
 

 

Urgent need in Gaza: Keeping women and children safe   

For almost half a century, Israel has maintained a military occupation and blockade of 
Palestine (the West Bank and Gaza). Israel continues to displace Palestinian communities 
by force and confiscate their land, a practice which has been ongoing for decades. The 
Gaza Strip is one of the most densely populated places on earth, at 45 kilometres in length 
and 5 kilometres wide (the size of the greater Dublin area), and with a population of over 1.8 
million.  
 

Gaza has been severely damaged by bombing  
In 2014, entire neighbourhoods in Gaza were destroyed in the third Israeli military operation 
in six years. Almost 2,000 people died in the conflict, including hundreds of children. At the 
time of writing, over 100,000 Palestinians remain unable to return home, as their houses 
were destroyed or damaged. Water and electricity networks remain extensively damaged. 
Combined with the blockade of Gaza, in place since 2007, there is a widespread 
humanitarian crisis.  
 
As a result, 80% of the population of Gaza are dependent on aid. Close to half of all 
those living in Gaza are children.  
 

 
 

Women and children are particularly vulnerable in Gaza 
 

Social problems in Gaza are rife, with high unemployment and poor education opportunities. 
As with other conflict situations, it is often women who bear the brunt of the suffering, trying 
to deal with the impacts on their families while at the same time experiencing deep inner 
trauma. Women are also financially vulnerable, as when women are widowed in Gaza the 
legal system often transfers property and savings to the deceased’s family, leaving the 
woman at risk of increased poverty and potentially homelessness. 
 
 

 

“Nothing is more shameful than 
attacking sleeping children. I condemn 
this attack in the strongest possible 
terms. It is outrageous. It is 
unjustifiable. And it demands 
accountability and justice."

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon speaking after the 2014 bombing of 
Gaza



 

Mido (5) and Namza Naser (3) from Palestine/Dublin looking at some of the 552 white ribbons hanging from the railings of Dublin's 
Merrion Square, one to commemorate each child who was killed during the 2014 conflict in Gaza and Israel. Photo: Sam Boal 

 

 

 

What we can do   

Trócaire has worked in Israel and Palestine since 2002 to support those affected by conflict and 
human rights violations, as well as helping to raise international awareness around what is 
happening. We also provide humanitarian aid, such as medical supplies, food and blankets, to 
those affected by conflict at times of immediate crises, such as the Gaza bombing of 2014. 
 

 

 Trócaire’s new programme will support women on issues 
linked to trauma and mental health, providing psycho-social 
care and legal assistance to women trapped in the 
nightmare that Gaza has become. Trócaire needs to raise 
€100,000 to get the Gaza women’s project off the ground. 

With your help we can reach even more people in Gaza through: 

 Emergency helpline: A free-telephone counselling service for women and children  

 Legal aid: Providing legal representation, counselling and training on the rights of 

Palestinian women  

"When I arrived in Gaza after the bombings, 
thousands of people were living in damaged 
buildings, using plastic sheeting to try to keep out 
the rain. But people cannot exist in a constant 
state of emergency or depend on handouts for 
long. The people of Gaza are shocked, 
traumatised and bereaved but they are resilient. 
They now need encouragement and support to 
begin to rebuild their lives."

Sr Bridget Tighe, Caritas Centre in Gaza (Trócaire
partner)

Gaza Facts 
 

Population: 1.8 million 
Unemployment rate: 47%  

Poverty rate: 60% 
 

In the aftermath of the July 2014 crisis, the UNDP 
estimates 2,000 people died, 365,000 were 

displaced, 10,690 housing units were destroyed 
or severely damaged and 1.2 million had no or 

limited access to water. (Source: UNDP) 

 
 

Trócaire in Palestine & Israel since: 2002 
 

Impact: Trócaire’s work in Palestine & Israel 
directly helped 31,288 people in the last year. 
 

No. of partner organisations: 13 
 

€5,000 will provide an emergency 

helpline for two months for 

women suffering domestic abuse 

in Gaza 
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