
 Discuss the children’s concerns about the world. 
Do they want to help support education? Ensure 
people have homes? Protect the environment? 
This will help the pupils to identify the areas that 
they’d like to learn more about. 

 Make fl ashcards with the children’s ideas and use 
these to create the basis of a class ‘Problem and 
Solution Tree’ mural.

 Web work: Explore the Trócaire 
slideshow ‘Where We Work’ and ‘What 
We Do’ at www.trocaire.org/education.
In groups, the pupils must fi nd what 
Trócaire is doing to challenge these issues. 

 On fl ashcards, groups document the actions 
Trócaire is taking. Place these fl ashcards on the 
branches of the ‘Problem and Solution Tree’, 
above the corresponding global concern. 

Remember to make a note of what the pupils have 
explored and learned to inform your class design for 
the Trócaire box. 

USING TRÓCAIRE’S MATERIALS 
WITH YOUR CLASS WILL ENABLE 
PUPILS TO:

 Learn about issues affecting the 
developing world
 Become aware of Trócaire’s work to 

tackle these issues
 Explore the lives of children around 

the world, particularly Daniel’s life 
in Uganda
 Participate in the Trócaire Box 

Competition. See fl yer enclosed 
or www/trocaire.org/education for 
full details.

SUBJECTS AND STRANDS:

 SPHE: Myself & the wider world 
– justice, fairness and equality 
in a community
 Geography: Human 

environments – people and 
other lands
 English: Emotional and 

imaginative development 
through language 
 Visual Arts: Paint and colour 

– express life and 
interpret themes using colour 
 Religion: Alive-0 5 – Alive-O 8

SENIOR PRIMARY RESOURCE
3rd to 6th Class / Key Stage 2

E4

USING THIS RESOURCE: 4 photos, a poster and 7 activities are included in this resource.  
For activities for use on whiteboards, go to www.trocaire.org.education

A FAIR WORLD: 
TRÓCAIRE’S VISION

ACTIVITY 

ONE 

Myself & the wider world 

Introduction

This symbol is a reminder to gather the children’s 
work to enter the Trócaire Box Competition.  
Visit www/trocaire.org/education for full details
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Light a candle. 
 Discuss the meaning of community as it 

relates to the pupils’ experiences: home, school, 
friends, parish, county, country and world. 
Ask pupils to identify what is good about their 
community and what they would like to see 
improved or changed. 

 Web work: Look at the Trócaire TV 
advertisement, on www.trocaire.org/education 
Discuss what this shows about Trócaire’s work. 

 Futures Activity: Invite pupils to portray what 
they would like their world to look like in 10 years 
time. Imagine what the world could look like if 
everyone worked together. The class can draw, 
create collages, make constructions or write a 
letter from their ideal future. Allow each pupil or 
group time to share their creation with the class. 
and ideas on fl ip chart and refl ect on some of the 
recurring themes. 

ACTIVITY 
THREE 

LIVING FULL LIVES WITH FREEDOM AND 
RIGHTS: TRÓCAIRE MAKES A DIFFERENCE

ACTIVITY 

TWO 
WORK FOR THE COMMON GOOD: 
TRÓCAIRE’S VALUE OF SOLIDARITY

 Web work: Explore the slideshows, Daniel from 
Uganda and Khalid, Digna and Domitille on 
www.trocaire.org/education

 In four groups, list the rights that were being 
denied in the lives of these children before 
Trócaire began working in their communities. 
Then record what Trócaire did to improve the 
lives of the children and their families. 

 Come up with four other things you would do to 
ensure that the rights of Daniel, Khalid, Digna and 
Domitille are being respected. Share your group’s 
ideas with your class.

 Put the word challenge on the whiteboard and 
brainstorm, writing any buzz words the children 
think of. Why do the children think that we need 
to challenge poverty? Use activity 6 to explore 
the injustice of poverty with your class.

