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What is the EU Aid Volunteers Initiatives? 

EU Aid Volunteers (EUAV) is an initiative under the European Civil Protection and  

Humanitarian Aid Operations that supports humanitarian aid organisations. EUAV projects are run by partnerships of 

EU-based and non-EU based organisations to strengthen the capacity of non-EU based organisations to prepare for 

and respond to humanitarian crises and improve their volunteer management. It also provides funding for technical  

assistance to EU-based organisations to strengthen their technical capacity and meet the standards and procedures 

required to deploy EU Aid Volunteers. Trócaire Rwanda is participating in two separate consortia under the EUAV 

umbrella, comprising over 20 partners, all over the world, both in the areas of Volunteer Deployment and Capacity 

Building. To date, Trócaire is the only organization in Rwanda to host EU Aid Volunteers.  

More information on the initiative can be found here.  

What does the EU Aid Volunteers Initiative look like in Rwanda? 

 

As the overseas development agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland, Trócaire works for social justice, the      
dignity of all people and the promotion of their basic human rights. 

EU Aid Volunteers Initiative:  
Getting Involved to Make a Difference  

Volunteer Deployment 

Through the REACH (Caritas European 
Action for Resilience and Effective     
Humanitarian Response) project, Trócaire 
Rwanda has hosted so far two EU Aid 
Volunteers in the areas of  
communications, capacity building and 
agriculture and agro-ecology. Volunteers 
have spent periods of between one and 
seven months in our country office, where 
they have provided support not only in the 
specific areas above, but also across the 
country programme, in both development 
and humanitarian assistance.  
Our current volunteer is Karelle Bassole 
who is finishing up her 7 month  
deployment with us now.. 
Of her time in Rwanda, Karelle says:  
“I have professionally and personally 
grown while positively impacting       
community life through my support“. 
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 The EU Aid Volunteer initiative: “Getting Involved to Make a Difference” 

 Christiane Niyoniringira “My Voice Counts Again”: a success story from a 

USAID funded project implemented by Trócaire and its local partners 

 Trócaire 25 Years of Impact in Rwanda: An Event not to Miss!! 

 Access to Household Energy and Water: A case study of Saidati 

Capacity Building for local  
Organizations 
 
Trócaire Rwanda is working with two 
local partners, ARCT and Duhamic-Adri, 
on the implementation of a Capacity 
Building project known as SCORE,  
funded by the EUAV initiative. The focus 
of this project is to build the capacity of 
partners in the areas of emergency  
response, as well as the incorporation of 
the core humanitarian standards, while 
also strengthening  capacity to host EU 
Aid Volunteers in the future.  
 
Apart from having gained knowledge and 
capacity in order to be able to effectively 
implement in the humanitarian domain, 
ARCT and Duhamic-Adri have  
acknowledged already noticeable  
positive impact at their organizational 
level.  

Trócaire team and EUAV volunteer Karelle Bassole 
(second from left) meets Nicola Bellomo, Ambassador 
and Head of EU Delegation to Rwanda, August 2019 

https://ec.europa.eu/echo/what/humanitarian-aid/eu-aid-volunteers_en%20%20%20C:/Users/marleen.masclee/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates


 

 

