
People on the Move

Trócaire BetterWorld Award 2009
The Trócaire BetterWorld Award is a non-competitive award
which recognises the work that children and teachers put into
exploring themes each year. It is also a way to encourage

children to work together collaboratively as submissions must be a group
or whole class effort.

What to do:
As the children undertake the activities, keep their work or record their
activities for submission to the Trócaire BetterWorld Award. To help keep
track of progress, ask children to fill in the Trócaire BetterWorld Award
poster which accompanies this pack and includes further information.

Suggestions for entries:
• Take photos of the children working on activities
• Send in posters, written work, art work, projects etc. If artwork or

posters are too large to post, send in a photo of the artwork or poster
instead.

• Video children doing the activities or presentations.
• Join the Trócaire campaign on Displacement. Go towww.trocaire.org

for more information on the campaign and find out how your class can
take part.

• Write an article for your school website/newsletter about Displaced
People

• Invite a speaker from a local Refugee support group to talk to your
class

• Organise a display of the information gathered – photographs,
artwork, projects and invite other classes to view it.

• Have a prayer service/ assembly for the whole school.

What schools will receive:
Members of each group who submit an entry will receive
a Trócaire Better World award certificate and a Trócaire
Better World award sticker. In addition there will be
awards for groups whose entries are of special merit.
These will include:
• Tales of Disaster DVD (Trócaire 2008)
• Fairtrade Hamper
• Artefact from Africa

Trócaire & Displacement
The humanitarian mission of Trócaire is to contribute to
the saving of lives, the alleviation of suffering and the
protection of human dignity. Trócaire actively speaks out
on behalf of vulnerable individuals and communities we
seek to assist.
Displacement as an issue has always been deeply

rooted in Trócaire’s work. We work at community,
national and international level, focusing on; conflict
prevention and protection, humanitarian assistance, the
search for solutions and the rebuilding of conflict
affected communities and countries.
Trócaire is working to support communities from all

the countries featured in this pack. We are currently
providing humanitarian assistance to over 500,000
people displaced by the conflict in Darfur, Sudan. In
Somalia, we work with local communities to run
essential services such as education and health
care.communities at risk.
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Primary School Teachers’ Resource

This resource provides Primary School teachers of 3rd Class to 6th Class / Key Stage 2
with curriculum linked activities and background information for exploring
the theme of Displaced People. The resource includes:

• Classroom activities for exploring issues around displacement and refugees
• Photographs and stories of people who have been displaced
• Information on the Trócaire Better World Award
• Activity Worksheet

‘Everyone’s on the move…’
Aims: To compare personal and family
experiences of migration
To understand the terms migration,
displacement, refugees.

You will need:
• Large map of the world
• Large map of Ireland
• Different coloured lengths of string or wool
• Photo No. 3 from this pack

To Do: To introduce the idea of movement of
people, the teacher may wish to relate his/her
own experience or family history of migration.

To illustrate this, attach lengths of string to
the map of Ireland or the world as
appropriate. Ask the children to share their
families’ experience of movement over the
years and illustrate it with string on the
maps.

Discuss reasons why people move.
Introduce the term ‘migration’, and explain
the difference between ‘forced’ and
‘voluntary’migration. Make a list, this
might include: work, education, family,
natural disasters.

Explain that a Displaced Person is a person
who is forced to leave his or her home
because his or her life is in danger. If these
people have to move to another country
they are called refugees, as they are
seeking ‘refuge’ or a safe haven.

Display the photo of Abaniya and read
the family’s story of displacement.
Locate Sudan on theWorld Map.
Discuss the Awet family’s reason for
moving.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES:
• In pairs or small groups, illustrate

the reasons that people move.
Display the illustrations beside the
maps under headings ‘Forced’ and
‘Voluntary’ migration.

• If you have access to the internet,
why not find these places using
Google Earth!

Take photos of the display
and send them in as part of
your Trócaire Better World
Award entry.

Activity 1

Activities aroundMovement and Displacement



‘Get along, move along…’
Aims: To provide an opportunity to
imagine what it would be like to be
forced to leave home.

You will need:
• Photo No. 1 from the pack
• Class divided into groups of 4 or 5

To Do:
1. Recall the information learned

about displacement, migration and
refugees. Read out the first
paragraph of the story of Farhan and
his family to ‘…when the fighting
started’.