 Spreading the Good News: Jesus proclaimed 
the Good News to the poor. Ask the children to 

refl ect so far on what they have learned about 
Trócaire’s work. Divide the children into groups 
and invite them to create newspaper articles with 
the headline ‘Good News’. They can choose to 
focus on Daniel’s story, or any other community 
which Trócaire has worked with. Display the 
Good News articles in the school corridor for 
other pupils to read.

ACTIVITY 

FOUR 
JUSTICE FOR THE POOR: 
TRÓCAIRE CHALLENGES POVERTY
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 Footsteps Activity: 
The History and Future of Trócaire 

 Get the children to trace around their feet and cut 
out footsteps. On each footstep they must write 
something that Trócaire has done to make the world 
a fairer place. On the back of each footstep they 
must write something that they hope will happen in 
the future to make the world a better place. Ensure 
that the children focus on the community aspect of 
Trócaire’s work. Display the footprints as a learning 
journey around the classroom.

ACTIVITY 

FIVE 
TAKE A STAND: 
TRÓCAIRE’S VALUE OF PERSEVERENCE

ACTIVITY 
SIX

THE BIG PICTURE – 
OUR UNEQUAL WORLD

Divide the class into two groups as follows:
 A quarter of the class stand at one end of the 

room and are called group A. 

 Three quarters of the class stand at the other 
side of the room and are called group B. 

 Explain to the class that you are going to call 
out the names of different countries. The fi rst 
group to name the capital of each country will 
get a prize. 

 If group A gets it right, everyone in that group 
gets a sweet. 

 If group B gets it right, one sweet will be given 
for the whole team. 

 Begin the activity and continue asking capital 
cities for a few minutes. If the members of 
group B begin to question the rules, explain 
that the rules can be changed. However, only 
people with sweets can vote. One sweet is 
worth one vote. 

 Whole class discussion: How did it feel 
to be in group A or B? Would you have liked 
the activity to be different in any way? Who 
do you think the groups A and B represent? 
Group A represents the powerful minority 
in the world today; Group B represents the 
majority of the world’s population who often 
do not have their voices heard. Trócaire 
stand up for the people who Group B 
represent, whose rights are regularly denied, 
such as Daniel and his community. 

Remember to make a note of what the pupils 
have explored and learned to inform your class 
design for the Trócaire box.

This symbol is a reminder to gather the children’s 
work to enter the Trócaire Box Competition.  
Visit www/trocaire.org/education for full details
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Materials written by Maria Casey. 

ACTIVITY 
SEVEN 

CLASS QUIZ – 
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW TRÓCAIRE?

PRAYER SERVICE

Put the pupils into teams and ask the following questions. Remember that the answers will help you to think 
of ideas for your Trócaire box design. You can fi nd answers to the questions on our website.

1. What does the word Trócaire mean?

2. Name six countries that Trócaire works in. 
(Bonus point if the countries are in the three 
different continents Trócaire work in – Asia, Latin 
America and Africa.)

3. What country is Trócaire focussing on this year?

4. Name a human right that Trócaire helps to protect. 

5. What famous item does Trócaire distribute at 
 the start of Lent to collect money?

6. What is the word ‘trad’ short for in Trad 
 for Trócaire? 
 
Ask the children to devise their own Trócaire quiz for 
another class in your school. Use multiple choice 
questions to encourage the children’s thinking skills. 

 Invite the pupils to write their own prayers that 
the nations of the world will work together for 
the good of all, with a special care for the 
poorest people. 

 Read the Biblical quotes below with the class. 
Ask them to choose one and design a banner 
around it. 

 It takes Daniel an hour to walk to school every 
day. In Uganda, many children cannot afford 
shoes and walk barefoot or in fl ip fl ops to 
school. Why not raise awareness in your school 
and hold a sponsored walk to 
show solidarity with Daniel?

