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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE

EXPLORE
• What is education and is it important?

• Is school the same in every country? Is this fair?

• What things stop people from going to school?

THINK
• What similarities and differences are there 

between schools in Ireland and Sierra Leone?

• Who helps us on our education journey?

• What would happen if I couldn’t go to school?

ACT
• How can I tell others about what I have learned?

• Is there something I can do to improve access to 
education?

Development Education (DE) is a creative educational process that increases children’s understanding of 
our interconnected world. This DE resource encourages you to use active learning methodologies with your 
students to explore education as a justice issue. Use the following key questions as a guide throughout your 
lessons. See the booklet What is Development Education? for more information at: trocaire.org/education/
globalgoals.

MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

EMPOWERMENT

ACTION
A JUSTICE 

PERSPECTIVE

CREATIVE AND 
ACTIVE LEARNING

NURTURING 
IMAGINATIONS

EDUCATION

ACT EXPLORE

THINK

The activities in this cross-curricular resource are suitable for the primary classroom. Background information 
for teachers on Sierra Leone and Trócaire’s work can be found on pages 3–4. Activities for junior primary are on 
pages 5–7 and for senior primary on pages 8–10. The resource should be used with the supporting online videos 
and photographs found at: trocaire.org/education/globalgoals. 

A huge thank you to teachers Miriam O’Sullivan, Mícheal Kilcrann, Seán O’Donaile, Ivan Hennigan, and their 
students, for taking the time to pilot and contribute to this resource.

To access more resources as part of Catholic Schools Week 2018, go to catholicschools.ie/primaryschoolresourcescsw2018/

Geography
Locating and learning 
about Kumba’s life in 
Sierra Leone.

Language and Literacy
Learning about Kumba’s life by 
discussing photographs. Reading 
a letter from Kumba and writing a 
response.

Physical Education
Playing Akra, a 
playground game 
from Sierra Leone.

History
Examining the history of 
your school and education 
in Ireland.

SPHE/Personal Development
Developing citizenship by exploring the 
culture of Sierra Leone. Examining education 
as a justice and equality issue.

The Arts (Music, Drama, Visual Art)
Communicating Kumba’s story by 
entering the Romero Award.

Religious Education
Exploring the lives of families 
throughout the world during each 
week of Lent. Learning about the 
World Meeting of Families.

CURRICULUM LINKS
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INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS
ABOUT TRÓCAIRE
Trócaire is the official development agency of the Catholic Church in Ireland. We work with local partner 
organisations in over twenty countries to deliver humanitarian assistance and long-term development 
support to communities. Alongside this overseas work, Trócaire works within Ireland to educate people 
about the root causes of poverty and injustice, and to empower people of all ages to take action for a more 
just and sustainable world.

ABOUT SIERRA LEONE
Sierra Leone is located in West Africa. 
It has a population of 7.1 million and 
geographically is approximately the same size 
as the Republic of Ireland. The capital city is 
Freetown. Sierra Leone has a tropical climate 
and extensive mineral resources. Formerly 
a British protectorate, Sierra Leone is a constitutional democracy. 
English is the official language but there are many other languages, 
the most widely spoken of which is Krio, which developed from the speech of 
liberated slaves who settled in Freetown in the late eighteenth century. Sierra 
Leone is well known for religious tolerance between Muslim and Christian 
citizens. The people of Sierra Leone have faced many challenges, including civil 
war, a devastating outbreak of Ebola (2014–16), and mudslides in August 2017.

QUALITY EDUCATION

In 2016, seventeen Global Goals for Sustainable 
Development were adopted by world leaders at a 
United Nations Summit. These goals universally 
apply to all countries, therefore Ireland is committed 
to achieving them. Over the next fifteen years, 
efforts will be made by governments, institutions 
and citizens all across the globe to end all forms of 
poverty, fight inequalities and tackle climate change, 
while ensuring that nobody is left behind.

