This symbol is a reminder to gather the children’s
work to enter the Trócaire Box Competition.
Visit www/trocaire.org/education for full details

JUNIOR PRIMARY* RESOURCE
Junior Infants to 2nd Class / Key Stage 1
*These materials can also be adapted for use in early years settings.

Introduction
USING TRÓCAIRE’S MATERIALS
WITH YOUR CLASS WILL
ENABLE PUPILS TO:
 Explore 9 year old Daniel’s life

in Uganda
 Learn about Trócaire’s work to

help Daniel and his family
 Participate in the Trócaire Box

Competition. See ﬂyer enclosed
or www/trocaire.org/education
for full details.

SUBJECTS AND STRANDS:
 SPHE: Myself and the wider world – recognise that each

person has an important contribution to make to the life of
the community
 Geography: People and places in other areas – develop
some awareness of people living in other areas
 English and Drama: Competence and conﬁdence in
using language
 Visual Arts: Paint and colour – express life and interpret
themes using colour
 Religion: Alive-O – Alive-O 4

USING THIS RESOURCE: 3 photos, 1 worksheet, a poster and 5 activities are included in this resource.
For activities for use on whiteboards, go to www.trocaire.org.education

ACTIVITY

ONE

AN INTRODUCTION
TO DANIEL

TELL THE CHILDREN THEY ARE GOING TO FIND
OUT ABOUT A BOY CALLED DANIEL WHO LIVES IN
A DIFFERENT COUNTRY. SHOW THEM UGANDA ON
THE GLOBE. PUT A STAR ON UGANDA AND A STAR
ON IRELAND. PUT THE TRÓCAIRE BOX, PHOTOS
AND THE GLOBE IN THE MIDDLE OF A CIRCLE.
 Teacher: Daniel is nine years old.
Children (waving at Photo 2): Hi Daniel!
 Teacher: He lives in a country in Africa
called Uganda.
Children (pointing at globe): Uganda!
 Teacher: Daniel was very small when he and his
family had to leave their home in Uganda.
Children stomp their feet.
 Teacher: They had to leave everything behind and
were very frightened.
Children look scared.

 Teacher: Trócaire helped Daniel’s mother and
father to build a new home.
Children form a roof over their heads, making a
triangle with their hands.
 Teacher: Trócaire made sure that Daniel’s village
had goats and oxen for their farms.
Children put their index ﬁngers on their heads
to make horns.
 Teacher: Before long, with Trócaire’s support,
Daniel and his family were healthy and happy.
Children give thumbs up and say “Well done
Daniel and Trócaire!”

 Teacher: But soon Daniel’s family, with the help of
Trócaire, began to sow some seeds.
Children pretend to dig.
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OPENING PRAYER
Light a candle.
 Teacher: “Lord, today we say thank you. Thank
you for giving us enough food to help us grow
healthy and strong. We ask that children in
Uganda have enough to eat. Lord, hear us.”
Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.”
 Teacher: “Lord, today we say thank you. Thank
you for our parents and guardians that care for
us. We ask that the children in Uganda have
good homes. Lord, hear us.”
Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.”
 Teacher: “Lord, today we say thank you. Thank
you for our teachers who help us to learn. We ask
that the children in Uganda have good schools.
Lord, hear us.”
Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.”
 Teacher: “Lord, today we say thank you. Thank
you for Trócaire who help children and families

ACTIVITY

TWO

in Uganda and around the
world. We ask that Trócaire
will have courage and
strength to do good
work. Lord, hear us.”
Response: “Lord,
graciously hear us.”
 Teacher: “Lord, today we
ask you for guidance during
Lent. Help us to work together and be kind to
everyone we meet. Lord, hear us.”
Response: “Lord, graciously hear us.”
 Sing: Alive-O 2, 3 & 4: My Shepherd is the Lord
As teacher blows out the candle, tell the children
that they will be learning about Trócaire and Daniel.
Ask them to take part in the activities as best as they
can so that, at the end, they will be able to enter the
Trócaire Box Competition.

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR?
TRÓCAIRE’S VALUE OF SOLIDARITY

MAKE A CONCERTINA BOOK
ABOUT DANIEL’S DAILY ROUTINE.
Use the photos included and online at
www.trocaire.org/education for inspiration.
Fold an A4 piece of card into four parts. On each
section, ask the children to draw a picture and write
a word or sentence underneath.

 Hobbies: Daniel enjoys school; English is his
favourite subject. His pastimes are football and
playing with his friends. Do any of your pupils’
have similar hobbies?
 Responsibilities: Daniel lets the goats out to
graze in the morning before walking to school. In
the evening he washes the dishes and ploughs
the village ﬁeld with the oxen. Daniel cycles to the
community’s water pump and collects ﬁrewood
every day. Talk about what jobs your pupils do to
help at home.
 Display the children’s concertina books in the
classroom or ask them to bring them home to
read with their parents.
 Remember to make a note of what the pupils
have explored and learned to inform your class
design for the Trócaire Box Competition.
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ACTIVITY

A HELPING HAND:

THREE TRÓCAIRE EMPOWERS PEOPLE
 Make a list of wants and needs with the class on
the board. Elicit that we all need things like food,
a home and friends, but we may want things like
new toys or games.
If Daniel had three wishes, he would like to:
 Keep going to school
 Help his community by becoming a doctor
 Wake up early to pray
 Invite the children to talk in pairs and make three
wishes for Daniel. Depending on their answers,
explain how Trócaire helps Daniel’s community to
grow their own food, have safe, clean water and
medicine when they are sick.
 Ask the pairs to make a collage of their wishes
for Daniel. Join the collages together to make a
class mural.
 Remember to make a note of what the pupils
have explored and learned to inform your class
design for the Trócaire box.

