
Over the last 12 months Trócaire has 
delivered support and relief to 2.6      
million people throughout the             
developing world.  

As a Church agency, our work is possible only      
because of the generosity and dedication of        
parishes across Ireland.  

This newsletter contains a brief update about our 
work over the last 12 months. It is important for us 
to keep you up to date about the impact your    
support is having.  

Much of our work is delivered through Church 
structures in the countries where we work. As a 
member of the Caritas global network of Catholic 
Church humanitarian agencies, Trócaire works with 
Dioceses all over the world to live our Gospel values 
in some of the world’s poorest places.   

We also work with parishes here in Ireland to     
promote solidarity with the world’s poor. We      
believe in the dignity of each individual and the 
need for communities around the world to work 
together for the common good.  

Pope Francis has called on us all to shape our world 
through Catholic Social teaching, helping the most             
vulnerable and doing what we can to secure justice.  

I want to thank you for your ongoing support for 
our work. On behalf of Trócaire, please pass on this 
gratitude to your parishioners—the people who 
make all of this possible. 

 

 

 
Éamonn Meehan, 
Executive Director 

Brilliant (7), Cute (6) and Thoselihle (6) eating a portion of porridge which Trócaire supplies to school children in a drought-

affected region of Zimbabwe. Photo: Isabel Corthier. 
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Your support is what makes change happen 

Trócaire gives expression to Gospel values of     
compassion, mercy and justice to work for a just 
and sustainable world for all. With the support of 
parishes all over Ireland, we provide long-term  
support to people who live in extreme poverty in 
the developing world. We also provide assistance to 
people experiencing  humanitarian emergencies.  

Some examples of our work over the last year     
include: 

 140,000 Syrians received aid and assistance 

 123,300 people in Sudan received access to 
healthcare 

 91,200 people in Kenya received agricultural 
support, including access to water and seeds 

 37,600 people affected by conflict in           
Myanmar received shelter and aid  

As an agency of the Catholic Church, we want to 

give parishioners a sense of ownership of Trócaire’s 

work. We work with parishes by providing            

resources, workshops and speakers that bring 

Trócaire’s work to life.  

This work is carried out on an ongoing basis but is 

particularly important during Lent. Last year, 

Trócaire staff and volunteers spoke at 486 masses 

across 148 parishes throughout the Lenten period.  

Our Lent resource, which focused on the issue of 

climate change, was downloaded 1,366 times from 

trocaire.org and posted to approximately 1,360  

parishes and pastoral workers across all dioceses. 

We are building our volunteer network throughout 

parishes. The parish volunteer initiative has been 

launched in the Archdiocese of Armagh, Diocese of 

Cloyne and Diocese of Kerry, and over the coming 

months will be launched in Dublin.  

Ultimately, our intention is to build a network of 
Trócaire volunteers in all dioceses.  
 
Visit trocaire.org/volunteer for more information.  

Parishes building a just world 

Josiane Umuma-

rashavu (left), 

who was on the 

Trócaire box in 

2004, and Sr. 

Ancille of Rwanda  

meet Fr.          

Raymond     

Dempsey,       

Diocese of      

Ossory, on a   

recent visit to 

Ireland to      

highlight the  

importance of the 

Lenten campaign.  

Remembering Blessed  

Oscar Romero 

August marks the centenary of the birth of the 

Most Reverend Blessed Oscar Romero,              

Archbishop of San Salvador.  

Archbishop Romero was known as “the voice of 

the voiceless” for his fearless support for the poor 

during a time of great repression in El Salvador. 

He was assassinated during a Mass service in 

March 1980.  

Trócaire supported Archbishop Romero’s work 

and remains inspired by his courage and belief in 

human rights.  

Today, our Romero Fund allows people in Ireland 

to keep his legacy alive by supporting our human 

rights work. We will also shortly be announcing a 

Romero Award to honour people who continue to 

live his values.  



Dzve Tsolosi (above left) 

suffered greatly during the 

conflict in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) 

between 1998 and 2003. 

Three of her children were killed 

by armed groups, while another three died of     

disease after they were forced into hiding. 

When the fighting eased, Dzve moved back to her 

village only to find it had been completely            

destroyed. Finding enough food to eat became a 

daily challenge. What changed her life was a        

literacy project funded by Trócaire.  

“I saw others learning to write their names and the 

advantage it gave them,” she says. “They also 

learned about their rights and how to vote. Before, 

women would not participate. It is thanks to the 

training that we started to give our opinions. We 

learned that women can lead.” 

Just a few years after having to flee in fear of her 

life, Dzve is now the elected leader of her village. 

The future is now one full of opportunity.  

“I want to have a school in the village as the      

nearest one is 7km away,” she says. “There is also 

no health centre. We need one because people 

have to go too far for their children’s medical care 

and to give birth.”  

Communities in drought-

affected regions need new 

ways to earn money.    

Beekeeping is one way of 

doing this. 

Traditionally beekeeping 

was a male pursuit as hives were 

located in trees and it was an unacceptable cultural 

practice for women to climb to them. Trócaire     

introduced a freestanding hive that has made     

beekeeping far more accessible to women.  

Dorcas Kenyatta (centre of photo) and members of 

her community received training and supplies to get 

started.  

Each of the 20 members of the new beekeeping 

group has five hives each from which they can    

harvest ten kilograms of honey annually.               

Beekeeping has become an important source of  

income through the sale of honey, candles and 

soap.  

“We have worked hard and the quantity and quality 

of honey we are able to harvest has improved,” she 

said. “We hope to open a honey processing factory 

in our area. The beekeeping and honey harvesting is 

carried out during the day along with household 

chores. This means I can support my family as both 

a mother and a provider.” 

Two examples of lives your support has changed 

1. Dzve Tsolosi 

- learning to 

lead in DRC 

2. Dorcas        

Kenyatta— 

earning money 

through bees 



Where we work... 

AFRICA 

Dem. Rep. of Congo 

(approx. 20,000 people 

supported) 

Ethiopia (495,000) 

Kenya (133,000) 

Malawi (301,000) 

Rwanda (96,000) 

Sierra Leone (70,000) 

Somalia (100,000) 

South Sudan (24,000) 

Sudan (123,000) 

Uganda (680,000) 

Zimbabwe (52,000) 

ASIA & THE MIDDLE 

EAST 

Pakistan (96,000) 

Israel / Palestine 

(29,000) 

Myanmar (48,000) 

Philippines (61,000) 

Nepal (31,000) 

Syria / Lebanon 

(140,000) 

Iraq (10,000) 

CENTRAL AMERICA 

Guatemala (25,000) 

Honduras (12,000) 

Nicaragua (19,000) 

EUROPE 

Refugee crisis (72,000) 

4 ways to make 

a difference 

1 
Tell your parishioners about 

the impact they are having 

and pass on our heartfelt 

thanks for their dedication. 

2 
Keep in touch with our 

work through Facebook, 

Twitter and our website. 

3 
Ask a Trócaire representative to come to 

your parish to speak about the issues we 

are working on. 

4 
Encourage schools and parishioners in 

your area to organise fundraising 

events to keep our work going.  

If you would like to learn more about how your parish is 

helping communities overseas, contact Colm or Hannah 

from our Church Outreach team. 

Phone: 01 6293333  

Email: colm.hogan@trocaire.org                                      

hannah.evans@trocaire.org  

Did you know? 

Trócaire has delivered support and relief to 

2.6 million people over the last 12 months. 


