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Together we are the solution to climate injustice

Join us

Education Resource for
Primary Schools
REF: E4

How to Use This Resource
This resource builds on the Lent 2015 Climate Change
Climate Justice education resource. Download this at
trocaire.org/education/lent2015. It is recommended
that you use both resources together.

Icons used in this resource
This icon highlights ideas for your
Trócaire Better World Award entry.
This is an award that acknowledges
the work that students do while
exploring the activities in this
resource.

Last year’s resource explored the concepts of climate
change and climate justice, and the impact climate
change is having on people. This resource enables
you to explore at a deeper level the impact climate
change is having on people around our world. It also
calls students to take action and to join us in the
fight for climate justice.

This icon directs you to trocaire.
org/education/lent2016, which has
materials to use with your class.

This resource suggests activities for Junior Primary/
Key Stage 1 and Senior Primary/Key Stage 2. If
you have infant classes, check out the Early Years
resource available at trocaire.org/education/lent2016.
Development Education (DE) is a creative process
which, through active learning, increases students’
understanding of our interconnected world. DE
challenges stereotypes and encourages action for a
just world. DE is not a stand-alone subject. Below is a
suggestion for how to integrate the theme of climate
justice across the curriculum. You will find some of
these topics throughout the resource.

Maths
Record, collect,
organise and represent
weather data on charts

English
Read and discuss case
studies; write letters to
the children in the case
studies; write poems to
raise awareness

Fact about climate change.

Below are suggestions for integrating the theme of
climate justice across the curriculum. You will find
these activities in both the Lent 2015 and Lent 2016
resources.

Gaeilge
An Aimsir: déan réamhaisnéis
na haimsire a scríobh agus a
chur i láthair. Déan tagairt ann
don sneachta, do thuilte, do
rabhaidh aimsire agus araile

Music
Listen and respond to a
Kenyan song

SPHE
Discuss our responsibility
to care for the
environment

Climate
Justice

Physical Education
Perform a Kenyan dance

Religious Education
Read and reflect on the
story of Creation; explore
Laudati Si’ – the pope’s
latest Encyclical
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Drama
Role play a
dilemma caused
by climate change

Science
Carry out experiments
to generate electricity;
investigate different
types of renewable
energy

History
Discuss the development
of transport and
inventions since the
Industrial Revolution

Visual Arts
Design posters and display
them in your school to raise
awareness about climate change

Geography
Discuss the difference
between weather and
climate; explore the lives
of children living in other
countries

Exploring Animation
Animations are a useful tool that you can use to
explore the concepts of climate change and climate
justice with your class. CJ the bee will bring
students on a journey to explain why climate change
is happening and the impact it is having on people
around our world.
Log onto trocaire/org/education/lent2016 to
download the two animations:‘Climate Change
Explained’ and ‘Climate Justice Explained’.

Junior Primary

Senior Primary

ROI: Science – Environmental Awareness
and Care; Caring for My Locality
NI: The World Around Us; Place; Change
over Time

ROI: Science – Environmental Awareness
and Care; Science and the Environment
NI: Language and Literacy; Talking and
Listening; The World Around Us; Place;
Change over Time

Climate Change Explained
Play the animation in two parts:
Part One
Discuss the weather outside today. Discuss
different climates in countries around
our world. Play the animation. Pause it at
1:10. Ask students to recall the difference
between weather and climate. Discuss
the ‘big blanket around our planet Earth’
(atmosphere).
Part Two
Discuss what inventions we have now that
would not have been around two hundred
years ago. How do we power these
(electricity)? Explain that most electricity
is created with fossil fuels. Ask students
a focus question as they watch Part Two,
e.g. what happens when our Earth’s
blanket gets thicker? Play the animation
from 1:10.

Climate Justice Explained
Discuss the location of Ireland, the
Philippines, Pakistan and Kenya on a world
map. Divide the class into four groups and
assign each group a country. Encourage
students to listen out for their country in
the animation and recall to the class how
people in that country are affected by
climate change.

Climate Change Explained
Give students two focus questions before
watching the animation, e.g. what is the
carbon cycle? What are fossil fuels? After
watching the animation ask students to
answer these questions with their partner. If
they feel more confident answering the first
question, ask them to stand on one side of
the room; if they wish to answer the second
question, they can stand on the other side
of the room. Encourage students to explain
the answer to the class. Ask open-ended
questions to prompt them to recall the
information from the animation.

