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Who are they?
This photo shows Khalid Salat Sheikh Ali who is seven years of age and his
sister Asma who is 11 months. Khalid lives with his mother, two brothers
and three sisters and has not seen his father since they fled their home.

Why were they forced to flee their home?
Khalid and his family lived in Mogadishu, the capital of Somalia. They had a
private four bedroomed concrete house with a kitchen and a toilet, food,
water and money. Khalid’s father Salat Sheikh Ali was a teacher.

In 1991 different groups of people began fighting in Somalia and the
government stopped working. The family tried to continue to live in the city,
even though they were in danger from bombs and gun attacks. Soldiers
often came to their neighbourhood frightening families and stealing from
their homes. Then one night in May 2007 all the houses around them were
hit by missiles.

Khalid’s mother Falis knew her family was in danger, so she gathered all of
the children together – she wasn’t able to contact her husband who was
teaching in a school in another part of the city.

They left everything they owned behind and walked 30km out of
Mogadishu. The journey took two days and two nights with no water or
food. She feels lucky to have kept her family together. The family continued
walking to the Gedo region as Falis was originally from there. The 500km
journey took 15 days. Along the way they were vulnerable to attack by
armed militia men. It as a journey they will never forget. Without food and
water it was very hard to keep going. She manages to keep contact with
her husband on the phone.

Where are they now?
The family live in Bulla Hawo, a town just over the border in Kenya where
displaced people from Somalia live. Khalid and his family share a one-
roomed house with 17 adults and children. They stay with relatives and rely
on them for everything as no food aid is given to newly displaced people.
Falis said “You can imagine how difficult life is…I live here I have nothing”.

Khalid says he wants to help his mother and family and he also wants an
education. He learns Islamic studies 5 days a week. He likes to play around
the household with his friends. He especially likes to play with his small
metal truck. His mother says he is a very helpful, pleasant and well-
behaved child and thinks he’d like to be a truck driver someday.
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Who are they?
Umar is 6 years old. He does not go to school. Instead he stays at home with his mother helping her about the
house and playing with his cousin. Some of his jobs include collecting water and cracking the lulu nuts for his
mother. His brother taught him the alphabet and he writes it in the sand to practice. Umar would like to be a
teacher when he grows up.

(Inset) Abaniya Awet 16 years old. She lives with her sister, Anguec (3), her brother Umol (5) and her mother,
Majaga. They live in Sudan a country the same size asWestern Europe with a population of 40 million.

Why did they have to leave their home?
There was a Civil War in Sudan from 1984 to 2005. A group in South Sudan were fighting against the government
of Sudan. During the war two million people were killed and four million had to flee their homes.

Abaniya and her family fled from their home in the village of Udici in South Sudan in 1998. They were very scared
of the fighting. They decided at midnight one night to leave their home, taking nothing with them, and escaped to
the countryside. Life was very difficult for them but their relatives gave them somewhere to stay.

Where do they live now?
The two groups who had been fighting signed a peace agreement in 2005. People have begun returning to their
homes in South Sudan. Abaniya and her family moved back to their home in Udici last year. They are happy to be
home. Majaga grows a little of her own food and works for other farmers.
Life is still very hard for the family and the people of South Sudan. The country was very poor even before the
hardships of the war. Abaniya goes to school near her house. She gets up at 6 am every morning and fetches
water before walking to school. Her favourite subjects are English and Maths. She would like to be a nurse when
she finishes school. In the evenings after she has finished her homework, she looks for food for the family. The
rainy season from May to September is known as the ‘hungry season’. In this time there is no food so many
people rely on wild fruits they gather from the forests. In the photograph Abaniya is collecting lulu nut. They can
eat the fruit of the nut and also pound it to make oil. After she has finished her work Abaniya has free time to
spend with her friends.
They play volleyball or read together. Abaniya is happy that the fighting has stopped. She can still remember the
sound of bullets and the fear of fleeing into the forest in the darkness all those years ago. She wants to continue
with her education so that she will make money and get out of poverty.
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