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Outline

The children explore leadership by looking at different world leaders and international organisations that are connected 
with the environment and human rights including Nelson Mandela, Mary Robinson, Thomas Alva Edison, Wangari 
Maathai, Paulo Freire, Malala Yousafzai and the Irish Suffragettes.

Key Question: What makes a leader?  ?

•	 	Leadership	can	involve	small local actions.

•	 	Different	world	leaders	have impacted on people and 
the environment in different ways.

•	 	The	consequences of people’s actions can be diverse 
and are sometimes unexpected or unintentional.

Key points of learning relating to climate change

Strand Strand Unit

History Skills and concepts

Politics,	conflict	and	society 
 

Continuity and change over time

Cause and effect, understanding evidence

Ireland, Europe and the world, 1960 to 
the present 

Energy and power

SPHE Myself and the wider world Developing	citizenship

English Developing	cognitive	abilities	 
through language

Reading: developing interests, attitudes, 
information retrieval skills and the ability 
to think

Curriculum integration

Resources

•	 Leadership	Action	Cards,	cut up, one set per pair or group of three.

•	 Leaders	in	History:	Irish	Suffragette	Poster,	one per person or per small group.

•	 Leader	Information	and	Photographs,	cut up, information about one leader per small group.

•	 World	Maps,	one map per group.

•	 Thinking	About	Our	Leader	Sheet, one per group

•	 Leadership	Statements, one per class.

•	 Agree	and	Disagree	Labels, one per class.

Other resources 

Large pieces of paper, glue, pens and other art materials.
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LeSSOn PLan

1. Children explore what leadership means

The class discusses what the word ‘leadership’ means. This could be done as a circle time activity. 

Working in pairs, children look at the Leadership action Cards and rank them in order, from those actions 
which most represent leadership to them, to those actions which least represent leadership to them. Which 
actions have they done themselves? 

2. Children explore the Irish Suffragettes as an example of leaders in history

In groups, children look at the Leaders in History: The Irish Suffragettes Poster. They discuss what changes 
the Suffragettes brought about and how they made these changes happen. Children discuss what is included on 
the poster, e.g. what they said, what was said about them, what they did.

3. In groups, children explore a historic leader

In groups, children look at one of the six historic leaders, using the Leader Information and Photographs. 

Children order the events into a timeline. Children map where the leader lived and places they visited using the 
world maps. 

Children think about the changes that their group’s historic leader has brought about using the Thinking about 
Our Leader Sheet and then making a poster about their leader, using the Leaders in History: The Irish 
Suffragettes Poster as a model. They discuss the following:

What good changes did the leader bring about? 

Were there any bad changes? 

4. each group presents their leader to the rest of the class

This could be a presentation of their poster or a role-play with one child playing the leader (as if they were in 
the class today) and others acting as interviewers. The class then decides which leaders they think have done 
the most good and why. 

Class Discussion Questions 

How did they reach their decision  
on who was the best leader? 

Did	they	help	certain	
people more than others?

Did	their	chosen	leader	help	
the environment or make 
life easier for people?

What changes did they decide 
were most important?
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LeSSOn PLan (continued)

5. Children think again about leadership using a walking debate

One	side	of	the	room	is	labelled	agree and the other is labelled Disagree. Children position themselves 
between	Agree	and	Disagree	depending	on	how	they	feel	about	each	of	the	Leadership Statements. Children 
discuss their reasoning.

6. Children review their climate change learning wall

Can any of the questions now be answered? 

Can new knowledge about climate change be added to the wall?

Can any new questions be added?



Creating Futures / Lesson 9 / Resource 1

Leadership action Cards

Stood up for someone else Looked after younger children

Asked a difficult question
Helped the school be more  
environmentally friendly

Helped other people
Made something new  

and different

Stopped someone 
behaving unfairly

Had an idea that others  
have followed

Given something up because  
you feel you should

Persuaded other people of  
your point of view
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Leaders in History: The Irish Suffragettes

June 1912: Some of the 
Irish suffragettes smashed the 
windows of the General Post 
Office and other buildings in 
Dublin to display their anger at 
being refused the right to vote, 
and to show their determination 
to change this inequality. They 
were arrested and put in prison. 
Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington lost 
her job as a teacher when she 
went to prison. 