2. Discuss:
What was their life like before the
fighting?
Why do you think it is important for
a country to have a working
government?
What do you think it would have
been like to live in the city during
the fighting?
Why did they decide to leave?

3. Imagine that you were in Farhan’s
family on the night they have to
leave their home. If you had 30
minutes to get ready and go, what
items would you bring with you?
Remember that you may have to
travel on foot and won’t be able to
carry much, so think carefully and in
groups decide on ten items to bring
with you.

4. Give the class 15 minutes to agree
on a list of items and to write down
the items or draw pictures of them.

5. Ask the different groups to share
their lists with the class and give
reasons for their choices. The class
then discuss the choices made.

6. Read the rest of Farhan’s story. Ask
the children to talk about the
difficulties of the journey the family
had and how their lives have
changed because of the fighting in
their country.

OTHER DISCUSSION POINTSWITH
OLDER CLASSES:
Explain the term “central government”
as follows…
Many countries in the world including
Ireland have central government. All
citizens over 18 can vote. People who
are elected become members of the
National Parliament which usually sits
in the capital city. This parliament
makes the country’s laws and manages
the country’s services including
schools and hospitals.

Discuss the importance of having a
government; what would life be like if
we had no central government?

‘Forced to leave’
Aim: To learn more about the experiences of
Displaced People.

You will need:
• Large open space
• Scarves to be used as blindfolds
• Whistle
• Photo No. 2 pasted in the middle of large chart

paper.
• Class divided into groups of 4 or 5

Note: the following activity is adapted from
www.unhcr.org (search for ‘passages’ for further
ideas.)

To Do:
1. Recall the previous activity and explain that

you are going to try to imagine what the
experience of running away from danger
might be like for Displaced People.
Ensure everyone knows who is in their group
and that they know the safety rules – they will
be blind folded so no running, move around
carefully moving arms gently so as not to hurt
others, freeze when the whistle is blown,
anyone who removes their blindfold is out of
the game. Ask the children to put on their
blindfolds and not to move until you blow the
whistle. Read out the following:

“Your family have been forced to leave their
homes because of the war. You have lived
through months of gunfire and bombs but now
your neighbour’s house has been bombed it’s
time to leave. It is midnight when you take
your bags and go…there are no street
lights…suddenly a loud explosion is
heard…buildings collapse, there is smoke
everywhere making it impossible to see
anything or anyone..and very hard to breathe.
People are screaming and running all over the
place, you get separated from your family”

You must find your family while keeping your
blindfolds on. Blow whistle to start game.
Allow 10 to 15 minutes for families to get
together. Remove blindfolds. Ask children to
describe how they felt during the game. Make
a note of the words they suggest.

2. Display Photo No. 2 and read out the story of
Khalid and his family.
Ask the children to imagine the difficult
journey they had, bearing in mind that the
children were all a year younger when it
happened. Ask children to suggest words to
describe the family and write them around the
photograph.

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITIES:

• Ask the children to draw a picture of the family
in a time before the photograph was taken and
a photo of them in the future (Khalid said he
would like to be a truck driver some day).

• Imagine what they might be thinking or would
like to say. Write speech bubbles for the
different people in the photograph and place a
selection on the photograph.

Go to www.unhcr.org and search for
‘teaching about refugees art’ for examples of
art from displaced children around the world.
Use this as basis for children to create their
own art on the topic of displacement, or to
illustrate part of the experiences of the
individuals featured in the resource. Read
about the use of symbols in Palestinian
murals in Photo No. 5 of the photo pack.

Send in the art work as part of
your Better World Award entry

Media Education – Project work
Encourage the children to find

news articles about conflicts around the
world and about Displaced People. These
could be from newspapers, internet,
television or radio. Working in groups they
could pin point the area in the news on a
large photocopied map of the world and
write a short summary of the news item.
Choose a different group at the end of each
week to read out their news stories.

Things to talk about:
• What parts of the world get most

coverage in Irish newspapers?
• What kinds of images are used?
• Whose stories are not told?

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITY:
Use Photo No. 4 of Udici Primary School to
write a newspaper article about how war and
displacement can affect schools and
education.
Use Photo No. 6 of Chit Mya Noe to begin
research on the situation in Burma. Go to
www.burmaactionireland.org for more
information

Don’t forget to take photographs
of the display and/or video the
news reports.