Climate Justice Explained
Show a world map. Discuss the terms
equator, global north and global south.
Discuss the different climates in different
parts of the world – getting colder as you
move away from the equator. Divide the
class into four groups and assign them a
country – Ireland, the Philippines, Pakistan
and Kenya. In the groups, encourage
students to discuss what they think the
climate would be like in that country, based
on their distance from the equator. Play the
animation. Encourage students to take notes
about their given country and report back
to the class. Write a script and read it in the
style of a news report.

Log onto vimeo.
com/trocaire
to access more
Trócaire education
videos.

Assess student
learning. Write
key words on the
board and ask
students to draw
scenes from the
animation. Submit
to the Better
World Award.

It is 95% certain
that human
activity is causing
climate change.1
1. Intergovernmental
Panel in Climate
Change ipcc.ch
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Exploring Photographs

You will find more
photographs
and activities
at trocaire.
org/education/
lent2016

Take your own
class photographs
and submit them
to the Better
World Award.

Photographs are a useful tool to stimulate
discussion in the classroom. By using the
photographs and case studies included with this
education resource, students can learn about the
impact that climate change is having on children
living in different countries around our world.
Encourage students to critically examine the issue
of climate justice. Discussions should follow a
justice-centred approach. Ask questions such as:
Who is responsible? Who suffers the
consequences? Who benefits? Is this fair? Who can change this situation?

Junior Primary

Senior Primary

ROI: SPHE – Myself and the Wider World;
Developing Citizenship
NI: The World Around Us; Me in the World;
Personal Development

ROI: SPHE – Myself and the Wider World;
Developing Citizenship
NI: The World Around Us; Me in the World;
Personal Development

Describing

Selection

Divide the class into four groups and give
each one a photo. Encourage students to
describe what they see. The group will then
describe the photo to the rest of the class.
Encourage students to ask questions about
the photo being described.

Place the photo on the floor of the
classroom. Ask students to walk around
and select a photo that reminds them of
something. This could be something in
their life – a book they read or something
they saw on the television. Share with the
others who chose this photo. Facilitate a
class discussion, drawing out similarities
between the situation in the photo and the
students’ own lives.

Making Connections
Bangladesh is
ranked as the
country most at
risk, due to high
levels of poverty, a
high dependency
on agriculture and
risk of flooding.2
2. Climate Change
Vulnerability Index
2011, maplecroft.com
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Stick the four photos up on the classroom
walls. Encourage students to do a gallery
walk, looking at each photo in detail. Ask
them to select one photo which reminds
them of something in their own life and stand
at it. Students standing at the same photo
should chat amongst themselves about why
they chose it. They can then share feedback
with the wider class. Ask students to point
out something in the photo that is different
to their lives.

Questioning
Give a large sheet of paper to each group.
Ask students to put the photo in the middle
of the paper and write any questions that
come to mind around the photo. Encourage
open and closed questions, e.g. what
makes her happy? How many people are in
her family?

Impacts of Climate Change

Impacts of Climate Change

Read out the case studies on the back
of each photo. Ask students to recall the
information and to describe the different
ways that climate change is affecting the
lives of the people in the case studies.
Discuss with students how climate change
is affecting their own lives.

Ask students to read the case study on
the back of their photo. On the back of the
sheet of paper from the previous activity,
divide the page into two columns. In the
first column list the ways that climate
change is affecting the person in the case
study. In the second column ask students
to list how climate change is affecting their
own lives.

Kenya in Focus
Download the Junior Primary or Senior Primary PowerPoint
slideshow to explore ways that climate change is affecting the
lives of Daisy and Amos from Kenya. Remind your students
that this family only represents one Kenyan experience. There
are many people in Kenya who have very different living
experiences. It is important that you challenge any stereotypes
that students may have about life in Kenya. Highlight the many
similarities people in Ireland share with people in Kenya. Present Daisy and Amos as global
citizens, equal to ourselves, who are entitled to the same human rights that we are. Explore
the root cause of the problem by always asking: why?
Access the PowerPoint Presentations at trocaire.org/education/lent2016/primary

Junior Primary

Senior Primary

ROI: Geography – Human Environments;
People and Places in Other Areas
NI: Personal Development; Understanding
in the Local and Wider Community

ROI: Geography – Human Environments;
People and Places in Other Areas
NI: Personal Development; Understanding in
the Local and Wider Community

If you have infant classes log onto trocaire.
org/education/lent2016 to download the
Early Years education resource. Explore
the activities in the Early Years resource to
support the students’ learning.

Explore the interactive PowerPoint
presentation with your class over two
lessons.

Show the PowerPoint presentation.
Encourage discussion by asking openended questions. Identify similarities
between students’ lives and Daisy’s life.
•

•
•

Can you see anything that is the same as
your life?
How do you think Daisy feels? Why?
How would you feel if you were in the
photograph too?

