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Note from Éamonn Meehan, Executive Director of Trócaire
2016 is the Extraordinary 
Jubilee of Mercy. During 
this year we are invited as 
followers of Christ to become 
‘Missionaries of Mercy’. 
According to Pope Francis, 
mercy is the foundation of 
the Church’s life. The Irish 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

recognised this four decades ago when they 
established Trócaire, which is the Irish word for mercy.

Mercy is at the heart of Trócaire’s work and so this 
jubilee is of special relevance to us. When Trócaire 
was founded, the Irish bishops recognised that ‘a 
time for action’ was needed to answer the calls of the 
poorest and most marginalised. Pope Francis echoes 
this call by saying that we do not just show mercy, we 
‘do’ mercy and act for justice. In his Encyclical Letter 
Laudato Si’ he urges all people to take action at local, 
national and international levels to end the destruction 
of the environment and, in particular, the devastation 
being caused by climate change. 

In places like rural Kenya, poor farming families are 
struggling to grow food on land parched by repeated 
drought. Thanks to support from parishes across 
Ireland, Trócaire is providing vital agricultural support 
and building irrigation systems so that families can 
water their crops. Pope Francis makes it clear that 
everything on the planet is interconnected through an 
‘integral ecology’. He stresses our moral and spiritual 

responsibility to care for the environment, to ensure 
that all people have enough food and water, and to 
protect the earth for future generations. 

In this Jubilee of Mercy, we are calling on all parishes 
across Ireland to join in the fight for justice on behalf 
of the world’s most vulnerable people – those who are 
oppressed, vulnerable, outcast and forced to flee from 
their homes. The Irish language puts more emphasis 
on action for mercy than showing mercy. We talk 
about trócaire a dhéanamh – to do mercy and not 
just to show it. Trócaire implies a physical response; 
the compassion for another is felt in the centre of 
one’s body. This mercy results in action! This Lent, 
Trócaire has provided every parish with a catechetical 
resource entitled Rediscovering Mercy. Alongside the 
Trócaire box, we kindly ask that you might encourage 
parishioners to engage in what mercy means to 
them by exploring and ‘rediscovering mercy’ this holy 
Lenten season. 

You may also have noticed 
a new look and feel to 
this year’s Trócaire Box. It 
displays ordinary people who 
do extraordinary things in the 
pursuit of justice. They are 
supporters and volunteers of 
Trócaire, who, like you, are 
helping make a difference to 
the most vulnerable people 
in our society.

TrócairE LENTEN Parish NEwsLETTEr 2016

Degrees of separation in rural Kenya

‘Our relationship was brought about by distance,’ 
Teresina Karimi (45) says, sheltering from the thick, 
stifling heat under the rim of her thatched roof. The 
burning sun has come out and Teresina points to her 

patchy crop of vegetables, which is drying up and 
turning yellow.

‘I miss him but there are no options here. There 
is nothing else that we can do,’ she says. ‘We still 
love each other. People don’t stop loving each other 
because they are far apart.’

Love 

Teresina met her husband Julius when she 
was a child, and they played together in the 
peaceful Kenyan countryside. When they got 
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older Julius left their village to find work. He began 
to write to Teresina and their relationship blossomed. 
‘He remembered me,’ she said. And while she was 
surprised to receive his letters, she started to write 
back. ‘The first time I saw him again eye to eye was 
when he came to my house years later.’ They married 
soon after.

When Teresina and Julius were children, the rain fell 
and the land was green. Today their home, just two 
hours from Nairobi, is a different place. The security 
that once came with farming life has vanished, 
taking the people of rural Kenya with it, and leaving 
abandoned rural villages behind.

In their village, Kaluga, everyone relies on farming. It is 
a sad irony that men like Julius have had to leave their 
families to work on other farms far away that have 
flowing irrigation schemes, the very lifeblood they 
themselves cannot afford.

Year after year, Julius and Teresina watched as climate 
change dried up their two acres of farmland. Their soil 
became lifeless and their crops became parched and 
limp. Migration was the only possible way to put the 
last two of their five children through school. And so, 
a year ago, Julius made the difficult decision to move 
permanently to Kirinyaga, a three-hour journey away, 
to work on a large commercial farm.

When crops fail, people sell what they have, 
animals, land and any other assets to get cash, 
until eventually they have nothing to fall back on 
and the head of the family has to migrate.