Project work
Encourage the children to

research information on famous refugees
and Displaced People. Some of these
include: Dalai Lama – fled to India when
Tibet was invaded by China
Albert Einstein – a German Jewish refugee
Anne Frank - her family were forced to move
from Germany to Holland and then forced
into hiding when the war spread throughout
Europe.
Judith Kerr – author of the children’s book
‘When Hitler stole Pink Rabbit’
(go to www.refugeeweek.org.uk for more ideas)

Religion/Alive-O
Alive-O 5: T2 L2 Moses and the
Exodus

Alive-O 6: T1 L12 Come to the manger
Alive-O 7: T2 L3 Christian Community
Alive-O 8: T3 L5 Kingdom Justice

Activities aroundMovement and Displacement contd.

Activity 3Activity 2

Art

History

SPHE



You will need: Candle, key, jug of water, food item, projects
children have done on displaced people, Trócaire box, school
book, colourful cloth, photographs from the Lenten pack
displayed around the room.

Arrange the cloth on the floor in a central place and invite the
children to sit in a circle around it.

Song: Gather Round Alive-O 5 T3 L5 p.76

Leader: Today we come together to remember and pray for
people around the world who have been displaced from their
homes. Over 40 million people have been forced to leave their
homes because of war or fighting.

Reader 1: A reading from the book of Matthew.
In this reading we learn how Jesus, Mary and Joseph were
forced to leave their home. When the three wise men, the
Magi, were looking for the infant Jesus, they went to Herod to
ask where they would find Him. Herod was afraid of a new
King and ordered all babies under two to be killed. Joseph and
Mary fled to Egypt with baby Jesus and stayed there until it
was safe to return.

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother
and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is
going to search for the child to kill him.” So he got up, took
the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,
where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled
what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I
called my son.”

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi,
he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under,
in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi.

Leader: Let us think quietly for a few moments about the fear
and terror that Mary and Joseph must have experienced during
that journey to Egypt. The long journey by foot or on donkey
and the constant fear that their new born baby might at any
time be taken from them and killed….(pause for a few
moments).

Far too many people around the world continue to experience
this fear and terror today. Let us now pray for these people.

Reader 2:We pray for the 16 million refugees and 26 million
Displaced People around the world who were forced to leave
their homes because of war or fighting. We pray that they may
find safety, food, shelter and water.

All: Lord Hear our Prayer.

Reader 3:We pray for peace and justice so that people can live
safely in their own homes with their own families.

All: Lord Hear our Prayer

Reader 4: We pray that all people will be treated equally and
fairly and that those in power will respect the human rights of
everyone.

All: Lord Hear our Prayer.

Reader 5:We pray for ourselves that we are welcoming of all
people.

All: Lord Hear our Prayer.

(Children bring gifts to the central area and explain why they
were chosen)

Key: I bring a key as a symbol of home. People who are forced
to leave their homes dream of returning to live without fear in
their own homes.

Water and food: I bring some water and food as a symbol of
the basic things we all need to survive. Displaced People also
have these needs.

Projects: I bring some of the projects we have completed on
refugees. Refugees don’t just have needs, they bring things
with them: their intelligence, skills and culture.

School book: I bring a school book as a symbol of education.
Education is very important to refugees. Naji, a refugee from
Palestine said “education is the best way of not letting
yourself be destroyed, of fighting and preparing for the
future.”

Candle: I bring a candle. In Ireland and other countries, people
put lighted candles in windows to welcome people into our
homes.

Leader: lights the candle

Song: Christ is my light Alive-O 5 p.23

Children hold up the photos from the pack and read the
following:

Photo 1: This is Farhan and his family from Somalia. Farhan’s
parents lived a good life in a big city in Somalia up until
fighting started in 1991. They had to move to a camp for
Displaced People near the border. Farhan and his brothers and
sisters were all born in the camp. Life is hard in the camp, but
at least it is safe.

Photo 2: Khalid and his family lived in a nice house in the
capital of Somalia. His father was a teacher. Then one night in
2007 missiles hit the houses around them. Khalid’s mother
walked with her young family for over 15 days to safety. They
are now staying in a one roomed house with relatives.

Photo 3: Abaniya lives in South Sudan with her family. There
was a war in Sudan for many years. During that time Abaniya
and her family were forced to leave their home. Four million
people were displaced from their homes. Now they are back
home again. Abaniya is glad that the fighting has stopped.

