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Editorial Statement
Tr6caire, the Irish Catholic Agenc)' for World Development
produces the Development Review as part of its programme of
research and development education. This programme aims to
raise awareness in Ireland and elsewhere of the scale, dimensions
and causes of world poverty and to promote individual and
official action to overcome ft.

Tr6caire in producing this Development Review is responding
to the need in Ireland for a publication concentrating on policy
analysis and research findings on development issues. Review
articles are on economic, social and political themes related to
poverty in the developing world. A particular focus is the impact
on developing countries of aid, trade, financial and other policies
adopted by the industrialised countries. Ireland's policies,
including in the context of the European Community, are of
special interest.

The Editorial Board invites articles that fall within the remit
outlined above. Articles, while analytical, should not be overly
technical in presentation. In general, individual country case
studies should be used only to illustrate a general argument.
Research findings on pertinent issues would be particularly
welcome. Articles should not exceed 5,000 words. All articles
will be referred. Short Notes and Comments are also welcome.

Tr6caire Development Review is published annually in
October/November. Contributions should be submitted by the
preceding April 30 and should be addressed to:

The Editor, Trocaire Development Review
169 Booterstown Avenue, Blackrock, Co. Dublin

Editor: Andy Storey

Editorial Board:
Frank Barty - University College, Dublin
Patrick Commins - Teagasc
Tony Fahey (Chairperson) - Economic and Social Research

Institute, DubJin
Connell Fanning - University College, Cork
Maty Jennings - Development Studies Centre, Kimmage Manor
Alan Matthews - Trinity College, Dublin
Eoin O'Malley - Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin

Manuscript and Production Editor: Fergus Mulligan
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Preface

The Tr6caire Development Review has now entered its eighth
year and continues to be a centrepiece of Trocaire's overall
programme of education and awareness-raising.

This year's edition is published at a time when the disaster in
Somalia and elsewhere in Africa dominates the attentions of
development practitioners and, particularly, when the actions of
President Mary Robinson and Foreign Affairs Minister David
Andrews have shown how Ireland can take a moral and political
lead in tackling those crises. The recent announcement that
Ireland intends to raise its own level of Official Development
Assistance (aDA) has, assuming that this is translated into an
actual and substantial increase in practice, reinforced the
credibility of those actions.

It is often argued that Ireland is too small a country to
exercise an effective voice in foreign policy matters pertaining to
the Third World. The visits of Minister Andrews and President
Robinson to Somalia would, however, suggest that small size
can be compensated for by strength of commitment - a voice
speaking from a position based on common morality has a
significance out of all proportion to its size.

There are other ways in which Ireland can exercise influence
in global affairs: one of these is through cooperation with like
minded states in the EC. The article in this Review by Holmes,
Rees and Whelan shows how Ireland's voting record at the UN
General Assembly reflects a generally positive attitude towards
the Third World, and how Ireland broadly shares that attitude
with other EC states such as Denmark. One implication of this
analysis is that Ireland's involvement in the EC need not mean
collusion with some of the more negative policies of some of the
larger powers, such as in the area of arms exports. There is no
reason why we should not use our voice in the EC, in alliance
with other EC states, to lobby for more progressive Community
policies.

This is not to say that Ireland's is always a progressive voice
within the EC. The article by Egan and Storey outlines the
evolution of disgracefully restrietionist EC policies towards
asylum-seekers, many of whom are fleeing persecution in the
Third World and elsewhere. There is no evidence that Ireland
has lobbied for a more enlightened policy in this area, and
indeed our own domestic policies towards refugees would hardly
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inspire confidence regarding the polides we might support at
EC level. This needs to change - the poor and oppressed need
support both in their own countries and when they are forced to
!lee from them.

Another area in which Ireland has shown a distinct lack of
enthusiasm for Third World demands concerns restrictions on
the textile and clothing trade. Such restrictions, as the article by
Considine and Matthews shows, greatly damage the economies
of poor exporting countries. Relaxing the restrictions would
result in some immediate job losses in Ireland, but without such
actions the Third World can never hope to achieve economic
development, and without that development the opportunities
for Ireland to participate in a dynamic global trading
environment will inevitably be limited. Put simply, if we do not
let them sell to us, then we can never hope to sell to them:
short-term costs may be necessary for long-term mutually
beneficial development. Once again, this is an area of Irish policy
which needs to be re-examined and re-directed.

Some commentators may query whether facilitating
developing countries in gaining greater access to world markets

. is really the way forward. They might argue that participation in
the global economy and emphasis on exporting have generated
problems for many countries. This year's 'Comment' article by
Walden Bello takes up some of these themes in his cogent
criticism of the export-led development model pioneered in
Korea and Taiwan in particular. Bello's criticisms of the social,
environmental and other costs of that model are certainly valid,
but the implication of those cannot be to justity trade
restrictions on the part of countries such as Ireland: developing
countries must be allov~'ed ·choose their own models of
development and they may choose to avoid the dangers inherent
in the East Asian example, but developed countries should not
make those choices for them by closing ofr export opportunities.

The other articles in the Review tackle themes often neglected
in 'mainstream' development discourse. Jackson surveys the
literature on women's involvement in development and the
various competing theories and models which have been built up
in this area. He pays particular attention to the question of how
women's issues and concerns can be made an automatic part of
all development projects and policies. The Irish Development
Cooperation Programme has made some recent progress in this
direction but there is clearly much more that needs to be done.

Finally, Veale examines the situation facing street-children in
Sudan and points out that our prejudices and preconceptions
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about such children can often conceal a complex, and sometimes relatively
positive, reality. She also draws comparisons with the children of some Irish
Travellers and highlights rhe need for policies which seek to resource and
empower these children and their communities, rather than make them parr of
a societal 'norm' which is often inappropriate to their culture.

As mentioned at the outset, Ireland does have an important voice regarding
Third World affairs. The question is how (or whether) we choose to exercise
that voice. Mary Robinson and David Andrews have demonstrated the most
positive side of our potential to speak out. It is now time to build on that
potential and develop a consistent and progressive set of policies on all issues
relating to the welfare of Third World people.

Brian McKeown
Director, Tr6caire
October, 1992
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