
Judges
Entries will be judged by poet and former competition-winner Jane 
Clarke, Aidan Clifford, former Director of the City of Dublin Education 
and Training Board’s Curriculum Development Unit, and Trócaire’s  
Trish Groves.

Visit https://www.trocaire.org/getinvolved/poetry-competition or  
www.poetryireland.ie for more information on the theme. 
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Trócaire Poetry Ireland Poetry 
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Ireland is renowned for its literary and cultural heritage, as well as for 
its generosity in supporting those in need around the world. Trócaire 
and Poetry Ireland’s annual poetry competition brings these two 
elements together in a creative way, using the arts to raise awareness 
about the leading global justice issues of our time. This competition  
is unique, because poets are invited to explore a different global  
development theme each year. The competition is also free to enter. 

2017 Theme: “Before the Storm”  

The theme of this year’s competition explores how people prepare for 
extreme weather events caused by climate change. Honduras is one 
of the poorest countries in Central America, with approximately one 
million households living below the poverty line. It is particularly 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, and was the worst- 
affected country in the world from 1993 to 2014.

During this period of time, at least 65 extreme weather events affected 
Honduras, including six of the 12 strongest hurricanes of the 20th 
century. In October 1998, Honduras was hit by Hurricane Mitch, 
resulting in more than 10,000 deaths, devastation of the country’s 
infrastructure and drinking water network, and extensive crop losses.

Working with Trócaire, some of the most vulnerable communities in 
Honduras are taking action to ensure that they can fight back against 
the effects of climate change... this is called ‘Disaster Risk Reduction’, or 
DRR. It means making a plan to prepare for the next extreme weather 
event, to ensure the least amount of damage possible. DRR is what 
you do to get ready... “before the storm”.

Prizes

PUBLISHED POET & UNPUBLISHED POET (ADULT): 

WINNERS:  Two-week stay at the Tyrone Guthrie  
   Centre, Annaghmakerrig OR a Tablet OR  
   time in a recording studio to the value of €300  
   (for spoken word poets)

RUNNERS-UP: Tickets to a literary festival to the value of €250

H/COMMENDED:  Book Token

Winners can also choose a subscription to Poetry Ireland Review for 
one year OR assessment of work through Poetry Ireland’s Critical  
Assessment Service. 

POST-PRIMARY AND PRIMARY CATEGORIES:

WINNERS:  Kindle Fire plus visit by an author to your  
   school

RUNNERS-UP: Book token plus visit by an author to your  
   school

H/COMMENDED: Book token    

Winning poems in all categories are published in booklet form. 
Winners and runners up are invited to read at our lunchtime awards 
ceremony. Many past winners have gone on to read at events around 
Ireland. Winning poems will be considered for publication by the  
editor of Poetry Ireland Review.



Rules

1. The competition is open to residents of the island of Ireland. 
2.  Entries may be in either Irish or English.
3.  The closing date for entries is Friday 17 March 2017. 
4.  The theme of the competition is “Before the Storm”. Only  
 poems on this theme will be shortlisted.
5.  Entries are limited to three poems per person.
6.  There is no entry fee.
7.  Poems must have a title and not exceed 30 lines in length (exl. title). 
8.  Entries can be electronic or in hardcopy.
9.  Hardcopy poems should be printed in black ink on an A4 sheet.
 However, clear handwritten work will also be accepted.
10.  Spoken poetry may also be submitted as mp3 audio files. All
 audio files must be accompanied by a transcript of the poem. 
11.  Poems must be the original work of the entrant.
12.  Submissions should comply with the Dóchas code of conduct on  
 Image and Messaging. See www.dochas.ie/images-and-messages. 
13.  Entries must not have been previously published or self-published, 
  in print or online, nor have won a prize in another competition.
14. We define “Published” as a poet who has had their own  
 collection of poetry published by a third party publishing house. 
15.  All poems are judged anonymously. Poems will be disqualified if
 they show name, address or any other identifying mark – all
 details should be on the entry form.
16.  Entry implies acceptance of all the rules.
17.  Entries cannot be returned – be sure to keep a copy for yourself.
18.  The competition organisers reserve the right to change the
 judging panel without notice.
19. Copyright of each poem remains with the author. However authors  
 of the winning poems, by entering the competition, grant  
 Trócaire and Poetry Ireland the right to publish and/or broadcast  
 their poem for two years from May 2017. 
20.  The judges’ decision is final. Neither Poetry Ireland nor
 Trócaire will enter into any correspondence regarding the final  
 decision or regarding individual entries.

Categories

The Trócaire and Poetry Ireland competition is open to young people 
and adults alike, at all stages in their writing careers. Published or 
unpublished poems in English or Irish, written or spoken word, are 
welcome in all six categories: 

ADULT:  Published poets
   Unpublished poets

POST-PRIMARY Junior: 1st-3rd Year
SCHOOLS:  Senior: Transition Year-Leaving Certificate

PRIMARY  Junior: 3rd/4th Class
SCHOOLS:  Senior: 5th/6th Class

Competition calendar

CLOSING DATE:   17 March 2017
WINNERS NOTIFIED:  No later than 8 May
AWARDS CEREMONY:  Late May, National Library of Ireland

Education and youth arts

Exploring global justice through art forms such as poetry,  
performance, music and painting is a fun and creative way to  
engage young people in complex issues. The competition also  
connects to the formal schools’ curriculum across many subjects, 
including Geography and English.



How do I enter?

1. Complete the entry form and send with poems in hard copy to:

Trócaire/Poetry Ireland Competition 
Poetry Ireland

11 Parnell Square East, Dublin 1

2. Alternatively, apply online at www.poetryireland.ie  
3. One entry form must be submitted for each applicant.  
4. Maximum 3 entries per person, entrant’s name must not appear  
 on the poem. 
4.  Audio submissions must be submitted as MP3 files during the  
 online application process. 
5.  Submission of entry form implies acceptance of the rules and  
 conditions oulined on the previous page.  

Closing date 17 March 2017

Entry Form - Trócaire/Poetry 
Ireland Competition 2017

 
NAME:

 
ADDRESS:

 

 
PHONE:

 
EMAIL:

 
MOBILE:

SCHOOL ENTRIES ONLY 

PLEASE TICK APPROPRIATE CATEGORY:

ADULT:   Published Poet
    Unpublished Poet

POST-PRIMARY  JUNIOR (1st-3rd Year)
SCHOOL:   SENIOR (TY-Leaving Cert)

PRIMARY   JUNIOR (3rd/4th Class)
SCHOOL:   SENIOR (5th/6th Class)

 
POEM TITLE 1:

 
POEM TITLE 2:

 
POEM TITLE 3: 

 
NAME OF SCHOOL:

 
ADDRESS OF SCHOOL:

 

 
SCHOOL EMAIL:

 
SCHOOL CONTACT NAME (TEACHER):

 
TEACHER’S PHONE NUMBER:
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