July 1912: The Prime Minster of England 
came to visit Dublin. He was talking to a 
group of people at the Theatre Royal. Hanna 
Sheehy-Skeffington’s husband, Francis 
entered the meeting and drew attention to 
the campaign for votes for women. He was 
then thrown out of the theatre. 

1893: Women in New Zealand won the right 
to vote in government elections. At this time 
Ireland was part of the UK, and women in the 
UK could not vote. Women and men in Ireland 
began campaigning for women’s right to  
vote. The government in the UK and the 
leading politicians in Ireland were  
against women getting the vote.

1912: The group began 
publishing a newspaper 
called The Irish Citizen. 
The paper tried to 
persuade people to 
support women’s rights.
An advertisement for The Irish Citizen. 
Image courtesy of the National Library 
of Ireland.

1908: A group of people 
got together to campaign 
for women’s right to 
vote. The group was led 
by two women, Hanna 
Sheehy-Skeffington and 
Margaret Cousins, and 
their husbands. Hanna 
Sheehy-Skeffington and 
her husband Francis were 
unusual for their time.  
They were both vegetarian 
and when they married  
they took each other’s names. At this time most 
women took their husband’s name.

Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington with 
her son Owen. Courtesy of Library 
of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, LC-DIG-ggbain-23442

A campaigner in the UK holding a banner 
with the words ‘Help us to win the vote’, 
1914.

IDeAS: The suffragettes 
in Ireland got lots of ideas 
from the suffragettes in 
england. However, many 
of the Irish suffragettes 
wanted Ireland to be 
independent from the 
UK. They made sure their 
campaign for women’s 
rights was separate to the 
campaigns in England. 
Hanna Sheehy-Skeffington 
said, ‘until the women of 
Ireland are free, the men 
will not achieve freedom’. 

1914: World War I broke out 
and many women stopped 
campaigning for votes for 
women. 

1918: Women over 30 who 
owned land were given the 
vote and all men over the 
age of 21 were able to vote.

1922: women were given the 
same voting rights as men. 
The first Irish woman to be 
elected to parliament was 
Countess Markievicz, who  
was elected in 1918. 

Countess Markievicz, 1915. Image courtesy of the 
National Library of Ireland.
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Leadership Cards: Wangari Maathai

Wangari Maathai was born in 1940 
in the village of Ihithe, located in the 
central highlands of Kenya.

In 1959 Wangari Maathai graduated 
from Loreto Girls High School. At this 
time many Kenyan girls did not go to 
school. Her brother supported her  
going to school. She was taught by 
Catholic nuns.

Wangari Maathai went to study science 
in the USA in 1960 and then returned to 
Kenya six years later.

In the 1970s Wangari Maathai spoke to 
many women in Kenya. They told her 
that people were not listening to them 
because they were women and that 
their lives were difficult because the 
environment was being damaged. They 
said they did not have enough wood to 
make fires to cook, that there was not 
enough clean water and that they did 
not have enough food. 

For every 100 trees that were cut down 
in Africa, only nine new trees were 
being replanted. This was causing real 
problems. It made the soil bad and the 
water dirty, and it meant that there 
wasn’t enough wood for fires or for  
animal food.

In 1977 Wangari Maathai set up the 
Green Belt Movement in Kenya. The 
movement worked with women and 
men, encouraging them to plant trees 
and teaching them how to make their 
voices heard by people in power. The 
trees provided wood for cooking, food 
for animals and helped the soil which 
helped people grow more food. Many 
women in the villages of Kenya worked 
for the government, planting trees 
and being paid some money for their 
work. So far, 47 million trees have been 
planted by the Green Belt Movement.