Photo 4: This is a photo of a school in South Sudan. During
the war this school, along with many more in Sudan, was
destroyed. Many people grew up without any education. The
school reopened in 2007 and the community are working with
the government to repair the school.

Photo 5: Naji Odeh is a Palestinian man who lives in a refugee
camp in Bethlehem. His family were among the many
thousands of Palestinians who were forced to leave their
homes when Israel took over their land in 1947. He now works
in a community centre teaching people to live in peace.

Photo 6: Chit Mya Noe’s family had to leave their home in
Burma because of fighting in the country. We pray that we will
all welcome people, offer support and be friends with them.

Leader: Let us finish with a poem written by a ten year old
refugee child, Roberto.

Reader 6: If I were President
The tanks would be playhouses for the kids.
Boxes of candy would fall from the sky.
The mortars would fire balloons.
And the guns would blossom with flowers.
All the world’s children
Would sleep in peace unbroken
By alerts or shouting.
The refugees would return to their villages.
And we would start anew.

Closing Hymn: Go Tell Everyone Alive-O 7 T1 L5 p.301

Prayer Service



www.trocaire.org

Design a poster for
peace around the world.

Ask your teacher
to organise a
poster competition
in the school.

• What do they all have in common?

• Using an atlas, find the countries where the people live.

• Make small ‘fact boxes’ about the people featured in the photographs and paste them onto the ‘People on
the Move’ world map included in this pack.

Log on to the Trócaire
Campaigns website at
www.trocaire.org/takeaction
and take part in this year’s
campaigns.

Worksheet
Read the stories written on the backs of photos 1,2,3,5 and 6 then fill in the table below.

Farhan Khalid Abaniya Naji Odeh Chit Mya Noe

What country is the person
living in now?

Why did the person leave
home?

Is the person living in a
safe place now?

What differences are there
between the person’s life
and your own?

(adapted from ‘Refugees a resource book for 8 – 13 year olds’ British Refugee Council)

Cut out the boxes below and place them on or near the appropriate countries on theWorld Map included
with this pack;

Somalia: There has been no functioning government in Somalia
since 1991. Fighting between different groups has forced over
1 million people to leave their homes.

Palestine:Many thousands of Palestinian people have been
forced from their homes since 1947. Almost three-quarters of
Palestinian people are displaced from their homes.

Colombia: Over 3 million
people have been displaced

from their homes in
Colombia over the last 20

years. The government has

been fighting with another

armed group and people
have been forced to leave

their land and farms and
move to cities where they

live in very poor conditions.

Sudan: There was a war between the
government and another armed group in South
Sudan between 1984 and 2005. Over 4 million
people were forced to leave their homes. People
are now moving back home and working very
hard to keep the peace and develop their country.

Burma: Since 1962 Burma has been ruled
by the army. The government has denied
people their rights. Almost 1 million people
have been forced to leave their homes as
the government moves people off the land.
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Who are they?
This photograph shows the Mohammed family from Somalia. Sacid (8), Farhan (10) their father Arab, Dollar (7)
and Faysal (9). Their mother Qaali is carrying Ayan (6).

Why were they displaced?
Arab and Qaali used to live in Baidoa city. They had a good life there, lived on a farm with 5 cattle and Arab had
a job repairing watches and radios. Then in 1991, the government of the country collapsed. Since then there
has been no central functioning government to make decisions about running the country. Fighting between
rival clans since 1991 has forced ten per cent of the population, over 1 million people, to leave their homes.
Arab and his wife had to leave their home when the fighting started.
They left all they owned behind them. They had to escape to a refugee camp in Kenya in 1992 when fighting
broke out in Belet Amin and lived there for four years.

Where do they live now?
They live in Belet Amin, a settlement for displaced people in Somalia beside the border with Kenya. Life is very
hard for the family. They get some food aid but not enough to feed the whole family. They try to make some
more money by washing clothes, gathering firewood or begging. They have to walk 3km to the nearest source
of water.

They feel they will never be able to return to their home because it is more dangerous than ever. Arab said
“God knows the future; we don’t know what will happen. I’m staying here; I don’t have any intention to move
from here, where security is good.”

