
  

Glossary 
 
 
Activist: A person who campaigns for some kind of social change (i.e. climate justice).  
 
Bill: A proposal for a new law that still has to be agreed by elected representatives.  
 
Biodiversity: The variety of life found on Earth and how they all depend on one another.  
 
Carbon Footprint: The amount of carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere as a result of the 
activities of a particular individual, organisation, or community.  
 
Carbon Sequestration: The natural or artificial process by which carbon dioxide is removed from the 
atmosphere and held in solid or liquid form.  
 
Climate Change: A significant change in climate (including temperature, rain and wind) that a region 
experiences. While this can be caused by natural factors, the term is now generally used to describe 
the changes in our climate as a result of human activity.  
 
Climate Change Adaption: The attempt to change a way of life to cope with the effects of climate 
change (for example using irrigation instead of relying on the rains).  
 
Climate Change Mitigation: The attempt to reduce or prevent emissions of greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere.  
 
Climate Change Resilience: The ability of communities to cope with the effects of climate change.  
 
Climate Injustice: Those being worst hit by climate change are the most vulnerable women, men and 
children around the world who have done the least to cause it.  
 
CO2: Carbon Dioxide. It is a naturally occurring substance (gas) containing Carbon and Oxygen 
molecules.  
 
COP21: The 21st Conference of the Parties on climate change taking place in Paris, December 2015.  
 
Deforestation: The large scale removal of the Earth’s forests, usually for commercial or agricultural 
reasons.  
 
Fossil Fuels (Coal, Oil, and Natural Gas): Formed in the distant past from the remains of living 
organisms. The energies stored inside of them is used to create electricity and fuel our transport.  
 
Global North: North America, Europe and developed parts of East Asia.  
 
Global South: Africa, Latin America, the Middle East and developing countries in Asia.  
 
Greenhouse Gases: Gases that trap heat in the atmosphere, contributing to the greenhouse effect. 
Examples of greenhouse gases are carbon dioxide, methane and nitrous oxide.  
 
Greenhouse Effect: The process which traps the Sun’s energy as heat in our atmosphere, making 
the Earth able to support life.  
 
Legally Binding: If you do not follow what is set out, you are breaking the law.  
 
NGO: Non-Governmental Organisation (E.g. Trócaire).  
 
Precipitation: Rain, hail, sleet, and snow.  

 
 Trócaire: The Irish word for mercy. 
 