Goal 4 ensures 
inclusive and quality 
education for all, and 
promotes lifelong 
learning. Major 
progress has been 
made regarding access 
to education around 
the world in recent 
years. Enrolment 
rates in schools 
have increased, particularly for women and girls; 
however, many people still face barriers in accessing 
quality education. Less than half of the students 
enrolled in primary school in Sierra Leone continue 
on to secondary school.
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INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS
MEET KUMBA ALICE KOROMA
Kumba lives in the city of Freetown in Sierra Leone. She is seven years old and will 
turn eight during Lent. Her community is a densely populated suburb with hundreds 
of makeshift tin houses dotted amongst larger brick houses. Kumba’s mother is a 
hairdresser and her father is a builder. Her family lived in a good house with a living 
room, kitchen and bedrooms and an outside toilet. Kumba was attending school 
along with her two sisters, Sia Fanta (15) and Fatu (5), and her brother Saha (13). 
Heavy rains and floods caused a devastating landslide on 14 August 2017. In four 
minutes Kumba’s community was destroyed, including her home and her school. 
At least five hundred people lost their lives, with many more unaccounted for. 
Kumba’s family will build a temporary home on a plot of land given to them by 
their local church. 

Trócaire is supporting Kumba’s family through a local partner organisation called CARL (Centre for Accountability 
and the Rule of Law). CARL is an independent, not-for-profit organisation that seeks to promote a just society 
for all persons in Sierra Leone. The organisation is providing school kits for children and business recovery 
grants for families who are affected by the mudslide. They also provide accommodation support through the 
church. This helps to bring stability to the lives of families like Kumba’s, allowing children to continue their 
education. 

Through another organisation, Justice and Peace Commission Freetown, Trócaire is also supporting 
psychosocial workers to comfort children who are traumatised by the mudslide. Some children have difficulty 
sleeping and flashbacks cause them to cry. They play games with the children, such as Wishes, a game that 
requires the children to pick up an object and wish on it. The game helps to calm the children, giving them a 
focus, hope for a future and helping them to relax. 

While Trócaire believes that it is important for educators 
to know about the mudslide and its impact on the 
community, the activities contained in this resource 
do not mention that Kumba lost her home. It instead 
focuses on the loss of her school and the impact this 
has on her access to education. The activities also 
explore the everyday life of Kumba and her sister, Fatu, 
two happy little girls living within a resilient family and 
community.

Kumba’s mother, Finda, is worried that her children will 
not be able to continue their education because of the 
mudslide. She did not get an education herself, so she 
feels very strongly about her children finishing school. 
Kumba already missed out on a year of school in 2013 
because of the Ebola crisis, so her mother does not want her to miss any more school. Kumba and her siblings 
are currently attending a temporary school set up by the children’s home that they are staying in; however, this 
is only a temporary solution. Many of the children are traumatised by the mudslide and finding school difficult.

The Koroma Family, Freetown, Sierra Leone.
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ACTIVITY 1: LOCATING SIERRA LEONE
Gather in a circle with a globe or a map in the centre. Explain that you are going to learn about a 
girl named Kumba who lives in Africa, in a country called Sierra Leone. Locate Europe and Ireland 
on the globe/map and then find Sierra Leone. Place a gold star on both countries and connect with a 
piece of ribbon. Allow the children to reflect and then share their thoughts about faraway places they have 
heard of, have visited, or know someone from. As each child speaks about a place, locate it on the globe or 
map.  

JUNIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

1

2ACTIVITY 2: VISITING SIERRA LEONE
Ask the children to pretend that we are going to 
visit Sierra Leone. The people we are going to visit 
have asked us to bring some things that will show 
them what life in Ireland is like. Discuss what they 
would like to bring; for example, food we eat, 
clothes we wear, money we use, games we play, 
schoolbooks we use. Decide as a class which 
ones will best show what Ireland is like. Why? Do 
we all agree or do we all have different opinions? 
Do you think that everyone in Ireland (for example, 
people of different ages or people from different 
places within Ireland) would choose the same 
things you chose? Why? Discuss what they think 
people in Sierra Leone might show to represent 
life in their country.



6

ACTIVITY 3: MEET KUMBA AND FATU
Explain to the children that you are going to meet two sisters from Sierra Leone: Kumba, who 
is seven years old, and her sister Fatu, who is five. The photopack in this pack contains four 
photocards. Each of the cards has a photo on one side and information, discussion questions 
and activities on the reverse side. The cards will help children in Ireland to gain insight into the daily life of 
Kumba and Fatu.  

JUNIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

CARD 1
Fatu, Kumba and 
their family

CARD 2
Fatu and Kumba 
playing Akra

CARD 3
Fatu and 
Kumba with 
their friends 
at school

After working through the photocards, watch the short video about Fatu and Kumba at: trocaire.org/
education/globalgoals/primary.

CIRCLE TIME ACTIVITY
Gather the children into a circle and place the photocards in the middle. For the first round, invite each child 
in turn to say ‘I am the same as Kumba because …’ For the second round, invite the children to say ‘I am 
different to Kumba because …’

BACKGROUND INFORMATION FOR EDUCATORS  
Supporting children to be comfortable with difference

The anti-bias approach to diversity and equality 
encourages adults working with young children 
to critically reflect on their own attitudes towards 
difference. This is a necessary first step towards 
creating a learning environment that celebrates 
diversity and proactively addresses discrimination 
and inequality. The Diversity, 
Equality & Inclusion Charter and 
Guidelines for Early Childhood Care 
and Education (Department of 
Children and Youth Affairs, 2016) 
outlines the anti-bias approach and 
provides useful advice:

‘Giving children opportunities to talk about 
differences and similarities in an informal way 
allows them to explore difference with natural 
curiosity. The way in which adults engage with that 
curiosity is vital in terms of supporting children’s 
attitudinal development around diversity, equality 
and inclusion.’

‘Be honest and accurate in answering children’s 
questions about difference. Make sure you give 
accurate, age-appropriate information, and if you 
don’t know how to answer the question, tell the 
child you will find out and come back to them.’

3

CARD 4
Fatu and Kumba 
enjoying nature

DIversIty, EqualIty  
AND InclusIon Charter  

and 
GuIdelInes for  

Early ChIldhood Care  
AND EducatIon

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH AFFAIRS 2016
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JUNIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 4: QUALITY EDUCATION

When Kumba was asked if she had a special thing with her in her temporary school, she pulled an English 
book from her schoolbag. Her books and bag were given to her by the children’s home because she lost 
hers in the mudslide. Ask students to identify a special thing in their school.

Show students the photograph of Kumba’s temporary school on the whiteboard (available in the photo 
gallery at: trocaire.org/education/globalgoals/primary). Explain that her school was destroyed in a mudslide, 
so now she is attending this temporary school. Discuss similarities and differences between this school and 
the students’ school.

Discuss, and make a list of, all of the factors that contribute to your students’ education; for example, a 
school building, teachers, books, an adult to bring them to school, a bus. Draw a large outline of a classroom 
on the display board and invite each child to draw a different item to add to the display. 

In pairs, categorise the list into things that they need and things that they could do without; for example, 
could they learn without their interactive whiteboard, computers or iPad? What about desks, a building or a 
teacher? 

4

5ACTIVITY 5: SCHOOL THROUGH THE YEARS
Discuss how school has changed in Ireland over the years. For homework, students should ask 
their parents/grandparents about school when they were young. Has it changed? Explore the 
history of their own school. Predict what their school and classroom will look like in the future.

DID YOU KNOW?
In Sierra Leone compulsory education lasts from age six to fourteen. The academic year begins in 
September and ends in July. Primary and secondary education is free; however, 44.2 per cent of people over 
the age of three in Sierra Leone have never attended school. Only 60 per cent of males in the country have 
attended school at some stage in their life and only 50.9 per cent of women. Only 59.4 per cent of the men 
in Sierra Leone can read and write and 43.9 per cent of women. (Census 2015)

Kumba (7), Sierra Leone. Kumba in her temporary classroom.
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SENIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 1: SIERRA LEONE
Split the group into pairs. Photocopy the blank map of Sierra Leone included as an insert in this 
resource for each pair of students. Encourage each pair to research Sierra Leone’s geography 
using the internet or an atlas. Investigate the mining industry in the country. Discuss any interesting 
facts they come across in their research. 

1

2

This activity is adapted from MH Harrow (1997), Challenging Racism, Valuing Difference: Primary Activities Book and DICE (2008), Global Dimensions: A 
Guide to Good Practice in Development Education and Intercultural Education for Teacher Educators, p. 58.