1.
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Farhan was born in Belet Amin. He helps his mother fetch water and firewood.
He sometimes goes to school where he learns the alphabet, the Somali language, Social
Science and maths. He likes all the subjects. He has a lesson on the Koran before school
starts at 7.30 am. He loves playing football with his friend Ayanle.

Somalia

Belet Amin
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Somalia

Who are they?
Khalid Salat Sheikh Ali (7) with his brother Zakariye (4), mother Falis, baby sister Asma (11 months), sister
Fardswa (11), brother Faisal (6), and aunt Leila (14).

Why did they have to leave their home?
Khalid and his family lived in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia. They had a private four bedroomed concrete
house with a kitchen and a toilet, food, water and money. Khalid’s father Salat Sheikh Ali was a teacher. In 1991
different groups of people began fighting in Somalia and the government stopped working. The family tried to
continue to live in the city, even though they were in danger from bombs and gun attacks. Soldiers often came
to their neighbourhood frightening families and stealing from their homes. Then one night in May 2007 all the
houses around them were hit by missiles. Khalid’s mother Falis knew her family were in danger, so she gathered
all of the children together - she wasn’t able to contact her husband who was teaching in a school in another
part of the city.

They left everything they owned behind and walked 30km out of Mogadishu. The journey took two days and
two nights with no water or food. She feels lucky to have kept her children together as they were attacked by
soldiers and missiles. The family continued walking to the Gedo region as Falis was originally from there.
The 500km journey took 15 days. Falis tries to forget the terrible things that happened to them on that journey.
Without food and water it was very hard to keep going.

Where do they live now?
The family live in Bullahawo, a town inside the Somalia border with Kenya where displaced people live. They
stay with relatives and rely on them for everything as no food aid is given to newly displaced people. The
people of Bullahawo are good to those in need. Almost every local home has a family of displaced people
living with them. Falis said “You can imagine how difficult life is…I live here I have nothing”. She shares a
one-roomed house with 17 adults and children.

2.

E4

Khalid says he wants to help his mother and family and he also wants an education.
He learns Islamic studies 5 days a week. He likes to play around the household with his
friends. He especially likes to play with his small metal truck. His mother says he is a
very helpful, pleasant and well-behaved child and thinks he’d like to be a truck driver
someday.

Mogadishu

Bullahawo
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Who is she?
Abaniya Awet 16 years old. She lives with her sister, Anguec (3), her
brother Umol (5) and her mother, Majaga. They live in Sudan a country
the same size as Western Europe with a population of 40 million.

Why did she have to leave her home?
There was a Civil War in Sudan from 1984 to 2005. A group in South
Sudan were fighting against the government of Sudan. During the war
two million people were killed and four million were displaced from their
homes. Abaniya and her family fled from their home in the village of Udici
in South Sudan in 1998. They were very scared of the fighting. They
decided at midnight one night to leave their home, taking nothing with
them, and escaped to the countryside.
Life was very difficult for them but their relatives gave them somewhere
to stay.

Where do they live now?
The two groups who had been fighting signed a peace agreement in
2005. People have begun returning to their homes in South Sudan.
Abaniya and her family moved back to their home in Udici last year. They
are happy to be home. Majaga grows a little of her own food and works
for other farmers. Life is still very hard for the family and the people of
South Sudan. The country was very poor even before the hardships of the
war.

Abaniya goes to school near her house. She gets up at 6 am every morning and
fetches water before walking to school. Her favourite subjects are English and
Maths. She would like to be a nurse when she finishes school. In the evenings
after she has finished her homework, she looks for food for the family. The rainy
season fromMay to September is known as the ‘hungry season’. In this time
there is no food so many people rely on wild fruits they gather from the forests.
In the photograph Abaniya is collecting lulu nut. They can eat the fruit of the
nut and also pound it to make oil. After she has finished her work Abaniya has
free time to spend with her friends. They play volleyball or read together.

Abaniya is happy that the fighting has stopped…she can still remember the
sound of bullets and the fear of fleeing into the forest in the darkness all those
years ago. She wants to continue with her education so that she will make
money and get out of poverty.

Sudan

3.
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Sudan

These photographs show two classrooms in Udici Basic Primary School in South Sudan. It has a boy’s
school with 520 students and 17 teachers and a girl’s school with 350 students and 5 teachers. The
school was built in the 1960s. It was completely destroyed during the Civil War in Sudan that lasted for
21 years. The school reopened in May 2007, two years after a peace agreement was signed.