Micah 6:8 
WHAT DOES THE LORD REQUIRE 
OF YOU BUT TO DO JUSTICE, AND 
TO LOVE KINDNESS, AND TO WALK 
HUMBLY WITH YOUR GOD?

Proverbs 31:8-9
SPEAK UP FOR THOSE WHO 
CANNOT SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES. 
DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF THE POOR 
AND NEEDY.

Matthew 5:3 
BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN 
SPIRIT, FOR THEIRS IS THE 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN.

day. In Uganda, many children cannot afford 
shoes and walk barefoot or in fl ip fl ops to 
school. Why not raise awareness in your school 
and hold a sponsored walk to 
show solidarity with Daniel?

This symbol is a reminder to gather the children’s 
work to enter the Trócaire Box Competition.  
Visit www/trocaire.org/education for full details
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 This photo shows Daniel and his mother Betty outside their home.  In the background, sitting in the doorway, 

is Coxon, who is Daniel’s nephew.

 Daniel is completing his homework, while Betty is preparing home grown vegetables for the family’s 

evening meal. 

CREATIVE WRITING

 Tell a story based on any aspect of the photo. 

 Write a diary entry for Daniel. 

 Write a diary entry for a Trócaire worker visiting Daniel’s school, family or community. 

 Construct a comic strip style day in the life of Daniel using one or a combination of photos. 

 Photographer’s view: what message, in the pupils’ opinions, did she wish to convey through this photo?

For more photos 

and video footage of 

Daniel, his family and 

community log on to 

www.trocaire.org/

education

E3
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 This is Daniel’s classroom. Daniel would like to study to be a doctor. 

 Ask a group of pupils to research online the differences between the schools in Ireland and Uganda. Make two 

columns on a page: similarities and differences. Use the following headings as a starter. 

Number of children per class

Starting and fi nishing times of school 

Subjects and languages taught 

Complete a project on one of the following:

 The UN Declaration of children’s rights

 Millennium Development Goal 2 – achieve universal primary education

Ireland Uganda

E3

For more photos and video footage of Daniel, his family and community log on to www.trocaire.org/education
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 This photo shows Daniel on his daily journey to the Bar Kawach water pump. He uses the jerry can (on the 

back of his bicycle) to transport the water. It holds 20 litres of water. 

 Northern Uganda often suffers drought, like the surrounding countries of South Sudan, Rwanda and Kenya. 

 There are two seasons in Uganda: wet and dry. 

 Make a list of reasons why water is so important in our lives. Discuss the negative effects of unclean water. 

Talk about the difference the rain makes in Daniel’s life. Explore ways you can conserve water in school and 

at home. 

 What would Daniel’s life be like without the support of Trócaire? Focus on crops, education and the 

introduction of a water pump.

For more photos 

and video footage of 

Daniel, his family and 

community log on to 

www.trocaire.org/

education

E3
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Daniel’s brother Emmanuel is pictured here. Emmanuel is 15.
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 Discuss why families are important e.g. to offer support, love and advice. 

 What, do you think, are Emmanuel’s hopes for himself and for his brother in the future?

 In your opinion, what will Daniel’s life be like in six years time, when he is Emmanuel’s age? 

DRAMA ACTIVITIES

 Hot seat Daniel and Emmanuel: One child become either of the brothers and the remainder of the class 

must ask them questions. 

 Conscience alley: The children form two lines facing each other. One child, acting as Daniel, walks down 

the middle of the ‘alley’ and each line poses various scenarios to ‘Daniel’, who must express his feelings and 

decide what action he is going to take e.g. your friends are dropping out of school, your parents are fi nding it 

diffi cult to work on the farm, your brother is moving to the capital city Kampala to fi nd work. 

 Freeze frame: Without words or movement, groups depict a scene from the brothers’ life. Others in the class 

must talk about what they are portraying. 

E3

For more photos and video footage of Daniel, his family and community log on to www.trocaire.org/education
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