CLOSER TO THE GROUND:
FOUR TRÓCAIRE’S VALUE OF PARTICIPATION

ACTIVITY

IT’S PLAYTIME!
TEACH YOUR CHILDREN THE FOLLOWING GAME FROM UGANDA:
 Explain that children in Uganda
enjoy playing games with
skipping ropes. Their skipping
ropes are usually homemade from
recycled materials or even the
bark of a tree.
 Snake game: two children hold
the skipping rope at either end
and place it on the ground.
They wriggle the rope so that it
resembles a snake moving. The
rest of the group run over the rope
trying not to step on it.
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COURAGE COMES IN ALL SIZES:
FIVE TRÓCAIRE’S VALUE OF COURAGE

ACTIVITY

 Link with Photo 4: To show solidarity with
Daniel, ask the children to carry buckets of water
around the school yard. Discuss how difficult
it was to try not to spill any water. Ask the
children how tired they would feel if they had to
walk around the yard twenty times carrying the
buckets – this is how far Daniel has to travel to
the water pump.

,

 Make large bubble letters of the word Trócaire.
Invite the children to draw a picture or write a
word about Trócaire and glue it onto the letters.

TR 0CA I RE
 To consolidate their learning, ask the children to
stand in a circle. Tell them that a bean bag will
be passed around the circle and when it reaches
them, they must say one thing they have found
out about Trócaire. Teacher begins with the bean
bag and demonstrates what to say. Each child
throws the bean bag to another child until the
circle of learning is complete.
Remember to make a note of what the pupils have
explored and learned to inform your class design
for the Trócaire Box Competition.

REFLECTIONS
Isaiah 1:17

LEARN TO DO RIGHT!
SEEK JUSTICE, ENCOURAGE
THE OPPRESSED.
Luke 14:13-14

BUT WHEN YOU GIVE A
BANQUET, INVITE THE
POOR, THE CRIPPLED, THE
LAME, THE BLIND, AND YOU
WILL BE BLESSED.
Proverbs 19:17

HE WHO IS KIND TO THE
POOR LENDS TO THE LORD,
AND HE WILL REWARD HIM
FOR WHAT HE HAS DONE.
Materials written by Maria Casey.
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ASK THE CHILDREN THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

 What can you see in this photo?
 How many people can you see?

For more p
hotos
and video
footage of
Daniel, his
family and
communit
y log on to
www.troc
aire.org/
education

 Where are they?
 How do they feel?
 What is their home made of?
 What is the boy holding? What do you think it is for? (Jerry can for carrying water.)
Inform the children that the boy in the centre of the photo, wearing the red jersey, is Daniel and he is 9.
Hold up the Trócaire box so that they can see Daniel clearly.
In the back row, you can see Daniel’s father Joel (50) and mother Betty (48).
The boy holding the jerry can is Daniel’s brother Emmanuel (15).
In the front are Vicky, Daniel’s niece, and Coxon, Daniel’s nephew (3).
They are standing outside their home in Bar Kawach, Barlonyo, northern Uganda, East Africa.
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the money they’ve saved.

so now Daniel and his friends can go to school and buy books with

 Trócaire helped Daniel’s community to grow their own crops and food,

 Talk about similarities and differences.

bubble and stick it beside the photo.

Ask the children to draw a picture or write a phrase into a speech

 What would you like to tell Daniel about your school?

 What would you like to ask Daniel about his school?

bubble and stick it beside the photo.

Ask the children to draw a picture or write a phrase into a thought

 What do you think Daniel is thinking about?

3
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DISCUSS THE IMAGE WITH THE CHILDREN

 Tell them that they are going to create a story about Daniel and his goats.

For more p
hotos
and video
footage of
Daniel, his
family and
communit
y log on to
www.troc
aire.org/
education

 Give each group of 3 children a piece of paper folded into three parts (as demonstrated below).

 Ask the children to think of what happened the day that Daniel went out to mind the goats. Help them to
remember Daniel’s day from Activity 2: What happened ﬁrst? (He may have collected water or ﬁrewood) What
happened after that? (He went to school) What happened at the end of the day? (He brought the goats home
once they had eaten enough grass)

 Using a talking object e.g. the Trócaire box, in each group (where the child holding the Trócaire box is the only
one talking, with the other two listening) ask the children to document Daniel’s day on their sheet.

 Encourage the children to use chronological vocabulary while they are in their groups, such as ‘ﬁrst of all’,
‘then’, ‘next’, ‘soon’, ‘afterwards’ etc.
The older children can write a sentence or two, while younger pupils can simply draw a picture of each stage of
the story. Allow plenty of time for discussion while each group’s story is presented to the class.
One day, Daniel went out…

The goats were…

At the end of the day, Daniel…
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Worksheet  Daniel’s life has changed thanks to Trócaire and the hard work of his community.
 Talk about and colour the pictures of his past and draw pictures of his life now.

4

Present

Past


People are friends and peaceful.

People were ﬁghting.


Photocopy this worksheet.
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JUNIOR PRIMARY WORKSHEET

Present

Past


Daniel goes to school.

Schools were destroyed.


No animals or food.

They have a good farm.
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