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Pakistan: Fact file.  
 

 

    Hello! Welcome to our CSPE /Citizenship  teacherõs 

resource on the humanitarian crisis  in Pakistan .  The resource is 

packed full of interesting facts and activities which will al low you to 

explore the CSPE/Citizenship concepts of Interdependence and 

Human Dignity, by bringing the issues facing Pakistan to life in your 

classroom. 

Youõll find: 

ü Background information on Pakistan.  

ü Classroom activities.  

ü What Trócaire is doing.  

ü Ideas fo r action.  
 

Pakistan is located is South 

Asia, bordering Iran and 

Afghanistan to the west, China 

to the north and India to the 

east.  

 Capital: Islamabad  

 Population: 184,753,000  

 Major Languages: 

Punjabi, Sindhi, Siraiki, 

Pashtu & Urdu.  

 Religion: Muslim (97%), 

Christian and Hindu . 
 

Handy Tip!  

Key words will be 

underlined throughout. 

Discuss these words 

together in class.  
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Pakistani Floods: Facts.  
 

 
 

A brief history of Pakistan.  
 

 Pakistan achieved independence form British India in 1947.  This was 

followed by a series of wars over disputed territories.  

 This co stly, ongoing  confrontation , together with internal political disputes 

and low level of foreign investment has affected the development of this 

impoverished and underdeveloped country.  

 It is ranked 141 st  poorest country in the world on the Human Development 

Index.  

 More than 32% of the population lived below the poverty line before the 

floods began.  

 In 2005, a devastating earthquake killed more than 80,000 people, injured 

another 100,000 and left almost 4 million people homeless.  

 While in 2008, another earthquake in the B alochistan province killed more 

than 160 people and injured over 500 people.  

 Today, t he death toll in northwest Pakistan has reached almost 1600, with 

over 20 million people struggling to survive after the worst flooding in living 

memory. 
 

 
 
 

The floods in Pakistan began in 

July 2010 following heavy monsoon 

rain in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 

Sindh, lower Punjab and 

Balochistan regi ons of Pakistan.  

 

Now more than 20 million people 

have been affected by the worst 

natural disaster  to ever hit 

Pakistan. 

Take Action!  

ü Check out www.trocaire.org   for background information 

on Pakistan before the flood ing occurred.  

ü Hold a classroom debate on the following topic:  

ôIt is more important to reduce poverty around the world 

than to raise money for disaster reliefõ.  

http://www.trocaire.org/
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People are using rope trolleys to cross the river in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, northern 

Pakistan. 

Pakistani flood survivors cling to each 
other as they wade through devastating 
floodwaters. 

Akhtar Wali, 45, hurt his leg while escaping 
the floods and took refuge with his three 
children under his donkey cart.  The family 
are living on the road with their livestock. 

An estimated 6 million 

people have been left 

homeless. 
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Tr·caireõs Responseé 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Sher Ali, 14 years old, is sitting with his brother in 
temporary shelter he made after his house washed away 
due to floods in the Shangla district in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan. 
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shelter. 

���”�×�…�ƒ�‹�”�‡�ï�•�� �’�ƒ�”�–�•�‡�”�á�� ���ƒ�”�‹�–�ƒ�•�� ���•�–�‡�”�•�ƒ�–�‹�‘�•�ƒ�Ž�‹�•�á��
distributes aid to flood survivors. 

ü Trócaire has bee n working in Pakistan 

since they were set up in 1973 . 

ü Through our national partners , 

Trócaire was able to work with local 

community groups and was able to 

respond within 36 hours.  

ü Trócaire is now targeting approx. 

7,600 households/63,500 individuals.  

ü In the Sindh region, we have evacuated 

8,000 individuals  from areas at risk of 

flooding.  

ü Through our partners, Trócaire is 

providing food items (flour, pulses, oil, 

sugar, tea) as well as non food items 

(blanketõs, plastic sheets, kitchen 

utensils) and sanitary items for 

families.  

ü Trócaire is also working to ensure that 

vulnerable  groups such as women and 

children are protected.  

ü Our partners  are working with  4,850 

women and families with awareness 

raising sessions on their rights and 

entitlements . 

In total, roughly 17 

million of Pakistanõs 184 

million people have 

been affected by the 

humanitarian crisis.  