 
Christiane Niyoniringira is a 39-year-old married woman with four children (3 months, 11, 13, and 14 years old).  
Christiane and her family live in Minazi sector, Gakenke district in Northern Province in Rwanda. 
She and her husband are farmers and both of them expressed not having sufficient knowledge about the type of crops 
to grow in the area where they live. As a result, their farm production was not as good as expected.  
Thanks to the trainings she received on modern agriculture, the cultural calendar and agricultural budgeting,  
Christiane is now able to plan her cropping season.  
When the cropping season is coming to an end she is able to calculate the money needed to buy inputs for the  
upcoming season. Because of this planning, Christiane and her husband are seeing much improvement in their crop 
yields.  
With support from the project and CEJP, Christiane is empowered and confident to stand before the community and 
decision-makers. As a result of being able to express her voice, her observations and concerns, clear improvements 
were made in her community that benefits not only Christiane, but also the other farmers in the village. Improvements 
made include the timely delivery of seeds and manures and the number of agro-dealers have increased from one to 
four in the sector. 
Nowadays, Christiane’s maize yield is around 800kg compared to 300kg before the project. Christiane and her  
husband have fruit trees on their field and she earns around 12,000 FRW weekly by selling the fruits on the local  
market. Moreover, she is able to contribute to the household needs and from her income she has been able to take 
care of the family’s health insurance and to buy children clothes. 
“There is happiness in my house now” she said because she is now able to contribute to the household expenses 
and she does no longer rely solely on her husband. It makes her feel a valuable part of the family.  
Together with her husband, she is planning to expand the farm and her agribusiness activities by asking for a loan at 
one of the bank institutions. “Thanks to Trócaire and CEJP, now my children can go to school with shoes” 
Christiane says.  

For more information on the project,  
have a look at the project video by clicking here. 

 

 
 

 

 

A case study from the ‘Enhancing Participatory  

Governance and Accountability’ project; A project  

sponsored by Trócaire and USAID and implement-

ed by CEJP, UNICOOPAGI and RDO  

Trócaire 25 years of Impact in Rwanda:  

An Event Not to miss!! 

Christiane Niyoniringira, Minazi sector in Gakenke district  

Trócaire is the official overseas development agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland, established in 1973 and  

currently present in more than 17 countries in Latin America, Asia, Africa including Rwanda.  

 

This year, Trócaire will mark 25 years of interventions in Rwanda after having first established interventions in 1994 in 

Nyamagabe District. Over the years Trócaire has worked with numerous local partners and communities to bring 

about development and humanitarian interventions in Rwanda.  

 

You are all invited to join us in this special occasion to recognize and look back at Trócaire’s 25 years of impact in 

Rwanda. 

On Friday 1 November at the Marriott Hotel in Kigali, Trócaire will engage with stakeholders and partners in Rwanda 

and which will provide for an unique opportunity to have a reflection of the interventions delivered in Rwanda over the 

years and further reflect on opportunities and challenges that lie ahead.  

 

Please mark the date and we are looking forward having you joining us! 

 

“My voice counts again” 

https://vimeo.com/356365997
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Noticeable changes due to improved cooking stoves and semi-underground 

water tanks: Saidati Nshimyumuremyi Mukantwari’s Story 

Saidati Nshimyumuremyi Mukantwari, aged 31 from Nyagisozi Sector in Southern Rwanda is today optimistic about 
the transformation access to an improved cooking stove has brought to her home. Through the support of Caritas 
Gikongoro, a partner of Trócaire, Saidati benefited from installing an improved cooking stove in her household.   

“I used to buy firewood worth 1,000 RWF lasting me for less than a 
week, nowadays with the same amount of money, the firewood I buy 
lasts me for almost a month”, Saidati said. “I am able to cook a meal with 
only one log of firewood enough to get a meal ready for my family”, she 
added with a smile on her face. 

Saidati also benefited from a semi underground tank for capturing water 
which is part of the rainwater harvesting technologies that are being deployed 
across seven districts of programme interventions in Rwanda.   
“It is July and now we are in the dry season but we still have water in 
the tank enough to last us for the coming 2 months if used sparingly”, 
Saidati said.  Some of the water is used for kitchen gardens offering  
diversified vegetables for the household.  Further, to ensure an integrated 
improvement to household nutrition, Saidati also benefited from small  
livestock with the family having benefited from a goat which now has 2 kids. 
 
The husband of Saidati, Niwemugabo Claude, is part of a small group of trained technicians specialising in making of 
cooking stoves.  Reflecting on the benefit of making cooking stoves to household income he indicated that the group 
now makes 30 cooking stoves in one month and can get a total income of 35,000 RWF from selling some of the   
cooking stoves to the community.   