ACTIVITY 2: WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Kumba’s full name is Kumba Alice Koroma. Each of these names has a special meaning. 
Kumba means ‘second girl’ in the Kissi tribe tradition. Her mother and father are Kissi, which 
is an ethnic group in Sierra Leone. Alice is Kumba’s father’s sister’s name, therefore he calls her 
‘Sister’. Koroma is her father’s surname. Kumba and her siblings have taken this surname; however, her 
mother has kept her own surname, Karama.

Discuss the names of the children in your class. Do they have any special meaning? Are there Irish naming 
traditions? For example, middle names are often after a family member. Are there children from other 
countries in your class that have different naming traditions? Are they making their Confirmation this year? 
Why are Confirmation names chosen? Is there any significance in the name that they chose? Ask each child 
to write their name on a large sheet of paper and decorate it with symbols to represent its meaning.

ACTIVITY 3: GETTING TO KNOW KUMBA
Use the four photocards in the photopack to gain insight into the life of Kumba. Each of the cards 
has a photo on one side and information, discussion questions and activities on the reverse side.

CARD 1
Fatu, Kumba and 
their family

CARD 2
Fatu and Kumba 
playing Akra

CARD 3
Fatu and 
Kumba with 
their friends 
at school

CARD 4
Fatu and Kumba 
enjoying nature

3
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ACTIVITY 4: GAMES
Ask students to share their favourite game and why they like to play it. Kumba loves to play 
the game Akra. Ask students if they have played this game. If not, predict what the game 
might be like. Show them the photograph of Kumba and Fatu playing the game and make further 
predictions. Read out the game’s instructions, or type them out and show them on the board. Attempt to 
play the game by following the instructions. 

SENIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

4

Instructions

• Akra is played in pairs.

• One player takes the lead and challenges their 
partner. 

• When the leader moves a foot forward, the 
other player must move the same foot forward. 

• If the other player guesses the foot correctly 
two times in a row, he or she becomes the 
leader. 

• Every time they match the foot movement they 
get ten points. The first person to one hundred 
wins. 

• Both players clap their hands throughout the 
game. 

Watch the video of Kumba and her sister, Fatu, playing the game. Then play it in pairs. Ask students to 

suggest games they are familiar with. Imagine Kumba is coming to their classroom and they must teach her 

how to play the game. Write instructions for the game. Create a classroom book of playground games. In PE 

class, invite a younger class and teach them how to play the games, including Akra.

Kumba (7) and Fatu (5), Sierra Leone.
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ACTIVITY 6: EDUCATION SUPPORTS AND BARRIERS
Photocopy the board game included in this resource for each group of students. Play the board 
game and discuss Kumba’s barriers and supports in accessing education. Are there any similarities 
and differences between their education journeys?

SENIOR PRIMARY CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
ACTIVITY 5: QUALITY EDUCATION

When Kumba was asked if she 
had a special thing with her 
in her temporary school, she 
pulled an English book from 
her schoolbag. Her books and 
bag were given to her by the 
children’s home because she 
lost hers in the mudslide. Ask 
students to identify a special 
thing in their school.

Show students the photograph of Kumba’s temporary school on the whiteboard. Discuss the ways in which 
Kumba’s temporary school and their school are similar and different. 

Discuss and make a list of all of the factors that contribute to your students’ education; for example, a 
school building, teachers, books, an adult to bring them to school. In pairs, categorise the list into things 
that they need and things that they could do without. Could they learn without their interactive whiteboard, 
computers or iPad? What about desks, a building or a teacher? What would happen if they were sick and 
missed lots of school? 

ACTIVITY 7: DIFFERENT EDUCATION JOURNEYS
Photocopy the storyboard, Rugi’s Dream, which is located on the back of the board game, and 
give one to each student. Rugi lives in a rural part of Sierra Leone. She has overcome barriers to 
education and is now happily attending school. Read through her story with your students. What 
similarities and differences are there between Rugi’s and Kumba’s journey? Encourage the students to fill 
out the template of their own education journey. 

ACTIVITY 8: SCHOOL THROUGH THE YEARS
Discuss how school has changed in Ireland over the years. For homework, get students to ask 
their parents/grandparents about school when they were young. Has it changed? Explore the 
history of their own school. Predict what their school and classroom will look like in the future.