The Just Children story sack is a global
citizenship education programme
developed by Trócaire and St Patrick’s
College, Drumcondra. Mama Panya’s
Pancakes storybook, suitable for children
aged three to six, supports engagement
with global justice issues. The storybook
is set in Kenya and depicts the journey
made by Adika and his mother to the local
market. Log onto trocaire.org/education/
partnerships to order a copy.

Download the
PowerPoint
presentation
at trocaire.
org/education/
lent2016/primary

Submit the
PowerPoint
presentation from
lesson two as
part of the Better
World Award.

Lesson One
Show slides 1–5 on the interactive
whiteboard. These slides introduce
information about Kenya. Divide the class
into groups and assign a topic for each group
to research online, e.g. climate, language,
food, traditions, music and dance. Encourage
each group to do a KWL chart. Fill in what
they Know, what they would Like to know
and, after their research, what they have
Learned. Present to the class.

Lesson Two
Show slides 6–15 on the interactive
whiteboard. These slides explore the impact
climate change is having on Amos from rural
Kenya. Facilitate class discussion throughout
the PowerPoint presentation. Encourage
the students to design and present a
PowerPoint following the same layout, but
with information about Ireland and their own
lives. Encourage them to take photographs
and record videos. Share the presentations
with the whole school. Invite parents in and
present to them.

The average
person in Ireland
emits the same
amount of CO2 as
thirty people in
Kenya.3
3. Feeling the Heat,
Trócaire, 2014.
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Exploring a Dilemma through Drama
Senior Primary
Look at big tea
brand websites
to investigate
where they buy
their tea from. In
what way are they
supporting the tea
farmers?

ROI: Drama – Drama to Explore Feelings, Knowledge and Ideas Leading to Understanding;
Exploring and Making Drama
NI: The Arts; Drama to Explore Feelings, Knowledge and Ideas leading to Understanding
Discuss the term ‘migration’ with your students.
What does migration mean? Do you know anyone who has migrated? Can you suggest
reasons why people would be forced to migrate? Is there any period of time in Ireland’s history
when lots of Irish people were forced to migrate? What is the difference between a migrant
and a refugee?

Read the Following Dilemma to Your Students

Take photos of the
freeze frames from
Julius’ story and
send them in to
Trócaire as part of
the Better World
Award.

Your name is Julius. You are fifty-two years old. You live in the countryside in Kenya with your
wife Teresina and your two sons, Antony and Amos. You are a farmer. You and your family
depend on the crops that you grow for food to eat. You also sell your crops at the market to
earn money. But in the last few years the climate has changed. The rain does not come like
it used to. Your crops did not grow this year. You do not have enough money for Antony and
Amos to go to school. Sometimes you and your family are hungry. Your friend is working on
a big farm that grows tea six hours’ drive away. The tea is exported to Europe. Big pipes bring
water to this farm so the tea plants grow in plentiful supply. Your friend can get you work
there. You will earn good money, but you do not have a car so you would have to live on the
farm. You will only be able to come home once every three months. You really don’t want to
leave your family. What will you do?
Ask students to get into pairs and assign one of the following roles to each:
1. Amos
4. School teacher
7. Tea farm owner
2. Teresina
5. Neighbour
8. Dad’s friend
3. Antony
6. Bus driver
9. Irish tea drinker

Exploring the Dilemma
•
•
•

85% of Ethiopians
live in rural areas
and mostly rely
on farming for
survival.4
4. Feeling the Heat,
Trócaire 2014.

•

•

Ask one student to enter into the role of Julius.
Any remaining students without a role will be on the ‘panel of deciders’.
In their pairs, students think of arguments to convince Julius to either stay at home or to
move to the tea farm. When they have their argument decided, find a space in the room and
create a freeze frame.
Julius will walk around the room and touch the shoulder of each pair, listening to their
argument. When each pair has had their say, ask them to shake out of their roles and sit down.
Put Julius in the hot seat. The panel of deciders should ask him questions about how he is
feeling and the thoughts going through his head.

Making Decisions
•
•

•

Ask the panel of deciders to make a circle in the middle of the room and sit down.
The rest of the class should make a bigger circle around them and also sit down. The
outside circle must not talk.
The inner circle will discuss with each other all of the different arguments and Julius’
thoughts, coming to a decision about what he should do. Guide their discussion with
questions such as: what would happen in six months’ time if he does not leave? What if the
work is very difficult on the tea farm?

Reflection
•

•

•
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Ask students to make one large circle. Facilitate a discussion about the decision-making
process.
In groups of four, ask students to create a freeze frame of a scenario in five years’ time.
Walk around and select a student, asking them to share who they are and what they are
thinking.
Return to the classroom and ask students to select a role and to write a diary entry from
their perspective. Write about how they felt before the decision was made and how they
felt after the decision was made.