Cut out the cards
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Leadership Cards: Wangari Maathai

In 1989, the President of Kenya wanted 
to take over Uhuru Park, the only park 
left in Nairobi. He was going to build 
a 62-storey building, making it the 
highest building in Africa. Next to the 
skyscraper he was going to put a four-
storey statue of himself (‘so you could 
pat his head from the fourth floor’). 
All of downtown Nairobi would have 
had to be rebuilt. Wangari Maathai 
organised a protest against building a 
skyscraper in Uhuru Park. She said: ‘we 
raised objections, and said this was the 
only park that we had in the city where 
people who have no money could 
come. Not even a policeman could ask 
you to move; it was an open space. A 
lot of people joined in and agreed, even 
those people who were going to invest, 
who then decided that it was probably 
not a very good idea’.

Wangari Maathai was arrested in 
1991 and imprisoned because of the 
protests at Uhuru Park in Nairobi. The 
organisation Amnesty International 
asked people from all around the 
world to write letters to the Kenyan 
government asking for them to free her. 
Eventually she was freed. 

Wangari Maathai was elected as a 
Member of Parliament in Kenya in 2002. 
In Ireland members of parliament are 
called TDs.

The Nobel Peace Prize is an award 
given to people who have done the 
most in the world to promote peace. 
The prize is presented in Norway. In 
2004 Wangari Maathai was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for her work with 
women, the environment and the Green 
Belt Movement. She was the first African 
woman to get this. 

A constitution is a book which sets out how a country works. It says how the government is 
chosen and what rights all the people in the country have. It can only be changed by all the 
people in the country voting. The Kenyan constitution was written in 2010. Wangari Maathai 
made sure that the new Kenyan constitution included the rights of all Kenyans to a clean and 
healthy environment. The Irish constitution was written in 1937. It does not say that everyone 
has a right to a healthy and clean environment.

Cut out the cards



Wangari Maathai (1940-2011)

Uhuru Park, Nairobi, Kenya
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Photographs: Wangari Maathai
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Nobel Peace Centre, Oslo, Norway

A tree nursery
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Photographs: Wangari Maathai
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Mary Robinson was born in 1944 in 
Ballina, County Mayo. Her father and 
mother were both doctors. 

After she completed school, she studied 
law in Ireland and then in the USA. 

Mary Robinson became a lawyer in 
Ireland in 1967.

The Senate (or Seanad Éireann in Irish) 
advises the government on new laws. 
Mary Robinson became a senator in 
1969 and campaigned for equal rights 
for women. At that time, many women 
had to leave their jobs when they got 
married. She worked to change this law.

Mary Robinson was elected to Dublin 
City Council in 1979. Dublin City Council 
is the local government for Dublin City. 
There are local governments all around 
Ireland. The local governments make 
decisions such as whether or not a 
new building can be built, and organise 
things like parking permits and housing. 

The president is voted for by the people 
of Ireland. She or he has many roles, 
including representing Ireland when 
meeting presidents, kings or queens from 
other countries. She or he also meets a lot 
of people in Ireland who work to help their 
local community. The president also has to 
make sure that the laws in Ireland respect 
people’s rights. Mary Robinson was voted 
president of Ireland in 1990. She was the 
first woman Irish president. As president, 
she visited many countries around the 
world. She also drew attention to Irish 
people who lived in other countries. 

The United Nations is an organisation 
which includes nearly all the countries in 
the world. It was set up in 1945. Its aim is 
to help countries work in peace together. 
Part of the work of the United Nations is 
to protect people’s human rights. In 1997 
Mary Robinson became the United 
Nations Commissioner for Human Rights. 
In this job she tried to make the world a 
more equal place and help those who 
were discriminated against. 

Mary Robinson started on organisation 
called the Mary Robinson Foundation 
– Climate Justice in 2011. This 
organisation asks people to work 
together to stop climate change. It says 
that the people who are most hurt by 
climate change are women and people 
who are poor. The organisation believes 
that we should help poorer people who 
are hurt most by climate change. 

She SAid:  
“From a very early age i had a strong sense of wanting things to be fairer and being conscious  

that my family was quite privileged in comparison to others. i joke that being the only girl  
among four brothers was an early introduction to human rights and fighting for equality!”