7

6

ACTIVITY 9: LETTER READING AND WRITING 
Read the letter from Kumba with your students. Discuss. Ask each student to write a 
response to Kumba, telling her about their life and school. Include questions for Kumba – is 
there anything more that the students would like to find out about her life? 

8

9
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ENTER THE TRÓCAIRE ROMERO AWARD 

WHOLE SCHOOL TAKING ACTION

Blessed Oscar Romero was an archbishop in El Salvador. 
He used the radio to raise awareness of injustices in 
his country. To learn more watch the animation at: 
trocaire.org/education/globalgoals/romeroaward. Like 
Oscar Romero, your students can use effective forms 
of communication to raise awareness on global justice 
issues linked to Trócaire’s work. They could produce 
a podcast, make a video, use social media, create 
a newsletter or employ any other innovative use of 
communication tools. All those who send entries to 

Trócaire will receive a certificate of participation. The most innovative and inspiring entries will win prizes for 
their school. Entries can be individual, from a class or from a whole school. We love to see young people taking 
the initiative to inspire and bring about change! The closing date for entries is 27 April 2018. For further details, 
email romeroaward@trocaire.org.

This mural, completed by students and teachers 
of Milverton and Réalt na Mara primary schools 
in Skerries, Co. Dublin, is an effective method of 
communication. Located on the side of the local 
supermarket, the mural highlights the issue of 
climate change to the Skerries community.

Fundraise for Trócaire 
This Lent why not encourage your students to take 
action and fundraise for Trócaire. 

Involvement in fundraising activities can be motivating 
and fun for young people and will help them to develop 
their understanding and skills as active, responsible 
citizens. 

Through fundraising, students will not only raise 
awareness about social justice issues but will raise 
much-needed funds, enabling Trócaire to support 
people in the developing world to work their way out 
of extreme poverty. 

There are lots of different ways to fundraise in your school. Some ideas include: Trócaire Box, Teatime for 
Trócaire, Trócaire’s Virtual Cycle, Hero Day, table quiz, sponsored walk.

For lots more ideas log onto: trocaire.org/fundraise or contact schoolsfundraising@trocaire.org. 

Blarney Street CBS, Cork held a fantastic Easter 
Egg Hunt in aid of Trócaire. 



LEAVING HOME: THE STORIES OF 
BRIGIT AND SAMI
A senior primary animation telling the 
stories of two children from different 
parts of the world, faced with the 
difficult decision of whether or not 
to leave home. The accompanying 
‘Leaving Home’ infographic features 
facts, statistics, definitions and tips 
for teachers.

TRÓCAIRE IS THE OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN IRELAND

Join us on
  Facebook:  facebook.com/trocaireireland  

  connect with us

  Twitter:  twitter.com/trocaire 
  keep up with our latest tweets

  YouTube:  youtube.com/trocaire 
  see the people you support

  Flickr:  flickr.com/trocaire 
  see our growing photo gallery

Visit trocaire.org/education for more resources

See: trocaire.org/education

Produced by the Development Education Team, Trócaire 2018.

Authors: Lydia McCarthy and Elisha Kelly

Ref: E6

Contact Us
MAYNOOTH
Maynooth
Co. Kildare

01 629 3333

Email Mary Boyce at:  
mary.boyce@trocaire.org

DUBLIN CITY CENTRE
12 Cathedral Street
Dublin 1

01 874 3875

dublincentre@trocaire.org

CORK
9 Cook Street
Cork

021 427 5622

corkcentre@trocaire.org

BELFAST
50 King Street
Belfast BT1 6AD

028 90 808 030

infoni@trocaire.org

  Vimeo:  vimeo.com/trocaire 
  watch our videos

  Snapchat:  trocaireireland 
  follow our snap stories

  Instagram:  instagram.com/trocaireonline 
  see our photos and videos

Explore Migration as a Justice Issue

refugees worldwide

51% of refugees 
are children

Trócaire gratefully acknowledges support received from Irish Aid to 
conduct Development Education and Public Engagement activities in 
Ireland. The content, approaches and activities outlined in this resource 
are entirely the responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily 
represent or reflect the policy of Irish Aid.
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