Take Action
We must take action against climate change and fight for climate justice. Go to page 16 of
Trócaire’s Lent 2015 education resource to find possible solutions to climate change and
activities that support students in becoming a Climate Justice Champion. You can download
this resource at trocaire.org/education/lent2015/primary.

Poster Competition
ROI: Visual arts – Drawing; Making Drawings
NI: The Arts; Drawing and Painting, including the use of ICT

Find our more
about our
competitions
at Trocaire.org/
education/schoolprojects

Posters are a great tool to raise awareness about climate justice. Encourage students to
design a poster and display it in the school or community. Enter Trócaire’s Poster Competition.
Full details are on the reverse of the poster included in this pack.

Better World Award
This is an award that acknowledges the work students do while exploring this education
pack. Record the work and send it to Trócaire at the end of Lent. Your students will receive
certificates and badges to acknowledge their work. See the reverse of the poster included in
this pack for further details, or log onto trocaire.org/education/school-projects.

Include your
poems in your
Better World
Award entry.

Poetry Competition
ROI: English – Emotional and Imaginative Development through Language; Writing
NI: Language and Literacy; Writing – Developing Cognitive Abilities through Language;
Emotional and Imaginative Development through Language
Encourage your students to express what they have learned about climate justice through
poetry. The fantastic poem below, ‘Environmental Change’, won a prize in the Senior Primary
category in the Trócaire/Poetry Ireland Competition 2015. Read this to your students. Ask
them to write their own poems. Log onto trocaire.org/poetry for more details on how to
enter this year’s competition. Well done to poet Patrick Barrett, in Sixth Class, Sooey National
School, Co. Sligo!

Environmental Change
Temperatures are rising,
Sea levels are rising too,
I don’t own a canoe,
So what do you suggest I do?

I suppose I could recycle,
Turn the lights off as I go,
Maybe plant a tree or two
It might help, you never know.

I could move to Scandinavia,
And live amongst the ice and snow,
But if the temperatures keep rising,
All of that too will go.

Environmental change is happening,
It is something we can’t outrun,
Can we explain to our children
Just what we have done?

With large cuts
to emissions of
greenhouse gases,
it is still possible
to keep global
temperature
rises below a 2°C
increase on preindustrial levels.5
5. IPCC AR5, working
group 3, www.ipcc.
ch/index.htm

Patrick Barrett
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Trócaire is the overseas development agency
of the Catholic Church in Ireland

FR ARID’S

Visit trocaire.org/education for more resources

ickshaw Ride

Explore global justice issues with your class
Written by R. Oberman • Illus
trated by J. Farley

FARID’S
Rickshaw Ride

Farid’s cousin is visiting from Ireland!
In preparation, Farid journeys around Dhaka to collect
flowers, fish and blankets. On the way, the rickshaw puller
shares some of his experiences which give insight into life
outside the city and prove helpful to Farid in his errands.
But an accident brings home how quickly life can change –
and a surprise visit shows Farid that there are other links
between Ireland and Bangladesh.

Climate Change
Climate Justice
Together we are the solution to climate injustice

“A thought-provoking story brought to life by Farley’s
glowing illustrations.”

Join us

Written by R. Oberman
Illustrated by J. Farley

Niamh Sharkey, Laureate na nÓg
“An important book that is also fun!”

Eoin Colfer, writer
“An ideal storybook for teaching which
straddles curricular areas and links
the local to the global.”

Beth Hickey, teacher
,

,
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“A thought-provoking

“An ideal storybook for

Water

teaching which straddles
curricular
areas and links the loca
l to the global.”

Beth Hickey, teacher
,

Join us on
Facebook: facebook.com/trocaireireland - connect with us
Twitter: twitter.com/trocaire - keep up with our latest tweets
YouTube: youtube.com/trocaire - see the people you support
Flickr: flickr.com/trocaire - see our growing photo gallery
Vimeo: vimeo.com/trocaire - watch our videos

Contact Us
Maynooth
Maynooth
Co. Kildare
Tel: 01 629 3333
Email Mary Boyce at: mary.boyce@trocaire.org

Cork
9 Cook Street
Cork
Tel: 021 427 5622
Email: corkcentre@trocaire.org

Dublin City Centre
12 Cathedral Street
Dublin 1
Tel: 01 874 3875
Email: dublincentre@trocaire.org

Belfast
50 King Street
Belfast BT1 6AD
Tel: 028 90 808 030
Email: infoni@trocaire.org

Written by Lydia McCarthy.
Trócaire 2016
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