The school needs a lot of repair and the local community are working with the government to repair the
school. During the war, most children in South Sudan could not go to school. They are now returning as
adults to finish their education. Udici Primary School has students from age 5 to 30 years studying
together. Many students from South Sudan were displaced during the war to other parts of the country,
where different subjects were taught through a different language. These people find it very hard to get
used to a different type of school.

Subjects taught at the school include: English, Maths, Science, Social Studies, Agriculture and Dinka
(Sudanese language).

4.
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Who is he?
Naji Odeh is a refugee from Palestine.

Why did his family move?
In World War 2, 6 million Jewish people were killed. The United Nations decided that the Jewish people should
have a country of their own. So in 1947 they passed a rule that divided Palestine into an Arab state and a
Jewish state in the hope that the two states would live peacefully side by side. But Israel declared
independence in 1948 and took over land that was meant for the Arab peoples of Palestine. Many thousands
of Palestinians were forced to leave their homes and have never been allowed to return.

Where does he live now?
Naji’s family left their home village and moved to a refugee camp in Bethlehem, where Naji was born. There are
11,000 people living in a very small space in the camp. Naji works in a community centre where young people
come together to meet and learn to live peacefully. Naji believes it is important to teach young people about
their human rights. “Education is the best way of not letting yourself be destroyed, of fighting and preparing
for the future.”

Symbols of peace
The boy on the bicycle lives in the same refugee camp as Naji. The murals on the wall behind him of a key and
an olive tree are important symbols for the Palestinian people. The key is a symbol for Palestinian refugees
around the world of their homeland and the homes they were forced to leave. Everyone has the right to live in
their own home. The olive tree is a symbol of peace all around the world. Palestinian farmers have made their
living from olives for hundreds of years.

For more information go to the ‘where we work’ page on www.trocaire.ie and download ‘Voices for Peace’ which has interviews with

people working for peace in the Israel-Palestine conflict.

5.
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Bethlehem

Palestine
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Who is she?
This photo shows Chit Mya Noe. She is 13 years old she has two younger sisters, Tha Pwee and Mu Lwi Htoo.

Why were they displaced?
Chit is from a country called Burma, but she is not Burmese. She belongs to a group called Karen. Her family
lived in a village in Burma, and when Chit was one year old, there was fighting near her village between
Burmese soldiers and the Karen Army. The Burmese soldiers arrested villagers and forced them to work. They
also took children and trained them to become soldiers. The fighting became worse. One day the Burmese
soldiers came to the village and burnt it down so the family had to leave. They didn’t know where to go, so
they went to the border with Thailand to a refugee camp.

Chit grew up in the refugee camp. She went to school there and learnt Burmese, English, Maths and
Geography. In the camp they liked to play football, chasing games and hide and seek. They had no televisions
or telephones. They went to bed early because there was nothing else to do. They got up very early in the
morning. They lived in bamboo houses which were very small. The roof was made of leaves. They used
firewood for cooking and to keep them warm in the winter. They had no running water, but had to carry water
from the river and boil it. They washed in rivers or wells. Chit’s parents had to find vegetables in the jungle to
feed them. Life was very difficult in the camp. The family couldn’t return home because the fighting was still
going on. They lived there for ten years.

Where do they live now?
Chit’s parents moved to Ireland in December 2007. The journey was very long and tiring for Chit because she
had never been on a plane before. She was sick all the way. When they first arrived in Ireland they stayed in
Ballyhaunis in Co. Mayo for 8 weeks. While they were there they learnt some English and about Ireland.

Now Chit and her family live in Ballina, Co. Mayo. The houses are very different from the refugee camp, they
are much bigger. Chit is in 6th class in St. Collins School in Ballina. Chit likes school a lot because she is
learning many different things and playing different games. But she finds it very cold in the winter and she
thinks it rains a lot. When Chit thinks about the refugee camp, she misses her friends and relatives. She hopes
to meet them again. She hopes to do very well in school and work in an office when she leaves school.

6.
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Instructions and Guidelines on using photos

Activities for Photos

1. SELECTION

Ask the students to select their favourite photograph
and discuss with the group, the reasons for their
choice. To direct the discussion, teachers could include
certain conditions. For example, ask the students to
nominate the photograph that they found most
surprising or most shocking. Which photographs would
be the most likely to appear in a newspaper or a
magazine or a schoolbook? Why?