‘Up to 80 per cent of families in this region do not 
have enough food,’ says Abraham Maruta, Deputy 
Director of Caritas in the Diocese of Meru, who work 
in partnership with Trócaire to develop an irrigation 
system for poor households in this area. 

Antony and Amos, sons of Teresina 
and Julius But water isn’t the only supply being taken from the 

rivers. Just as the people are being stripped of their 
land, so too is the essence of the land itself – the 
water, the trees and the earth. Born from desperation 
and a need to earn, sand harvesting and tree felling 
have become a valuable way to get cash fast. 

Men and women walk to the river, equipped with 
shovels, and negotiate prices with local landowners 
and sand merchants to dig sand from the riverbed 
and load it into trucks. They work in small groups 
and divide the payment between them. In the late 
afternoon, white trucks dripping with water and sand 
rattle continually along the road.

‘People make about €1 for loading a fifteen-ton truck 
with sand,’ explains Abraham. ‘The sand is sold for 
about €120 to constructors. It is exploitative, but the 
people have no alternative. They live hand to mouth. 
They only thing they want to do is stop their children 
from going hungry for another night.’

People walk for miles to the dried-up river Enziu in 
Maatini village, Kitui, to get water. They dig through 
the sand until they reach water and scoop the sandy 
water into water cans to carry home to drink, feed 
livestock and for household use. Kitui is a semi-arid 
region of Kenya and its people suffer severe water 
shortages like this during the dry season. The region 
suffered a severe drought in 2007 and many families 
lost their livestock. Photo credit: hu O’Reilly

water 

Teresina’s village is located in the lowlands 
of Mount Kenya, one of the most important 
regions in the country for tea and coffee production. 
Many rivers traverse the area. Last year, three rivers 
dried up completely, leaving people along a twenty to 
thirty kilometre stretch of land without water. 

People like Teresina rely on local rivers such as the 
Naka River, an hour’s walk away, to get drinking water, 
and women like her plant crops along the shore.
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Sand from small villages like this is fuelling Kenya’s 
construction industry and the local labour market, but 
is also spelling disaster for rivers in the long term. Left 
uncontrolled it depletes water levels, causes erosion, 
and can lead to dangerous floods. 

Trees 

Cutting down trees to provide wood for 
curing tea is another environmental problem. 
Workers from the tree plantations come from 
Mount Kenya to the lowlands to buy wood. Young 
men walking along the road carrying tree trunks is a 
common sight. ‘If this continues people won’t be able 
to survive. It’s dehydrating the land and will render it 
unusable until there are no more trees to sell,’ warns 
Abraham.

wendani/hope 

Teresina is part of the Wendani Women 
Group. Wendani means hope. The group 
of fifteen women came together to help each other 
save money, cultivate each other’s land and tender 
for casual work like construction. ‘It’s hard on your 
own,’ says group treasurer Helen Kende. ‘But when 
you come together you can help each other plan. Our 
greatest desire is to get the children through school.’ 
This group is an important support for women like 
Teresina, who are raising their family by themselves. 

Julius comes home every three months for three days 
at a time. ‘The kids are very happy to see their father,’ 
Teresina says. ‘They run to him and embrace him 
because it has been so long since they last saw him.’

Even though I feel sad when he leaves, I can’t 
prevent it because if we both stay at home, the 
kids will not be able to go to school.

Teresina

The only thing that could unite Teresina and Julius 
for good is water. ‘I would like to see irrigation on my 
land. If I had irrigation, I could plant more crops and 
harvest.’ Maybe then Julius could come home and 
they could farm together again on the land on which 
they met.

Suggestion: The First Sunday of Lent 
falls on St Valentine’s Day. You might 
consider reading the story of Julius and 

Teresina to your congregation as part of the homily 
reflection.

climate Justice 

Climate Change affects us all. In Ireland,* 
the Environmental Protection Agency and 
the Department of the Environment in Northern 
Ireland have stated that we will likely see more 
intense storms and rainfall, as well as increased water 
shortages as a result of climate change. Whilst in 
Ireland we have sophisticated weather monitoring 
systems, contingency plans, and a network of social 
security to lessen hardship, in developing countries, 
matters are much more ambiguous. For these 
countries, climate change will only serve to add to 
their already existing list of challenges. 

