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     LENT 2020 MASS TALK   

 

_______________*Highlighted sections to be updated as appropriate*____________________ 

 

 

Good evening/afternoon/morning, 

My name is XXXXXXX and I work/volunteer for Trócaire.  

I’m here to tell you about Madris and Angela; two mothers from different corners of the world who are the 

face of Trócaire’s Lenten campaign this year. I will also tell you about how the Corona virus and Covid 19 is 

impacting on our programmes in many of the countries where we work. 

Firstly, I want to thank you for the support this parish/diocese gives to Trócaire each year. Your donations 

reach thousands of vulnerable communities and families all over the world. This support is critical and 

urgent and it is a lifeline for Trócaire and allows us to continue our work each and every year. 

Unfortunately Trócaire’s support is needed now more than ever in the countries where we work.  

Angela is a 39 year old mother of 5 living in northern Honduras. You can see Angela with 2 of her children 

Jocsan and Helen on our Trócaire box this year. [It is helpful to have a box in your hand on the alter] 

Angela is a farmer with a small plot of land. She and her husband built their home on ancestral land that 

has been in their family and their community for generations. They were living a quiet life working hard to 

put their children through school. Then a few years ago a logging company and big mining company moved 

into the area. Angela’s children began to develop a rash from the pollution in the river and now the local 

river are beginning to dry up.  

Angela is struggling to keep her children safe and protect them from intimidation and violence. These 

companies are moving in on Angela’s community and they want the families to leave.  She has been beaten 

and tear gassed and told she will be killed.  

Angela simply wants her children to be healthy and to stay in school. Without a home or land Angela 

knows this will be impossible. Here in Ireland homes and land are hugely important and many families in 

Ireland today are making enormous sacrifices to find a home to call their own. But Angela is under 

dangerous pressure to keep her family safe and there are many more mothers like Angela around the 

world 

Angela is risking her life to protect her family’s future but she can’t do it alone.  

When the Catholic Bishops of Ireland founded Trócaire they said we should work in Ireland to “make us all 

more aware of the needs of [developing] countries and of our duties towards them”, and they continued 

“these duties are no longer a matter of charity but of simple justice”.  

Almost 50 years later these words have never been more relevant.   
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There are massive inequalities and huge levels of poverty in the communities where we work. On top of 

that many families are trying to survive in situations which are being made even more difficult by bigger 

global issues. 

 Angela is a young mother facing the power of giant corporations in Honduras and on the other side of the 

world- another woman Madris is trying to cope on her small farm against devastating drought and climate 

change. 

Madris is a mother in eastern Kenya who is also struggling to keep her children healthy and in school. Like 

Angela, Madris is a farmer and the family relies on their land for food and income.  

But the impacts of climate change are a harsh daily reality for Madris and she often struggles to feed her 

children.  

In the space of a generation the weather and environment has changed so much that a farm which used to 

produce 70kgs of beans can now only produce 5kgs (which is only a month’s supply).  

Madris told Trócaire, “When I was small there used to be plenty of rain and we used to have a good 

harvest but now you can’t even tell if the rains are coming or not. It’s a big difference.  I feel it is not fair… 

in other countries people are living well and here we are struggling without rain. I feel very bad when my 

children don’t eat because they cry a lot, and they don’t play with the football when they are hungry.”  

Madris must also walk a 3hr roundtrip to gather water every day for her family on top of the farm and her 

jobs.  She keeps going against the odds to protect her children from the life she has known; to keep them 

healthy and in school.  

Madris said “It is very important that I’m strong, because that’s how I can take good care of my family”.  

Madris in Kenya and Angela in Honduras are fighting hard every day for their children and the support they 

receive through your donations to Trócaire, provides relief and protection.  

Today, as the world joins together to battle the Coronavirus, we are reminded how connected we are. We 

are one human family who share God’s earth together. We have the same hopes. Today, we face the same 

fear. But this fear can be overcome by us acting together, in solidarity and in love.  

In the weeks ahead, as we face the Coronavirus in our own communities, Trócaire’s teams will face it in 

some of the poorest communities in the world. They will face it in conflict zones where people live 

together in crowded camps. They will face it in communities already ravaged with hunger. These are places 

with little healthcare and few resources; places sadly ill-equipped to deal with the challenges that lie 

ahead.  

Sometimes it is overwhelming when we see the huge scale of problems in our world. So many of us think 

‘what can I do?’  

Donations to Trócaire’s Lenten campaign is providing support and training to communities like Angela's so 

they can protect themselves and their children. Donations to Trócaire are also helping mothers like Madris 

to earn a more reliable income from chickens and also to learn new sustainable farming techniques. 

When Trócaire met Madris she asked us to pray for rain for her community and village, so perhaps you 

might spare a moment after communion to pray for our climate and the people worst affected by it. 

**Last year your diocese donated €xx [INSERT FIGURE FROM CHURCH TEAM OR PRIEST] to Trócaire during 

Lent. 
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Your generosity helped Trócaire to support 2.8 million people last year in over 20 countries. 

This Lent, we ask you to once again to remember the work of Trócaire through your donations to your 

Trócaire box. You can also log onto our website to see our resources for teachers and parishes or to learn 

more about our campaigns.  

May we, as children of the light, continue to express solidarity with this work. Let us show our love for each 

other and for mothers and families around the world, who face conflict, poverty ,disease and the corona 

virus. 

 May Christ our light shine on you, and in these unprecedented times, may Christ our light, in a special way, 

shine on all our people working on the front line to combat the Covid-19 virus. 

 May the Lord keep you safe. Amen 

Thank you to Father XXX and to you all for having me here today – and thank you for your time today. 

 

 