Creating Futures / Lesson 9 / Resource 3

Leadership Cards: Mary Robinson

Cut out the cards



Mary Robinson

Áras an Uachtaráin, Phoenix Park, Dublin
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Photographs: Mary Robinson
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Cut out both photos

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/


Ballina, Co Mayo
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Photographs: Mary Robinson

United Nations headquarters, New york, USA

Cut out both photos
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Paulo Freire was born in Brazil in 1921.

In the 1930s the world suffered a great 
depression where many people and 
businesses lost their money. In 1931, 
Paulo Freire’s family lost their money 
and moved to a city in Brazil called 
Jaboatão dos Guararapes.

Two years after moving to Jaboatão, 
Paulo Freire’s father died. He found 
school difficult because he was poor 
and felt hungry a lot of the time. He 
played football with other poor children.

In 1943 Paulo Freire studied law and 
then he became a teacher.

While Paulo Freire was studying law he 
worked with people who were poor and 
could not read. At that time you were 
not allowed to vote in elections in Brazil 
unless you could read and write.

Paulo Freire worked in a university. In 
1962, he taught 300 people working on  
a sugar-cane farm to read and write in  
45 days.

In 1964 there was a new government 
in Brazil that didn’t like Paulo Freire 
and sent him to prison for 70 days. He 
had to leave Brazil, so he went to live in 
Bolivia, Chile and then in the USA.

Paulo Freire published his first book in  
1967 on education and learning. Later he 
published other books on this subject. Paulo 
Freire said that learners, like children and 
students, should not believe everything they 
are told and should ask lots of difficult 
questions. He said that some people think 
that children know nothing and that school is 
about the teacher filling them with information 
and knowledge. But Paulo Freire said that this 
wasn’t right. He said school should be about 
helping children to think and discover.

Paulo Freire moved back to Brazil  
in 1980.

Just before Paulo Freire died, he was working 
on a book on teaching and the environment. 
In this book he said we should think about 
how we treat the environment and how we 
feel about it. This made lots of teachers teach 
about the environment, helping people to 
respect and question the world around them.
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Leadership Cards: Paulo Freire

Cut out the cards



he SAid: 
“Washing one’s hands of the conflict between the powerful and the powerless  

means to side with the powerful, not to be neutral.”

Paulo Freire’s Books
Paulo Freire thought that children in schools should ask questions like:
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Leadership Cards: Paulo Freire

Why do we learn about these 
things at school?

What do we think about 
this topic?

What do we already 
know about this topic?

Who decides what we 
learn at school?

Cut out the cards



Paulo Freire (1921–1997)

Jaboatão dos Guararapes, Brazil
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Photographs: Paulo Freire
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Cut out both photos

w � Josuel21, www.commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=17844856 ww.commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5326164
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Thomas Edison was born in Milan,  
Ohio in the USA in 1847.

Thomas Edison only went to school 
for three months. His mum taught him 
at home after this because he had 
difficulty hearing and concentrating. 

After school, to make money, Edison 
worked on the trains in Michigan, 
USA. He started off selling sweets and 
newspapers. 

When Edison was a teenager he 
rescued a three-year-old boy from 
being hit by a runaway train, saving his 
life. As a reward, the boy’s father gave 
Thomas Edison a job as a telegraph 
operator. This was his first proper job. 
He worked the night shift. This gave 
him time to invent things and carry out 
experiments during the day. 

One of Thomas Edison’s first inventions 
was a record player. This amazed 
people at the time. It was the first time 
they could record and play back sounds.

In 1870 Edison invented the first type of 
light bulb that could be sold and that 
lasted a long time. 

In 1882, Pearly Street Station, the 
first power plant, started generating 
electricity in the United States. It was 
owned by Edison’s company. The power 
plant generated electric power for 
homes, businesses, and factories. This 
changed the way many people live. It 
was on Pearl Street in New York in the 
USA. Later, another inventor improved 
on Thomas Edison’s work. This led the 
way to people using electricity as we 
do now.