In countries like Kenya, Malawi, Ethiopia and many 
others where Trócaire works, resources to deal with 
the problem of climate change are much fewer. 
Longer dry seasons and hotter days, and droughts 
followed by intense rainfall all lead to a greater risk of 
floods, damage to crops and also pose a risk to human 
health through water and vector-borne diseases (i.e. 
from an insect). 

Year after year crops are failing and farmers can no 
longer plan when to sow them. Families are struggling 
to withstand the ever-increasing length of their hungry 
season. 

As the oceans warm up, tropical storms are expected 
to get stronger. This is also a huge concern for 
countries that have already been massively affected 
by tropical storms. In 2013, Typhoon Haiyan killed over 
6,000 people in the Philippines and displaced millions 
more. In the last century, six of the twelve strongest 
hurricanes in the world impacted Honduras where 
Trócaire works, including Hurricane Mitch, which killed 
10,000 people in 1998.

Climate change is the greatest injustice of our 
time. The people who are doing least to cause it 
are suffering the most. Those with the power to 
address it have so far failed us.

Éamonn Meehan, Executive Director, Trócaire

*Throughout this resource Ireland refers to both the Republic of 

Ireland and Northern Ireland
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The Jubilee of Mercy 

During a penitential service at St 
Peter’s Basilica on 12 March, Pope 
Francis announced this liturgical 
year as the Extraordinary Jubilee 
of Mercy, thus inviting all followers 
of Christ to become ‘Missionaries 
of Mercy’. 

A jubilee year is a special year 
called by the Church to receive 
blessing and pardon from God and remission of sins. 
The Catholic Church has called jubilee years every 
twenty-five or fifty years since 1300, and has also 
called special jubilee years from time to time, known 
as extraordinary jubilee years.

The last jubilee year was held in 2000 during the 
papacy of St John Paul II and was known as ‘The 
Great Jubilee’. The last extraordinary jubilee year was 
held in 1983 to celebrate 1,950 years since the death 
and resurrection of Jesus.

Archbishop Rino Fisichella said the motto for this 
jubilee, ‘Merciful Like the Father’, ‘serves as an 
invitation to follow the merciful example of the Father 
who asks us not to judge or condemn, but to forgive 
and to give love and forgiveness without measure’. 
To join in the celebration of the Jubilee of Mercy, 
you might consider running Trócaire’s social justice 

Prayer for Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy

Lord Jesus Christ,
you have taught us to be merciful like the 
heavenly Father,
and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him.
Show us your face and we will be saved.
Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew 
from being enslaved by money;
the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking 
happiness only in created things;
made Peter weep after his betrayal,
and assured Paradise to the repentant thief.
Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the 
words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman:
‘If you knew the gift of God!’
You are the visible face of the invisible Father,
of the God who manifests his power above all by 
forgiveness and mercy:
let the Church be your visible face in the world, its 
Lord risen and glorified.

You willed that your ministers would also be 
clothed in weakness
in order that they may feel compassion for those 
in ignorance and error:
let everyone who approaches them feel sought 
after, loved, and forgiven by God.
Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us 
with its anointing,
so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of 
grace from the Lord,
and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may 
bring good news to the poor,
proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed,
and restore sight to the blind.
We ask this through the intercession of Mary, 
Mother of Mercy,
you who live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit for ever and ever.
Amen.

Everything is interconnected, and this invites us to 
develop a spirituality of that global solidarity which 
flows from the mystery of the Trinity.

Laudato Si’, 240

catechetical programme Rediscovering Mercy: An 
Invitation to Reconnect Faith and Mercy in your local 
parish this Lent.

rediscovering Mercy 

REDISCOVERING

An Invitation to Reconnect Faith and Mercy

MERCY

Rediscovering Mercy is a social 
justice catechetical programme 
written by Trócaire for parishes and 
school groups. The programme itself 
is an invitation to individuals and 
groups across Ireland to reconnect 
their faith with the concept of 
mercy. 

The Rediscovering Mercy programme aims to bring 
participants into a space to discover and contemplate 
God’s love and plan for them. It is also an opportunity 
to see how they are being called to love others in their 
own family, community and, indeed, around the world. 

Mercy identifies with many types of brokenness in 
our world today and brings to that brokenness, love, 
healing and support. 
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When we know ourselves to be loved by God, the call 
to love others is ‘a freely bestowed experience of love 
from within, a love which by its very nature must be 
shared with others’ (Deus Caritas Est, 18).

