cancer.

Sr Cath as she liked to be known, was a Sisters 

of Mercy nun based in Enniskillen and originally 

from Ballintra in County Donegal.

She was fierce in her dedication to the poor, the 

oppressed, the downtrodden and in her 

commitment to the work of Trócaire and she was 

one of the gentlest people I’ve ever had the 

pleasure to work with for many years.  She will 

be greatly missed. 

She volunteered with Trócaire for more than ten 

years, forming a formidable team with her fellow 

volunteer and close friend Bridie Duffy. 

To pay tribute to the wonderful person she was, I 

asked Bridie to share some memories with me 

about Sr Cath.
Roisin O’Hara, North West Regional Development Officer

IN MEMORY OF Sr CATH BY BRIDIE DUFFY



Fundraising
Gifts of Love are real, ethical and 

sustainable gifts that families in developing 

communities ask us for to make their lives 

better.

Twenty-one gifts are available this year from 

soaps, chicks, school lunches and a mental 

health support gift for the people of 

Gaza. We have something for everyone 

from gardeners, teachers and nature 

lovers.

Gifts start from as little as €5/£5.

Help us to spread more love this Christmas 

by putting up posters in your local parish, 

community or shop. 

You can also do some of the following:

• Write a notice for the parish bulletin 

advertising the Gifts of Love

• Sell the Gifts of Love in your local 

Church or in your local shop

• Promote the Gifts of Love on your Parish 

Facebook page or website by sharing 

this video https://vimeo.com/298563478

• Maybe you or your Parish Priest would 

like to speak about the power of the gifts 

at a Mass during Advent (script 

provided).

Spread the word among family and friends!

Visit here to browse gifts or call to: 

Trócaire, 9, Cook Street in Cork (right) 

corkcentre@trocaire.org

Trocaire, 50 King Street in Belfast 

infoni@trocaire.org

https://vimeo.com/298563478
https://www.trocaire.org/ways-to-help/gifts/
mailto:corkcentre@trocaire.org
mailto:infoni@trocaire.org


The Irish Coalition for Business and Human Rights is a coalition of civil 

society organisations, academic experts and trade unions working 

collaboratively to progress corporate accountability, based on respect for 

human rights and the environment.

The coalition was launched on the 26th October and published a new report 

‘Make it Your Business: How Ireland can ensure businesses respect human 

rights and the environment’.

For more information please see the article by Garry Walsh here:

https://www.trocaire.org/news/explained-why-does-ireland-need-to-introduce-

corporate-accountability-legislation/

Business and 
Human Rights

https://www.trocaire.org/news/explained-why-does-ireland-need-to-introduce-corporate-accountability-legislation/


Cork/Kilkenny/Kerry:

Janet Twomey – janet.twomey@trocaire.org

Northern Ireland:

Roisin O’Hara – roisin.ohara@trocaire.org

Dublin/North Leinster and Galway/Limerick:

Marie-Anne Michel – marieanne.michel@trocaire.org

CHRISTMAS URGENT APPEAL

NEW GIFT OF LOVE: MENTAL HEALTH LIFELINE

The reality for millions of Palestinians living in 

Gaza is a permanent state of lockdown. Living in 

constant fear, they face food and water 

shortages, power outages and the highest rates 

of unemployment in the world, with no escape.

Your Mental Health Lifeline Gift provides the 

women and children of Gaza access to vital 

mental health care and a support network.

In places like Gaza people are struggling to survive. From emergency food to 

medical care, mental health supports, seeds and safe water, donations to 

Trócaire's Christmas Appeal will help provide the urgent and long-term 

solutions that children, women, and men in poverty need right now.

Trócaire has worked in Israel and the OPT since 2002. Trócaire seeks to 

build a lasting and just peace in the region based on respect for human 

rights, international law and the dignity of all. We provide protection and 

support to people affected by conflict and human rights violations. We work 

together with both Israeli and Palestinian partner organisations to build 

peace, raise awareness, and challenge human rights abuses.

As well as providing emergency aid and supporting communities on the 

ground, Trócaire advocates and campaigns in Ireland and the EU to take 

stronger action to protect the rights of Palestinian communities and for Israel 

to uphold international law. In Ireland, Trócaire encourages businesses to 

make ethical choices relating to business links with illegal Israeli settlements.

mailto:janet.twomey@trocaire.org
mailto:roisin.ohara@trocaire.org
mailto:%20marieanne.michel@trocaire.org