Edison died in 1931. When he died 
he was one of the most successful 
businesspeople in America. His real 
success was his ability to make lots of 
money by producing things in large 
amounts. He developed many devices 
that greatly influenced life around the 
world, including the motion-picture 
camera, a long-lasting electric light bulb 
and electric power.

In 2009, 80% of the world’s population 
had access to electricity. Most 
electricity comes from burning fossil 
fuels, which creates greenhouse gases 
and causes climate change.

he SAid: 
“We will make electricity so cheap 

 that only the rich will burn candles.”
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Leadership Cards: Thomas alva edison

Cut out the cards
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Photographs: Thomas alva edison

Thomas A. edison (1847-1931)
Pictured in his laboratory in New Jersey, circa 1901

Thomas A. edison (1847-1931)
Circa 1870

Cut out both photos
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Photographs: Thomas alva edison

The Kinetoscope
The first prototype was demonstrated in New york in May 1890. 

Pearl Street Station in Lower Manhattan, New york
The Battery and Control Room in the first edison electric Lighting Station at 
Pearl Street in Lower Manhattan in 1882.

Cut out both photos
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Leadership Cards: Malala Yousafzai

Malala Yousafzai was born in 1997 in 
Swat Valley in northwest Pakistan.

As a child Malala lived with her parents, 
two younger brothers and two pet 
chickens. Her father ran schools in the 
area and also taught and discussed 
many things with Malala. Malala could 
speak Pashto, English and Urdu.

In 2008, the Swat valley was being 
taken over by a group called the 
Taliban. Amongst other things they 
were opposed to girls being educated, 
and they harshly punished many who 
opposed them. Malala agreed to write 
for an internet blog about her life in the 
Swat Valley. This was dangerous and 
she had to use a different name to try 
and protect herself.

In January 2009, the Taliban said that 
no girls could attend school. They blew 
up many girls’ schools. Malala wrote on 
her blog: ‘Our annual exams are due 
after the vacations but this will only 
be possible if the Taliban allow girls to 
go to school. We were told to prepare 
certain chapters for the exam but I do 
not feel like studying’.

In May 2009, there was fighting in the 
Swat valley between the Pakistani 
army and the Taliban. Malala’s family 
were separated and Malala went to the 
countryside to live with relatives.

In July 2009, Malala’s family were  
able to return to their home. 

Malala argued that all girls everywhere 
had the right to receive an education. 
She appeared on television and met 
with different people she thought could 
make a difference.

As Malala became more famous, she 
received threats from those against her.

Cut out the cards



In October 2012, as she was travelling 
home from an exam on a bus, she was 
shot by a gunman. Malala was treated in 
hospital in Pakistan. Hospitals all around 
the world offered to take Malala and 
treat her. She was moved to a hospital 
in Birmingham in the UK where she was 
looked after and eventually recovered. 

In March 2013, she started to attend 
school in Birmingham.

In July 2013, she spoke at the UN. She 
said, ‘I am not against anyone, neither 
am I here to speak in terms of personal 
revenge against the Taliban or any 
other terrorist group. I’m here to speak 
up for the right to education for  
every child’.

In October 2014, Malala won the Nobel 
Peace Prize jointly with a children’s 
rights activist from India. She was 17 at 
the time and the youngest person ever 
to win the prize.

In July 2015, Malala opened a school in 
Lebanon for Syrian refugees. The school 
was paid for by money that she had 
help to raise.

In August 2015, she received top marks  
in her school exams.
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Leadership Cards: Malala Yousafzai

Cut out the cards
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Photographs: Malala Yousafzai
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Photographs: Malala Yousafzai

Birmingham, england

The United Nations General Assembly in New york
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Nelson Mandela was born in Umtata  
in South Africa in 1947. 

After studying law, he moved to 
Johannesburg and experienced the 
system of apartheid which didn’t let 
black people in the country vote, travel 
without permission or own land.

In 1944, with his friends he got together 
a group of young people who were 
against apartheid. 

Nelson opened the first black legal  
firm in South Africa in 1952 with his 
friend Oliver Tambo. They provided  
free and cheap legal advice to many 
black people who otherwise would  
have had to go to court without  
anyone defending them.