The Rediscovering Mercy catechetical programme, 
supporting materials and additional resources such as 
videos, pictures and PowerPoint presentations are all 
available online at trocaire.org/parishes.

ideas and the knowledge of how to 
put our thoughts and reflections to 
date into action. 

Laudato Si’ is directed to people 
of all faiths and none. Therein lies 
its brilliance, as it speaks to all of 
humanity who seek to engage in a 
philosophy regarding the common 
good of creation.

Since choosing the papal name of Francis after 
St Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis too has shown 
a limitless care in ministering towards the poor 
and marginalised, and also a bountiful love for the 
environment. Saint Francis of Assisi ‘shows us just 
how inseparable the bond is between concern for 
nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society 
and interior peace’ (LS, 10).

Suggestion: You might like to gather a 
group together to participate in 
Rediscovering Mercy as a Lenten 
catechetical programme in your parish.

Pope Francis and Laudato Si’: On Care for 
Our Common Home 

Through Laudato Si’, Pope Francis has opened St 
Peter’s doors for a new generation of faithful. At the 
centre of this new way of evangelisation is mercy, 
love and compassion. Following on from his Apostolic 
Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium where he stated ‘I 
want a church which is poor, for the poor’ (EG,198), 
his most recent Encyclical gives us the tools, the 

Suggestion: A PowerPoint study guide 
for Laudato Si’ is available online at 
trocaire.org/parishes. It includes 

questions for reflection and is appropriate for use 
in both parishes and post-primary schools.

on c a re for our common home

Encyclical Letter

POPE FRANCIS
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Prayer of the Faithful for sundays of Lent 

week 1 week 2 week 3

For our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, our bishop, priests, 
religious and catechists … may 
they be models of love and 
compassion for us through an 
expression of mercy towards the 
people entrusted to their care.

Let us pray to the Lord

For this our Christian community, 
that we may come to our Sunday 
liturgy with openness, eager to 
learn what the Lord wants from 
us.

Let us pray to the Lord

For all political leaders …that the 
example of Jesus’ leadership 
may act as a guide for them. May 
they be sensitive to the needs 
of their people, and do their best 
to comfort them and ease their 
burdens.

Let us pray to the Lord

For Irish missionaries and 
development workers who have 
dedicated their lives to working 
with the poor overseas. On 
this first Sunday of Lent we 
pray especially for the work of 
Trócaire, our Catholic Aid Agency.

Let us pray to the Lord

For those who have died … we 
pray especially for those who 
have died as a result of war or 
violence. May they place their 
souls into the hands of the 
Father, to trust in his mercy 
which knows no bounds.

Let us pray to the Lord

For those forced to flee their 
homes as a result of war, poverty 
or oppression. May they find 
strong hope in God, who shows 
compassion to those who are 
lowly and weak. 

Let us pray to the Lord
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reflections for the sundays of Lent

week 4 week 5 Palm sunday

For each one of us here today 
… that we may realise how 
the Holy Spirit within us is our 
life, and inspires us to become 
agents of mercy and peace.

Let us pray to the Lord

For the Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy. We pray that, during this 
jubilee, we will open our hearts 
and minds to those in need of 
mercy in our world. That we will 
grow in love and solidarity with 
our brothers and sisters in need.

Let us pray to the Lord

Heavenly Father, we pray for all 
those who deny having known 
you as Peter did. Help them 
and help us all to be faithful 
witnesses of your love to 
humanity.

Let us pray to the Lord

We pray especially for women 
and children who suffer as a 
result of their gender. May their 
oppressors’ eyes be opened 
and the true potential of each be 
realised.

Let us pray to the Lord

We pray in thanksgiving for the 
leadership of Pope Francis who 
has taught us of our Christian 
duty to listen to the cry of the 
poor. 

Let us pray to the Lord

Heavenly Father, we pray for 
those unjustly condemned to 
any form of suffering, death, 
punishment or ridicule … that 
they may remember how 
unjustly you were condemned by 
Pilate and gain strength from it. 