2. CAPTIONING THE PHOTOGRAPHS

A caption can make a big difference to the way a
photograph is interpreted. Distribute one photograph
to each group and allow them to suggest captions,
which will elicit a variety of responses e.g. hope,
despair, charity, pity, shock. Ask them to suggest what
caption would be used if the photograph were used in
the following contexts: tabloid newspaper, charity
advertisement, school textbook, and encyclopaedia.
Discuss how photographs and captions are used in the
media e.g., newspapers, advertising, billboards, etc.

3. DESCRIBING A PHOTOGRAPH

Ask students to work in pairs. One of the students
describes a photo in detail to his/her partner without
their partner seeing it. The partner draws the photo
from the description and then compares it to the
original. How is it different? What was omitted? What
was added?

4. QUESTIONING A PHOTOGRAPH

Give one photograph to each group in the class. Mount
the photograph in the middle of a large sheet of blank
paper.

Ask the group leader to note down the questions,
which the members feel the photograph raises. Some
of the questions may be directly related to the
photograph, others only indirectly. The group, then
reports on their work to the rest of the class.

5. RANKING

Give a quantity of photographs to each group and ask
them to rank them in order, according to agreed criteria,
e.g., which they like/dislike most, which say most about
an issue, etc.

Ranking promotes the skills of discussing, arguing,
criticising, defending, comparing and contrasting.

6. SPEECH BUBBLES

Ask students to discuss and agree on three things that
particular people in the photos might be thinking or
feeling. These are written on slips of paper and placed
beside the photograph. After class discussion, the most
probable thoughts or feelings for each person can be
written on speech balloons cut out
on paper and fixed in the
appropriate places.
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These photographs have been specifically chosen to allow the teacher to
introduce a range of issues and ideas relating both to global development and to
the country in which they are situated.

The following activities aim to stimulate active discussion and critical thinking
concerning the issues raised in the photographs. They can also be used in
raising issues relating to images, prejudice and the media.
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DO
• Use open-ended questions e.g. tell me about
this person. What is happening in the picture?

• Extend the questions e.g. What do you think of
the picture of the IDP camp? Are the houses as
you expected?What thoughts come to you
regarding the differences in the houses from the
various countries portrayed in the photos?Why
are they different?

• Encourage the students to look at details in the
picture: What is the landscape like? What about
the climate?

• Explore similarities and differences

• Explore feelings: How do you think Abaniya
feels? How does Temba feel living in Kenya
without her family?

• Extend the pack by including photographs of
other people from different countries around the
world. Include people from a variety of social,
economic and cultural backgrounds.

• Respond to questions and comments from the
students in a positive way. Extend their
knowledge by giving additional information
where appropriate and where accurate
information is available to you.

DON’T
• Don’t over-read into the photo for the students.

• Don’t deny difference. If, for example, a student
comments on difference in ethnicity, explore the
comment further.

10. COMMUNITY MEETING

The group imagines they are living in the country of choice.
They are working together to discuss how to improve their
situation. Use the photographs to identify what the needs of
their community are. Discuss these in role. The group then
tries to agree on which needs should be prioritised and tries
to suggest ways these needs could be met.

7. ROLE PLAY

Role play is best undertaken when some of the
background work, around the photographs is
completed. It allows people to develop empathy with
those in the photographs. Give a photograph to each
group. Ask the students to develop a scene about the
life of the people in the photograph, they will need to
decide;

The names of everyone in the picture.

• Their relationship to each other.

• Whether any members of the household or
community are not included in the photograph.

• How each person in the picture feels.

• What each person is doing.

• What they are saying.

The students decide which roles to take on. They can
role play the scene in the photograph and/or extend it
to include events that led up to this scene and events
that followed it. Each group presents their scene. Allow
comments and questions immediately afterwards.

8. ROLE PLAY INTERVIEWS

Distribute the photographs to the students. The
students each choose a character from the photograph
and take on the role of that person. The other students
in the group or class ask them questions in role about
their life in the selected country.

9. TELL A STORY

Ask each group to choose three photographs from the
set. Use these photographs to tell a story, ordering
them so that they correspond with the beginning,
middle and end of the narrative. Allow plenty of time
for discussion before the activity is presented to the
class.
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