In 1955 Nelson Mandela called for equal 
rights for black people in South Africa.

In 1961 the police in South Africa killed 
peaceful protesters. Nelson Mandela 
and others said that black people 
needed to fight back.

Nelson Mandela was captured by the 
police in 1964. He was sentenced to life 
imprisonment at the age of 46. He was 
sent to prison on Robben Island, where 
conditions were very bad. He lived there 
for the next 18 years. 

While Nelson Mandela was in prison he 
argued for and won the right to plant a 
vegetable garden on the prison roof. He 
said: ‘To plant a seed, watch it grow, to 
tend it and then harvest it, offered a simple 
but enduring satisfaction. The sense of 
being the custodian of this small patch of 
earth offered a small taste of freedom’.
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Leadership Cards: nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Cut out the cards



Many countries around the world 
refused to buy things from South Africa 
to show they didn’t like the apartheid 
system. This meant the South African 
government lost a lot of money. 

In 1990 Nelson Mandela was released 
from prison after 27 years. 

In 1994 there were free elections, where 
black South Africans were allowed to 
vote for the first time. Nelson Mandela 
ran for president and won. He formed a 
government which had black and white 
people in it together.

South Africa hosted the 1995 Rugby  
World Cup and South Africa won. 

After being president Nelson Mandala 
highlighted the importance of climate 
change and its impact on the world’s 
poor. He, along with others, urged 
decision makers around the world 
to help the world’s poor to adapt to 
climate change. 

Nelson Mandela died in 2013.

he SAid: 
“The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow.”
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Leadership Cards: nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Cut out the cards
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Photographs: nelson Rolihlahla Mandela

Soweto, Johannesburg, South Africa

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela (1918–2013)
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Photographs: nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
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Map of South africa
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Thinking about Our Leaders

What questions do you  
have about the leader?

How did this leader help  
people and who did they help?

Who helped  
this leader?

What were the  
consequences of  

this leader’s actions?
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Leadership Statements

Leaders never fail at anything

Leaders are always liked by everyone

Leaders are always famous

Leaders need support

Looking after the environment needs good leaders

Leaders can change things on their own

I have the power to be a leader on climate  
change every day

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Cr
ea

ti
ng

 F
ut

ur
es

 / 
Le

ss
on

 9
 / 

R
es

ou
rc

e 
5

a
gr

ee
 o

r 
D

is
ag

re
e 

La
be

ls

 
A
g

re
e

C
ut

 o
ut

 th
e 

la
b

el
 



 
d

is
a

g
re

e

C
ut

 o
ut

 th
e 

la
b

el
 

Cr
ea

ti
ng

 F
ut

ur
es

 / 
Le

ss
on

 9
 / 

R
es

ou
rc

e 
5

a
gr

ee
 o

r 
D

is
ag

re
e 

La
be

ls


	Lesson 9: Climate change and leadership
	Overview
	Lesson Plan 1-4
	Lesson Plan 5-6
	Resource 1 – Leadership Action Cards
	Resource 2 – Leaders in History: The Irish Suffragettes
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Wangari Maathai
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Wangari Maathai
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Wangari Maathai
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Wangari Maathai
	Resource 3 – Map of Kenya
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Mary Robinson
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Mary Robinson
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Mary Robinson
	Resource 3 – Map of Ireland
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Paulo Freire
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Paulo Freire
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Paulo Freire
	Resource 3 – Map of Brazil
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Thomas Alva Edison
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Thomas Alva Edison
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Thomas Alva Edison
	Resource 3 – Map of Ohio, USA
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Malala Yousafzai
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Malala Yousafzai
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Malala Yousafzai
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Malala Yousafzai
	Resource 3 – Map of Pakistan
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
	Resource 3 – Leadership Cards: Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
	Resource 3 – Photographs: Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
	Resource 3 – Map of South Africa
	Resource 3 – World Map
	Resource 3 – Thinking About Our Leaders
	Resource 5 – Leadership Statements
	Resource 5 – Agree or Disagree Labels
	Resource 5 – Agree or Disagree Labels



