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REF: E1PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID O’HARE, TRÓCAIRE 

 Activity: Family Jigsaw
Get a set of photos of families printed on A4 paper, 
preferably laminated or stuck onto cardboard. Use different types of family groups, depicted in different situations. Cut each photo into simple jigsaw shapes, at a level of difficulty appropriate for your group. Make sure you have enough pieces for each child to have a piece; for example, for a group of twenty, you could use five photos, with each photo cut into four pieces. Give each child a piece of a jigsaw and ask them to look at it carefully. Then ask the children to go around looking at other children’s pieces and trying to find ones that match theirs. Once they have found their full jigsaw group, invite them to talk about the family in their photograph.  

Tip for exploring the photo 
Ask the children to look at details in the 

photo to encourage more observations and 

descriptions; for example, what is painted on 

the wall behind the family?

Talk About
Count the people in the photo and match 
them with their names. Do all families have 
six people or are families sometimes bigger 
or smaller? Who else might be in Fatu’s 
family but is not in the photo – grandparents, 
cousins? Talk about where you think the 
photo was taken. Talk about where you 
would like to pose for a family photo. 

About this photo
This photo shows Fatu 

with her family. Her father 

is named Sahr and he is 

a builder. Her mother is 

named Finda and she is 

a hairdresser. Fatu is five 

years old. She has two 

sisters, Kumba, who is seven years old and Sia Fanta, 

who is fifteen. Her brother, Saha, is thirteen years old.  



FATU AND KUMBA PLAYING AKRA
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REF: E1PHOTO CREDIT: MARK STEDMAN

 Activity: Play Akra
Akra is played in pairs. One child takes the lead 
and the other has to follow. The leader jumps up 
into the air and lands with one foot forward. The 
other child has to jump at the same time and has 
to try to land with the same foot forward as the 
leader. If the follower gets it correct two times in 
a row, he/she becomes the leader. As they get 
used to playing, the leader learns to ‘fake’ a foot 
movement to keep the partner guessing! Both 
players continuously clap their hands throughout 
the game.

Tip for exploring the photo
Ask open-ended questions to encourage 

full sentences instead of yes/no answers; 

for example, instead of asking ‘Are the girls 

playing a game?’ ask ‘What is happening in 

this photo?’

Talk About
What is happening in this photo? What games 
do you know that look a bit like this? What is 
your favourite game? How would you explain 
how to play one of your favourite games to 
someone who has never played it before? 

About this photo
In this photo, Fatu 

and her sister 

Kumba are playing 

a jumping game 

called Akra. 
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REF: E1PHOTO CREDIT: DAVID O’HARE, TRÓCAIRE AND MARK STEDMAN

 Activity: Say it in Krio
Learn a few words in Krio. To say ‘hello’ or 
‘hi’, you say ‘kush-eh’. To ask ‘What is your 
name?’ you say ‘Wetin yu nem?’ and to 
answer ‘My name is Mary’, you say ‘Mi nem 
Mary’. Walk around the room and practise 
greeting each other in Krio. 

Tip for exploring the photos
Encourage the children to comment on the 

differences between the two school scenes 

(e.g. Kumba is inside and Fatu is outside) to 

help build up a richer picture of the girls’ daily 

life. 

Talk About 
In Fatu and Kumba’s school, they speak in two 
languages, Krio and English. What languages do 
we speak in our school/setting? Do you know 
how to speak any languages in addition to English 
or Irish? Can you tell us something in another 
language? We can guess what it means. 

About these photos
Kumba loves school 

and is working hard 

at her lessons. Her 

favourite subject is 

maths. Fatu and her 

friends love playing 

outside at break time. 



FATU AND KUMBA ENJOYING NATURE
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REF: E1PHOTO CREDIT: MARK STEDMAN

  Activity: Tree walk
Collect sample leaves from local trees 
(being careful to take just one from 
each tree). When you come back to the 
classroom, sort the leaves into categories 
according to size, shape and colour. 

Tip for exploring the photo
Explore feelings to develop empathy; for 

example, how do you think Fatu and Kumba 

feel in this photo? How do you feel when you 

are out walking in a forest or park? 

Talk about
Can you tell us  about some big 
leaves you have seen? What are 
some special trees in Ireland? How 
do trees change during the year? Do 
all trees change in the same way? 

About this photo
Fatu and Kumba 

love to take walks in 

forest areas. Here 

they are playing 

with leaves from the 

giant-leaved fig tree. 
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