Let us pray to the Lord

more, to take more. We can also be tempted to say 
that it is up to large corporations and governments 
to make the necessary changes for climate justice, 
but we all play a part. As we enter the ‘wilderness’ 
of Lent, let us spend time with the temptations in 
the Gospel today and hear the call to ‘trust’. Trust 
what the Lord is trying to tell us through the Book of 
Creation. It is in the wasteland that we find the signs 
of God’s renewal. How will you commit to climate 
justice this Lent? #uptous 

I wish to address every person living on this 
planet … I urgently appeal for a new dialogue 
about how we are shaping the future of our 
planet. We need a conversation which includes 
everyone, since the environmental challenge we 
are undergoing, and its human roots, concern and 
affect us all. 

Laudato Si’, 1, 14

second sunday: Luke 9:28-36, 37-43a 

Jesus takes the disciples up to the mountain top 
in today’s Gospel. It is in this withdrawal from the 
everyday tasks that the disciples have the profound 
experience of the Transfiguration. In that space, 

First sunday: Luke 4:1-13

As we enter the season of Lent we are being called 
once again into the ‘wilderness’. The temptations are 
not just a testing episode in the life and ministry of 
Jesus, but are an integral part of his mission. Jesus 
is being tempted to eat when he is not supposed 
to eat, to take the easy route of power over the 
world through exploitation, when that is not his way. 
Ultimately, God is in control here; this wilderness is 
Spirit-led. And so it is for us. When it comes down to 
it, each of the temptations is about the same thing 
– our ability to trust in God. This should not direct 
us towards complacency or apathy but to listen. We 
listen to his Word; we now must listen to what he is 
saying to us through the Book of Creation. We must 
trust in those signals and signs. 

We hear Teresina’s story today, on Valentine’s Day. 
We hear of an effect of climate change that is often 
overlooked – a family forced apart because of dry 
land. This past year we have seen large movements 
of refugees around the world, and we know that the 
next generation of refugees will be climate refugees, 
forced from their homes and their land because of the 
effects of climate injustice. It does not have to be this 
way. Our temptations are many: to have more, to use 
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they are invited to see Jesus for who he really is. 
One can empathise with the disciples in this story 
as they do not want to leave that space. We all have 
had experiences that we want to last forever and are 
hugely disappointed when they are over. However, 
commitment to any cause very often involves a long 
and painful journey. Like the disciples in the Gospel 
today, there is a ‘hook’ moment, when Jesus or any 
leader shows us something different, a vision, a 
dream, something that is so wonderful and hope-filled 
that we commit there and then to making it happen. 
Then we realise that there is much work to be done 
and the path will not be so easy. Obstacles will arise, 
people will fall away, enthusiasm will waver, there 
will be setbacks and disappointments. We are being 
called to commitment today, to the more difficult path. 
We are being called to open our ears and eyes to the 
Gospel message of transfiguration, of transformation. 

Last year three rivers dried up near Teresina’s village, 
a direct consequence of climate injustice. This has 
made life extremely difficult for the families who live 
there. Lifestyle changes may be difficult for us. We 
become used to our comforts, our gadgets, driving 
our cars and so on. But per capita, Ireland is one of 
the highest polluters in Europe. This is not a statistic 
to be proud of. We know we can do better. Coming 
down from the mountain, like the disciples, means 
saying no to certain things and to making changes in 
our lifestyles that lower each of our carbon footprints. 
We start with ourselves. #uptous

We require a new and universal solidarity … All of 
us can cooperate as instruments of God for the 
care of creation, each according to his or her own 
cultures, experience, involvements and talents. 

Laudato Si’, 14

Third sunday: Luke 13:1-9

The people in the Gospel today are wondering if the 
Galileans who were killed by Pilate died because they 
deserved to. We can empathise with them as we 
know too well of accidents and tragedies of all kinds 
where we might ask the same question. Jesus insists 
that they have not done anything wrong. Their sudden 
death challenges those still alive to live to the full and 
to bear much fruit because life can end suddenly. Life 
is fragile; no one is indestructible. 

Climate change affects us all. Climate injustice occurs 
when people who have done little or nothing to 
cause climate change are suffering the most from its 
effects. It is the greatest injustice of our time as it is 
the world’s poorest countries who suffer the most 
from the changes in our weather systems. In Ireland, 
we recall the devastating storms of 2013 that caused 
so much destruction along our west coast. For now, 
have the resources to cope. In countries like Kenya 
and Malawi, these resources are simply not there, and 
the effects of storms and droughts are catastrophic. 
Let us pray today that we hear the call of the Gospel 
to bear fruit, not to be inactive, not to be complacent 
when it comes to reducing our carbon footprint. The 
Galileans died because of Pilate, but the greater ‘sin’ 
here is inactivity. Jesus is calling us to action. 