“The cooking stoves have greatly improved household energy access given 
limited access to firewood in the community. There is no longer pressure on 
forests and woodlots in the  
community and we are seeing increased demand of the cooking stoves even 
from other members of the community who are not part of the project  
beneficiaries”, says Claude. 
 “We also installed improved cooking stoves in the house of the local police 
after they appreciated the technology”, added Claude after a brief pause. 

Access to firewood as a source of energy for rural communities in Rwanda is a key 
challenge given limited woodlots and other affordable energy options. Several     
indicators point to an energy crisis in Rwanda including: accelerated deforestation, a 
biomass energy deficit and limitations in electricity generation and distribution     
systems. The major part of the energy consumed in Rwanda today still comes from 
wood (80.4%). As a result, there is massive deforestation across the country with 
consequent effects on the environment. 

In terms of water, although Rwanda has 2 rainy seasons, the country experiences a 
dry period from June to Early September, and from January to March each year, 

although in recent years seasons have become quite irregular with drought spells coming to distort the usual seasons ’ 
pattern. 

During the dry season, in some parts of the country, including the Southern Province, it can be really dry with access 
to water only limited to the community water points, streams and rivers in the low lying areas which can be a          
considerable distance from the household. This situation particularly impacts women and children who have the     
responsibility to fetch water for the household. Children are not able to attend school and women have an extra      
burden added to their already overloaded work schedule.    

With the support of Irish Aid, Trócaire Rwanda is scaling up innovative solutions to address access to energy,         
diversified food sources through kitchen gardens and water at the household level targeting the most vulnerable  
members of the rural communities in Rwanda. This intervention is in line with the Sustainable Development Goals 
Theme of “Leaving No One Behind” and Rwanda’s Strategic Plan for Agriculture Transformation (PSTA 4). 

Small Steps in Addressing Access to Household Energy 
and Water in Rwanda Southern Province 

Saidati Nshimyumuremyi Mukantwari, 
Nyagisozi sector in Nyanza district 

Claude Niwemugabo, Saidata‘s husband 



 

 

Contact Us 

For any questions about Trócaire or our programmes and work in Rwanda 

please call or email us.  

Trócaire Rwanda Office          Country Director 

BHC Building, Kacyiru           Dony Mazingaizo 

260 Blv de l’Umuganda          dony.mazingaizo@trocaire.org    

PO Box 2040               Programme  Manager 

Kigali – Rwanda             Modeste Sibomana  

+250 252 502 663             modeste.sibomana@trocaire.org  

Trócaire Supporters and Line Ministries 

Trócaire extends its deepest gratitude to the donor agencies, institutional partners, 

the Government of Rwanda and the people of Ireland who are a vital support to our 

programming in Rwanda. 

Trócaire Rwanda works in partnership with: 
ARCT-Ruhuka 

Caritas Gikongoro 

Caritas Rwanda 

CCOAIB 

CDJP-Gikongoro 

Centre Igiti Cy' 

  Ubugingo (CIU) 

Commission  

   Episcopale Justice et 

   Paix (CEJP) 

DUHAMIC ADRI 

Duterimbere IMF SA 

 

 

Initiative Pour la  

   promotion de la  

   Femme de Gikongoro  

   (IPFG) 

Haguruka 

 

 

Rwanda  

   Development  

   Organization (RDO) 

Rwanda Civil  

   Society Platform  

   (RCSP) 

UNICOOPAGI 

Commitment to Safeguarding programme participants 
Trócaire is committed to ensuring its policies to safeguard programme participants from abuse and exploitation are 

fit for purpose and that the actions of its staff, contracted parties and other third parties including visitors and      

volunteers are always appropriate. We also require that our partner organisations demonstrate a similar            

commitment. Trócaire is open to hearing all feedback and complaints about our work. You can submit a complaint 

to Trócaire at any time by email to complaintsrwanda@trocaire.org or by speaking to a member of our team. All 

feedback and complaints will be dealt with securely and confidentially.  