Common destiny beckons us to seek a new 
beginning … Let ours be a time remembered 
for the awakening of a new reverence for life, 
the firm resolve to achieve sustainability, the 
quickening of the struggle for justice and peace, 
and the joyful celebration of life. 

Laudato Si’, 207

Fourth sunday: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Sometimes we can be so familiar with a particular 
Gospel passage we tend to switch off after the first 
few sentences. That would be a shame, especially 
when this is one of the great blockbuster parables. 
The Pharisees were a group obsessed with ritual 
purity and Jesus’ parables of things lost and found is 
his response to these barriers which excluded people 
from community and from God. The real challenge 
in this parable is what happens after the lost son 
returns. The elder brother has ‘worked like a slave’ 
all those years and is understandably upset. But the 
point the Father makes is that his outreach to the 
younger brother will not change his inheritance. It will 
cost him nothing to reach out. He has nothing to lose 
by welcoming home the lost. The Father’s behaviour 
towards the younger son would have been considered 
extremely foolish by those around him. But the 
message is clear: no matter how far we wander from 
home, God is still a loving God. The elder brother has 
a choice, to come to the party or to sulk in the corner. 
Luke, being the excellent storyteller that he is, leaves 
the reader to decide the outcome. 
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Today, we can try to place ourselves somewhere in 
this parable. Where do you stand? We might even 
think of the thousands of refugees who are displaced 
around the world. Can we open our hearts and our 
communities to them? Today’s parables shows us that 
God returns the lost to the community, regardless of 
the boundaries that we have put in place, and teaches 
a lesson in radical hospitality. 

Additional Lenten resources for use in 
parish and schools are available online at 
trocaire.org/resources. There you will find 

an array of resources for working with youth, 
schools and various ministries in your parish this 
Lent. These include:

1. Youth and John Paul II Award Resource by Maura 
Garrihy and Siobhán Bradley (Youth Directors in 
Diocese of Galway and Archdiocese of Tuam).

2. Family Mass Liturgy Resource for Lent 2016.

3. Music for The Year of Mercy by Mary Dee 
(Liturgical Resources, Waterford and Lismore).

4. School resources for primary and post-primary 
classes.

5. Lenten parish resources: Rediscovering Mercy 
catechetical programme, videos, prayers and 
reflections.

6. GLAS pastoral resource to supplement The Cry of 
the Earth: A Call to Action for Climate Justice.

7. Parish study guide for Laudato Si’.

God of love, show us our place in this world as 
channels of your love for all the creatures of this 
earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your 
sight. Enlighten those who possess power and 
money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 
that they may love the common good, advance 
the weak, and care for this world in which we live.

Laudato Si’, 246

Fifth sunday: John 8:1-11

Jesus never condemns sinners. In today’s Gospel he 
refuses to condemn the woman, caught in adultery, to 
the death penalty as was demanded by Old Testament 
law (the man would have been subject to the same 
law by the way!). Once again the Pharisees are trying 
to trick Jesus. We may wonder what Jesus was 
writing on the ground as they continued to question 
him, but he delivers the winning statement in this 
debate and the condemners are forced to leave one 
by one. 

We live in a stone-throwing society which cares little 
for the circumstances that cause people to make 
wrong choices. We want someone to blame, and the 
sooner the better. Those who accuse others often 
do so from a lack of self-knowledge and laziness, 
because it is very easy to be negative. We have all 
had a part to play in creating climate injustice, but the 
blame game won’t solve the issue. We need to be 
proactive and challenge complacency on this issue 
wherever we see it. We make mistakes but we can 
always start again. When we relate compassionately 
to those who are in difficulty we can rediscover our 
common humanity. 

Yet all is not lost. Human beings, while capable 
of the worst, are also capable of rising above 
themselves, choosing again what is good, and 
making a new start, despite their mental and 
social conditioning … No system can completely 
suppress our openness to what is good, true and 
beautiful, or our God-given ability to respond to 
his grace at work deep in our hearts. I appeal to 
everyone throughout the world not to forget this 
dignity which is ours. No one has the right to take 
it from us.

Laudato Si’, 205 
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